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Questions Submitted to Bosworth Community Forum 

9 October 2008
1) What is Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council doing to promote tourism in this area, considering that it has slashed its tourism budget and combined tourism responsibilities into an already overworked Arts Development Officer post?

Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council
The Arts Development and Tourism Officer supports a new Tourism Partnership company which will act as the voice for Tourism in the borough.  The Partnership board consists of 12 individuals representing the private and voluntary sector, who will work together with the Arts Development and Tourism Officer to promote tourism, by creating a new Visitor Guide, offering marketing and training support to organisations, and advising on grant aid and quality standard marks.
 

There is a working budget, which will be used to match fund grant applications and represents a more tangible contribution to the projects and campaigns that are being planned. Together with officer time, this represents an overall increase in resources given to Tourism
2) Will the Forum encourage Leicestershire County Council to pursue the re-opening of the National Forest Line to passengers?

Leicestershire County Council
We are expecting to get the outcomes from this study during the autumn.  An additional meeting of the Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee has been arranged for 
9 December, at which progress on the study to date and its outputs will be discussed among other items.
For further information please contact Joanne Enyon on 0116 305 8249

3) Why was Barlestone precept set at 5% when the Parish Council only put it up 3.8%?  We have never had a satisfactory answer other than we have a large no. of people on benefits.

Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council

The tax base is calculated at a specific date determined by the Department of Local Government. In calculating the tax base for 2008/09, the dates were as follows:- 
· The valuation list was done as at 17/09/07 from this it was possible to see that the number of properties had gone up from 1,055 in Sept 06 to 1,058 in Sept 07 (an increase of 3 properties)
· The discount list was done on 08/10/07 from this it was possible to see that the number of exempt properties had doubled from 13 in Oct 06 to 26 in Oct 07 (an increase of 13 properties). Any property that was empty on this date will be included in this figure even if it then becomes occupied on the following day.  This therefore has a significant affect on the tax base.
The Parish Council decided that they required a precept of £54,000 for 2008/09, which represented an increase of 3.8% on the 2007/08 Precept of £52,000 ((£54,000-£52,000)/ £52,000= 3.8%). Once this precept had been approved by the Parish Council and forwarded to Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council the precept was then divided by the number of Band D equivalent properties (the Tax Base). The tax base for 08/09 is 816.40 and therefore the Band D Council Tax for Barlestone Parish Council is £66.95 (£54000/ 816.40= £66.14) compared to £63.02 in 2007/08 (£52,000/ 825.20 = £63.02) an increase of 5% ((£66.14-£63.02)/ £63.02=5%)
 

It should be noted that the number of households on benefits does not affect the tax base, but what will affect the tax base is the number of discounted properties (e.g. those with single person discounts or empty properties etc).
 

NB the previously quoted figure of £95.95 for 2008/09 and £91.03 2007/08, represent a band F property.
For further information please contact Fiona McArthur on 01455 255 708
4) When will the County Council tell us the results of the extensive archaeological fieldwork being conducted on Bosworth Field?

Leicestershire County Council
The archaeological project has been extended for 6 months to make up for time lost due the very poor weather and disturbed farming regimes over the past two seasons. 

 

Glenn Foard will be writing his final report in the summer. As this will involve bringing together all the information and analysing the results, the County Council will not be pre-empting the content before its completion.

 

A landscape survey to record the medieval ridge and furrow has proved that there was no marsh on the side of Ambion Hill but has located several other areas where medieval marshland could have been. Areas of peat deposits have been recorded in the area and have been sampled. The largest area has been dated to the 8th century – but does not preclude the marsh still being there in 1485.

 

We have indeed found many objects in the metaldetecting survey, some of which date to the right period for the battle, and although some of this material has been recorded from a particular area, it is by no means a conclusive battle scatter. Work has also started in the Atterton area. 

 

A Battle in the Attic weekend was held at the Battlefield Centre from 10 – 4 on the weekend 18-20th October. There were short presentations on the survey so far and people were invited to bring in their finds and stories that may relate to the battle. This was an excellent opportunity for any interested parties to come and share in the discoveries so far.

 

For further information please contact Richard Knox on 0116 3052180. 
5) With the proposed multi-million pound expansion of Twycross Zoo, will the County Council assure us that the road infrastructure network will be upgraded to cope with the greater volumes of traffic?
Leicestershire County Council, Highways
Twycross Zoo recently had a planning application to expand their facilities approved and concerns were expressed about the suitability of the existing entrance off the A444.  The advice to the Planning Committee of the Highways section at County Council had been that they had no objections on highways grounds.  It was noted that this had only been advice, which the members of the Planning Committee had to take into account but did not have to follow.

