Minutes of a meeting of the Hinckley Community Forum held at Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council Offices on Monday 8 May 2008
Present
Cllr R Ellis (Earl Shilton Town Council) – in the Chair

	Councillor J Bannister
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Councillor David Bill
	Leicestershire County Council and Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Councillor R Camamile
	Leicestershire County Council

	Councillor Ann Hall
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Burbage Parish Council

	Councillor J F Howard
	Burbage Parish Council

	Councillor D Inman
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Burbage Parish Council

	Councillor J Moore
	Leicestershire County Council and Burbage Parish Council

	Councillor T Quittenton
	

	Councillor M Sherwin
	Leicestershire County Council and Burbage Parish Council

	Councillor D. O. Wright
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Leicestershire County Council


Clerk:-

	Ben Smith
	Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council


Officers
	Sabrina Malik

Mrs K Anderson

Lindy Binder
	Community Engagement Manager, Leicestershire County Council

Adult Social Care, Leicestershire County Council

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	
	


Partner Agencies
	
	

	Mrs N Beacher
	Locality Service Manager (Adults), Hinckley and Bosworth PCT

	Sgt G Butterworth
	Hinckley Local Policing Unit, Leicestershire Police

	Sgt P Copple
	Hinckley Local Policing Unit, Leicestershire Police

	Mrs O Carruthers
	PAG 

	Mrs S Owers
	PAG

	Mr J Eaves
	Pilgrim and Webster Solicitors

	Mrs J Handford
	Age Concern, Hinckley and Bosworth

	Mrs A Harris
	TAP

	Sue Eaton
	Leicestershire PCT

	Heather Norgam

Pauline Cutress 
	Leicestershire PCT

Hinckley and Bosworth Older Peoples Forum


Residents
	Mr J Ball
	

	Mr S I Bailey
	

	M Camp
	Leicester Road Residents Committee

	Mr S Pemberton
	Leicester Road Residents Committee

	Mr S Nelson
	

	Mrs M Moore
	

	Mrs J Rowe
	

	Mr C Smedley
	

	Mr R Tickner
	


Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Peter Hall (Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council) and Cllr. T. Simmans (Barwell Parish Council). The following officers also passed on their apologies, namely Sue Cavill (Leicestershire PCT) and Bill Cullen (Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council).
18. Welcome and Introductions

Cllr Ellis welcomed everyone to the second public meeting of the Forum and looked forward to the discussions that would take place relating to the theme of older people.
19. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 28 January 2008, having previously been circulated, were agreed and signed as a correct record.  
20. Declarations of Interest

The Chairman invited those who wished to do so to declare any interest in respect of items on the agenda.

Mr J Moore CC declared a personal and non prejudicial interest as a Governor at North Warwickshire and Hinckley College in respect of Question 2 of Question Time (minute 21 below refers).

21. Question Time

The Chairman invited all those present to submit any questions/s they wished to raise about the local area, which he would endeavour to either provide either orally or via a written response within 20 days.

A total of 10 questions were received which are detailed below:-

	
	Question
	Submitted by


	Question to 
	Answer

	1.
	‘Can the PCT advise on what Section 106 Developer Contributions for the health service are spent on? Is this for the local community or does it go back in the melting pot?’

	Councillor Ann Hall
	PCT
	Response to be submitted within 20 working days

	2.
	‘If the Council have decided to move from the Mead has the old college which is for sale been considered for use? If not, why not?’

	Stuart Pemberton
	District Council
	20 days

Interim answer by Cllr Bill:

It is understood from planners that if the old College is sold it will have to be kept in its current state as a listed building. All offices have a limited life and these are no different.

	3.
	‘a) When are the Consultation meetings to be held about the building of the Community Hospital at Ashby road?

b) Is North Ward now fully open?’

	Pauline Cutress
	PCT
	Answer given by Nikki Beacher:

a)The PCT Board will be considering this matter at its Board meeting in June with a consultation period of approximately 3 months thereafter;

b) 10 beds on the ward are now open. Staff are currently being recruited and it is hoped that the ward will be fully open by August 2008.

 

	4. 
	‘Does the new government proposals for Adult Social Care means that all individuals will receive their own budgets for their care?’

	Pauline Cutress
	County Council
	Answer given by Katie Anderson:

The proposals for individual budgets does not mean the offer assessments will be withdrawn. However individual budgets will be available and more individualised where requested, but not at the expense of supporting those in need.

