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Questions Submitted to Hinckley Area Community Forum 
8 May 2008

1) Can the PCT advise on what Section 106 Developer Contributions for the health service are spent on? Is this for the local community or does it go back in the melting pot? 

Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust
Section 106 monies can be spent on a range of things depending on the extent of the impact of the development – for example for equipment within a GP surgery, to monies to support the extension of a surgery.  The monies must be used in the ward that it was allocated to, so no it doesn’t go into a central pot.
 
2a) When are the Consultation meetings to be held about the building of the Community Hospital at Ashby road?

Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust
The PCT Board will be considering this matter at its Board meeting in June 08 with a consultation period of approximately 3 months thereafter.
b) Is North Ward now fully open? 
10 beds on the ward are now open. Staff are currently being recruited and it is hoped that the ward will be fully open by August 2008.

3) If the Council have decided to move from the Mead has the old college which is for sale been considered for use? If not, why not?
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council 
It is understood from planners that if the old College is sold it will have to be kept in its current state as a listed building.  All offices have a limited life and these are these are no different.
Independent Consultants were brought in to examine all options in 2007. These options included a number of sites utilising existing buildings. Recommendations were made on the results. Further investigations by specialist consultants on Argents Mead in conjunction with cost exercises led to the decision to vacate Argents Mead.  
4) Does the new government proposals for Adult Social Care mean that all individuals will receive their own budgets for their care?

Leicestershire County Council 

The proposals for individual budgets does not mean the offer assessments will be withdrawn. However individual budgets will be available and more individualised where requested, but not at the expense of supporting those in need.
5) Has there been any progress in painting ‘dog’ signs on to pavements to deter dog fouling?
Leicestershire County Council 

LCC Highways are not aware of any requests in Hinckley & Bosworth, however the process is fairly simple. If the Borough could identify possible locations we can then pass on the details to the LCC Highways team at Croft for permission.  The Borough would then carry out the work as part of their programme which would also include areas under their control such as parks.
6) Cycling on pavements is against the law yet the police and CSO’s seem loath to enforce this law. Why? When will this change?
Leicestershire Police Constabulary 
The Leicestershire Constabulary encourages responsible and safe cycling within the community and will deal with each reported incident of inconsiderate cycling on its merits. There is always going to be a fine balance between encouraging safe cycling and that of causing unnecessary alarm to pedestrians.  Cyclists are asked where possible to cycle on designated cycle lanes preventing them putting themselves in danger by riding on potentially hazardous roads.

The Government over recent years have encouraged people to take up cycling and, in doing so, instructed Local Governments to introduce cycle lanes, many of these cycle lanes being on already constructed pavements.
Leicestershire Constabulary would remind the community that there is an offence (Section 72 of the Highways Act 1835) which allows the Police to take positive action when reports of inconsiderate cycling on pavements are reported.  A sensical approach of dealing with each incident will be enforced. There are procedures to issue fixed penalty notices to individuals who continue to cycle inconsiderately.
Any member of the community who feels that an incident of inconsiderate cycling as taken place can always contact their local police and the matter would be looked into. 
LPU Commander - Cycling on the pavement is an offence under the Highway Act 1835, the offender can be given a fixed penalty, and this is down to the Pc’s or PCSO’s discretion. In relation to Castle Street Hinckley, having made some enquires it appears that it is not an offence to cycle down it although this is not encouraged and there are separate offences relating to careless/dangerous cycling.  I would not advocate that very young children should be forced into cycling on the road whilst under supervision and that a degree of common sense has to prevail in the officers direction.  However large groups of adults cycling on the pavement would be unacceptable and should be dealt with.

7) Can a safe area be created in the town centre for young people to gather?
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council 
Interim response at forum - The Council is engaging with young people to try to encourage entertainment venues; the new cinema to be built will be of benefit in this regard.

The Town Centre is safe. Information from the Community Safety Team supports this. This message needs to be consistent and needs to get across to whoever posed the question.  
 

If young people just want to 'hang out' The Bandstand is a safe area. Covered by CCTV and is visible. 
 

The Council is not in the business of providing indoor 'safe areas' i.e. a new youth facility within the Town Centre. However, a new Youth Club facility is being built at Richmond Park which could be used by those who 'hang out' in the Town Centre.
 

I am discussing some early ideas of providing a youth shelter somewhere on the Mead site with Green Spaces. However costs are in the region of £10K and location will always be tricky.
 

As Cllr Bill indicated (see above) when the new Bus Station site is developed this will hopefully see new 'Cultural Activities' i.e. ten pin bowling, cinema etc to provide young people with increased leisure opportunities.
 

Simple answer is what I started with - the Town Centre is safe.
Leicestershire County Council 

LCC is working with colleagues from the Borough and there are plans for a new facility in Hinckley but not in the town centre.  
8) Why don’t the parking wardens patrol outside schools when parents continually break parking regulations as children are at risk walking to school?

Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council, Parking Enforcement Team
School Keep Clear Notices have been placed in the vicinity of most Leicestershire schools by Leicestershire County Council ,but apart from a few are not backed with appropriate Traffic Regulation Orders & are therefore not enforceable & only advisory. The reasoning for there advisory nature is because:
· Of availability of enforcement resource  
· Problems were experienced by many schools at the same time, so any available resources would only be able to provide token presence 
· Where traffic wardens or police officers were deployed, drivers observed the restrictions, but abuse continued in the absence of any presence.

In the Borough of Hinckley & Bosworth one site, Holliers Walk Primary School has the appropriate Traffic Regulation Order & is therefore subject to regular enforcement visits. However other schools in the Borough are patrolled on a random basis to advise & encourage parents to park safely.

With the introduction of the new parking regime in the County since last Summer it is known that the County’s policy in respect to this aspect is now under review.

9) Why are cars allowed to park on pavements that break the kerbstones?

Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council, Parking Enforcement Team
Unless there are parking restrictions in place on the highway then this Council is unable to take any action on broken paving, this is a matter for the Leicestershire County Council as owners of the highway.
10) Now that the County Highways Authority have agreed to reduce speeds along Leicester Road from 60mph to 30/40/50 to the ring road roundabout, will the County Council representatives start now to lobby for 40 mph or less in view of discussions to build a new leisure centre on this road?
Leicestershire County Councillors
Any development that is proposed will be subject to the usual planning requirements including a traffic impact assessment. Local Members would be consulted on this.
For further information please call Sabrina Malik on 0116 305 5951 or e-mail samalik@leics.gov.uk
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