6) When will the footpath be constructed along Station Road, Market Bosworth?  It is part of a Section 278 agreement with the new Golf Club contractors.  Taken 10 months to date to agree layout drawing and work schedules.  Not yet agreed.  Second time of asking.  

Leicestershire County Council, Highways
It is up to the developer of the golf course to start the road works (which include the footway on the north side) and as long as the developer is not contravening any planning rules, the authority cannot actually make him start.  Therefore, it is not possible to advise when the widened footway will be provided. 

7) Do the County Council and/or Borough Council intend to opt into the provisions of the Sustainable Communities Act 2007?

Leicestershire County Council
The County Council has asked the Scrutiny Commission to establish a five member panel to develop detailed proposals for consideration by the Cabinet on how best the County can be involved in achieving the objectives of the Sustainable Communities Act. 

The Sustainable Communities Act became law in October 2007.  The procedures for making proposals by Councils and for consideration of those proposals were dependant upon the issue of Regulations, which were issued mid October 2008.  It provides a statutory framework for Councils and community organisations to put forward proposals for decentralisation and reconfiguration of public services, and changes to the pattern of public spending, which would contribute to sustainability.  The main provisions of the Sustainable Communities Act are:

· The Secretary of State must make arrangements to publish local spending reports, statements showing the scope of public spending by all bodies exercising public functions in the area.


· Local proposals from Councils can be put forward to the Secretary of State, which will improve the economic, social and environmental well-being of the area, including the participation in civic and political activity.  (The deadline for submitting proposals is 31 July 2009.)


· This can include proposals to transfer functions from one organisation to another.


· Councils should develop proposals through wider community consultation, using some kind of panel of local people.


· In developing proposals, Councils should have regard to a range of sustainability issues such as local production of goods, local food, transport, energy use, and other.


· The local proposals should be considered and short-listed by a ‘selector’ representing the interests of local government, before being put to the Secretary of State for a response.


· The Secretary of Sate should publish an action plan in response to this, and should report annually to parliament on progress made as a result of this Act.

· The Panel has yet to be appointed. A complicating factor is that the procedure for making proposals by Councils and for consideration of these proposals is dependant on Government regulations which have yet to be made. It is hoped such regulations are issued shortly so that the Panel can have regard to these in arriving to its recommendations.
8) Could you please provide details of the minutes of tonight’s meeting and all websites mentioned, or, indeed, the website they can be viewed.

Minutes and other information about the meeting can be access by visiting http://www.leicestershireforums.org/boswth/meetings.html.  

If you have any special requirements please conatct Sabrina Malik on 0116 305 5951.  

Some additional questions that were raised regarding the mobile youth bus 

How was it funded?
Background - The money for the lorry came from the Youth Capital Fund. The source of the money is central Government and they directly stipulate that young people prepare and develop projects to spend that money. The Leicestershire allocation is being managed by a voluntary project called Youth Bank, (via Young People First); so the money has not been sourced from Leicestershire County Council, it is central Government funds which young people have bought to the rural areas.
 

What was the cost of the mobile vehicle?
The Lorry has cost £118,000. 
 

Is it value for money? 
The next twenty years will prove it’s more than value for money considering the management, building and resources costs for 6 – 10 youth clubs in rural area. Plus the lorry will be used for Road Shows, Sex & Relationships Education work and events and special occasions.
 

How is the mobile vehicle advertised?
Currently workers operating the Lorry have to establish permanent locations in partnership with local parish and borough councils. 
 

Where this has happened advertising to young people has occurred through schools: other local publicity outlets are being developed. Where we have only just established a location or are still in negotiation there has been no advertising so far. Having said all that, the best form of advertising is done by word of mouth through local young people.
 

Sebastien Mainard (Desford and Market Bosworth Youth Development Worker) plans to use the Gazette in Sheepy; however, the readership may not be young people in the first instance and he has focused efforts through Market Bosworth and Bosworth Community College.
 

How was it decided, and by whom, to purchase the mobile youth vehicle?
Young people from the Hinckley and Bosworth Youth Council, together with young people from North West Leicestershire Youth Council, identified their three top priorities,  two of which were: the lack of facilities (especially highlighted in the rural areas); and the lack of transport for young people below the age of 18 (especially significant for young people in the rural areas). 
 

The Youth Councils’ answer was to design and develop the Lorry project working closely with the Leicestershire Youth Service.  
 

This has created challenges to the Youth Service in terms of the need to change patterns of working.
For further information please contact Malcolm Cox on MCox@leics.gov.uk
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