	5. 
	‘Has there been any progress in painting ‘dog’ signs on to pavements to deter dog fouling?’

	Olga Carruthers
	District / County Council
	20 working days

	6. 
	‘Cycling on pavements is against the law yet the police and CSO’s seem loath to enforce this law. Why? When will this change?’
	Stuart Pemberton
	Police
	20 working days.

Police interim response:

It is up to the individual to make a complaint against inconsiderate cycling. Any complaint will be followed up the police. 

	7. 
	‘Can a safe area be created in the town centre for young people to gather?’
	Stuart Nelson
	All
	20 working days

Interim District response, Cllr Bill:

The Council is engaging with young people to try to encourage entertainment venues; the new cinema to be built will be of benefit in this regard.



	8. 
	‘Why don’t the parking wardens patrol outside schools when parents continually break parking regulations as children are at risk walking to school?’
	Mrs Sherwin CC
	Parking Enforcement Team
	20 working days

	9. 
	‘Why are cars allowed to park on pavements that break the kerbstones?’
	Janet Rowe
	Parking Enforcement Team
	20 working days

	10. 
	‘Now that the County Highways Authority have agreed to reduce speeds along Leicester Road from 60mph to 30/40/50 to the ring road roundabout, will the County Council representatives start now to lobby for 40 mph or less in view of discussions to build a new leisure centre on this road?’
	Stuart Pemberton
	County Council Members Wright/Bill/Sherwin/Moore
	Answer from Mrs Sherwin CC/Mr Wright CC:

Any development that is proposed will be subject to the usual planning requirements including a traffic impact assessment. Local Members would be consulted on this.


22. Reports and Feedback
i) LGA Shaping Local Services Video
Following the filming that had taken place at the 28 January meeting of the Forum, members were shown the Local Government Channel Film ‘Shaping Local Services’ which detailed the rationale and benefits of Community Forums in terms of partnership working. It was noted that the video could be viewed via the Leicestershire Forums website on the following page:

http://www.leicestershireforums.org/hinck/news.html
ii) Action/Progress from the previous meeting

It was noted that following the 28 January meeting of the Forum (minute 12 refers), Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council had agreed a three year funding package with the Youth Council.

23. Items requested by Forum Members

i) Services for Older People in Hinckley
Councillor David Inman introduced the overall theme for the meeting which was Older People in Hinckley and the services that were provided to them therein. He explained that whilst he considered the range of services provided to be very good, some residents did find it difficult to access the full complement of services due to the wide range of access points that were involved. 

Whilst a directory of services for Older People in Hinckley had been produced in 2005, and led by Age Concern in partnership with other agencies, it was felt that this was in need of updating but that funds would need to be sourced for this.

Arising from the subsequent presentations and discussion the following principal points were noted:
Pauline Cuttress – Hinckley and Bosworth Older People’s Forum

i) The Older People’s Forum was made up of pensioners and councillors which sought to champion the needs of older people in the area. The Forum met three times each year with the next meeting to be held on 16 June 2008. Issues which the Forum sought to have addressed included:

· An Older People’s Centre in the Borough along the same lines as the Marlene Reid Centre, Coalville;

· Improved transport, for instance the lack of buses after 6.00 pm and on Sundays was highlighted.

Katie Anderson – Adult Social Care, Leicestershire County Council
ii) The Adult Social Care Service at the County Council sought to encourage and support older people to live independently in their own homes, amongst family and friends, for as long as it is was appropriate to do so. It was noted that there was a range of possible services that could be arranged for older people such as community meals, home care, day care, adaptations to the home, and disabled persons parking;
iii) A handbook ‘Ageing Well in Leicestershire’ had been produced by partner agencies, led by Leicestershire County Council and Age Concern Leicestershire and Rutland, and also included the NHS, District Councils, Voluntary sector organisations and the County Council’s Pension Service. The booklet provided advice and ideas about what might make a difference to older people, and it included contact details of local organisations and services which could help maintain independence.
iv) It was noted that to benefit from the range of services available residents were required to complete a needs based assessment provided for by the Adult Social Care Service. Depending on the outcome of that assessment, it was possible that any of the above Community Care Services could be provided;
v) The possibility of providing ‘Extra Care’ facilities at Amanda Court Hinckley was being investigated in partnership with Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Leicestershire County Council;

vi) Further information can be accessed from :- 

www.leics.gov.uk/index/social_services/older_people.htm
www.leicscareonline.org.uk/
www.leicestershire.gov.uk/signal_bus_timetable.pdf
Nikki Beacher – Locality Service Manager (Adults), Hinckley and Bosworth PCT

vii) An emphasis was always placed on providing, where possible, care closer to home. Some recent improvements to service provision in the area with regard to this principle were outlined as follows:

· The opening of the North Ward at the George Elliot Hospital to provide more localised hospital care;

· The increase in the number of outpatient and day care services as opposed to the reduction in those requiring access to the University of Leicester or the George Elliot Hospital;

· A mobile MRI scanning service now available in the Hinckley area, reducing the need for patients to travel to Leicester; and
· The possibility of providing a 24 hour on call service to be able to speak directly to GPs and nurses. 
John Eaves, Pilgrim and Webster Solicitors, Hinckley

viii) Solicitors within the area were willing and able to provide assistance and advice to older people, including the drawing up of wills.
AGREED:

a) That partner agencies be requested to investigate the possibility of producing a handbook, specific to the Hinckley area, for older people’s services, and to report back on any progress made at the next meeting of the Forum; to also explore the offer by Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council to support such an initiative.  
b) That officers be requested to provide copies of the handbook ‘Ageing Well in Leicestershire’ for distribution at the next meeting of the Forum.

ii) Local Policing Provision in the Forum Area

Consideration was given local policing provision within the Hinckley Area. Sgt Gary Butterwoth and Sgt Pete Copple of the Hinckley Local Police Unit presented to the Forum the local crime statistics, and the measures that the local police were currently involved in to tackle anti-social behaviour. A copy of the presentation slides is filed with these minutes.
Arising from the presentation it was noted that overall crime in the Hinckley area was down from 8013 crimes in 2006/07 to 6763 in 2007/08, including reductions in burglary, vehicle, and violent crimes.

Some local initiatives currently taking place in relation to older people were:

· the increase in use of smart water to protect property;

· free locks fitted and helpful advice to create safer homes for those aged over 60;

· reassurance visits via regular visits to Age Concern, care homes and sheltered housing to discuss how to reduce crime and improve safety; and

· the targeting of cold callers through the use of new legislative powers handed down by Government.

AGREED:
a) That the presentation be noted;

b) That the falling crime statistics and the particular assistance provided by the police to older people in the Borough be welcomed;

iii) PCT Finance Update

The Chairman referred to a PCT Finance Update report from the PCT following a request at the meeting held on 31 January 2008. A copy of the report is filed with the minutes, marked ‘B’.

AGREED:

That the report be noted.

24. Items requested by Service Providers Consultative items and updates on:
Nuneaton's George Eliot Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, Consultation exercise
Heather Norgram and Sue Eaton, of Nuneaton’s George Elliot Hospital NHS Foundation Trust presented to the Forum details of a consultation exercise being carried out by the George Elliot NHS Trust with regard to its bid to become a Foundation Trust.
The Trust considered that becoming a Foundation Trust with greater control over its own budgets was the best solution to remain autonomous in the long term and reassurance was given that the retention of Accident and Emergency, and Maternity Services remained part of the hospitals long term plans. 

The Trust requested that as many residents respond to the consultation documentation by the end of the consultation period of 30 May 2008. Responses could be completed online via the NHS Trust’s website (http://www.geh.nhs.uk/ftrust.asp) or via the consultation documents distributed to members of the Forum at the meeting. It was also hoped that residents would become members of the NHS Trust to enable them to have a direct say on its future.
AGREED:
That the presentation on the consultation for the George Elliot NHS Trust’s application for Foundation Trust Status be noted.
25. Date of Future Meetings

AGREED:
That the next meeting of the Forum be held at 7.00 pm, Thursday 2 October 2008 (venue to be confirmed).  Any venue suggestions to be forwarded to Sabrina on 0116 305 5951.  
26. Close – Councillor Roger Ellis, Chairman
Items for Future Meetings
It was AGREED that the following theme be considered at a future meeting of the forum:

· Transportation issues in the Hinckley area, including public transport and parking enforcement.

Close

The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.

7.00 – 9.15 pm






CHAIRMAN
08/05/2008
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