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Rural East
Notes of the meeting held on 24th March 2010

Held at the Village Hall - Tugby
Chair:

Cllr Charlish 

Attendance:
25+ members of the public



Councillors (Galton, Tooley, Rooke, Fenton, and Spendlove-Mason) 



Police Representation – Sergeant M Cowley and PC A Cooper
Officers: Rachael Abbott, Derk Van Der Wardt (LCC) Peter Rowbotham (Customer Services) Stephen Pointer (Planning Policy)

Minutes (Diane Peacock)

Apologies:
Cllr Roeber 
1.
Matters arising and updates from Action Sheet

Eco -Town Updates
At the Have Your Say Meeting in September 2009, the Meeting was informed of the Government's decision not to include the Co-op's bid for an Eco-town near Stoughton. Following a discussion the Meeting had requested clarification from HDC on what further work, if any, the Council would be undertaking in the future.
Cllr Galton informed the meeting that a Notice of Motion had been submitted to Harborough District Council last November. The Motion welcomed the decision not to shortlist the Stoughton site and noted that the reasons why Pennbury failed to meet the Government's criteria reflects the concerns raised by HDC during the two consultation exercises. 
The Motion went on to note that representatives of all councils in Leicestershire had met to discuss an opportunity to bid for Government funding to undertake studies of further locations. The outcome of the discussion was that we would not be making a bid for funding and accordingly no further work is planned by the Council at this time. The Motion had been unanimously agreed by the Council.
Cllr Galton also explained that the decision to formally withdraw the bid is a matter for the Co-op, not the Council and that a second wave of Eco town sites had been announced by the Government but this also did not include Pennbury.

LCC have also cancelled the Eco Town form all their documents.

2.
Developers and Conditions
Judith Lord had submitted a letter to the District Council regarding Environmental Planning Conditions.

A reply has been handed to Mrs Lord at the meeting who said that she may wish to comment at a later stage depending upon the written response.

The Council accepted that there was room for improvement in the enforcement of planning conditions. It had introduced an initiative whereby Officers carrying out site visits would ensure that planning conditions would be checked to ensure that they were in accordance with the appropriate planning approval. 
The evidence submitted by Mrs Lord on a specific site had been used to identify improvements and the Council was grateful for this feedback. It would welcome further comments on planning and enforcement issues at any future meeting.

Fly Tipping

Concerns were raised as to why there are no prosecutions for fly tipping.

Harborough District Council do prosecute but it is a very costly and a very difficult process. Even with proof of number plates, and covert cameras it is still difficult to prove.
The police do not recommend that residents take photo’s of the fly tipping, but do keep a distance. If there is any fly tipping report to HDC as soon as possible and collection will be arranged. Unfortunately it is a continuous rural problem.

Bunding on the Stretton 2000 circuit

This is now working. Delay due to planning issues and the height. An enforcement officer has been on site to measure the height of the bunding. Ian Bartlett explained from HDC that increasing the height would make very little difference regarding noise levels. Local residents have said that noise levels are still an issue and have asked why exhaust limits cannot be applied to the lorries.
There is a monitoring system on the top of the building and noise levels are being monitored. A planning meeting was arranged to address these issues but unfortunately an enforcement officer from HDC was not available for the meeting.

Action: This will need to be raised/taken up with Norman Proudfoot from (HDC).
Warwick Road Bridge
There are still issues with the pedestrian bridge along side the main road bridge. The height differential is still a problem and it has now been two years.
Clive Howe from (LCC) sent updates on the situation with the bridge. 
Officers from LCC continue to put pressure on both the developer (David Wilson Homes) and Network Rail to resolve this situation to complete the work on the bridge.

Discussion have taken place between Network Rail as to whether the fencing could be set back to allow the footpath to be used. However whilst they understand the need for a footpath they have concerns that anything such as fencing in close proximity to the parapet wall would have safety implications.

Recent correspondence between Network Rail and the developer does indicate that progress is being made, and they are keen to resolve this issue.

Officers will continue to monitor this problem and will keep local members informed.


Traffic Problems – (Grammar School) Great Glen
There are still issues with the parking of vehicles by parents while dropping children off in the morning, and collection late afternoon. The traffic congestion during these periods are causing problems for other users.
The next stage would to be review the travel plan, and enquire as to whether LCC can put pressure on the school to improve traffic issues at peak times.
Action:  Derk to keep the meeting informed and updated as required.
  3.
Question Time- (Yellow Slips)
1.       What Council tax is being collected on empty properties?
A:
No Council Tax is due on empty property up to six months. If properties remain empty after this date 50% of the charge is payable. The amount depends on what the property is and what parish it falls under.


From April 1st 2010 empty properties will be charged the full cost of Council Tax if they have been empty, and include anyone that is also in receipt of the 50% discount.

Action: Peter Rowbotham to find out exceptions of Council tax on property left by relatives.
2.
      When will minor village access roads be resurfaced?
A:
Derk from (LCC) explained that potholes etc. should be reported using the LCC Customer Services number (0116 3050001) Callers will be given a reference number. LCC inspect roads regulalry, but frequency depends. A roads are inspected every month, but smaller roads only once a year, so please report damage when you see it. Any repairs required these will be put on the forward plan. 

      2a.
      How long can travellers stay on roadside verges?
A
If they are camped on County Council and then they are responsible for Enforcement procedures. The travellers on a Gilmorton Site have been
there for 20 years. HDC try to encourage travellers to permanent sites.

Cllr Felton commented that it is a very sensitive issue and the local police are involved but they can only move them on to other sites.
Peter Rowbotham explained that there is now a fulltime officer based at County Hall to liaise with travellers in Leicestershire.
3.
There has been fly tipping now on the Gaulby Lane in three areas for a long period of time. Can the bags be examined to identify the perpetrator?
A:
HDC can use enforcement and any reports put in to HDC will be dealt with asap.

4.
      Local Development Framework- update Steve Pointer

The current position with the LDF is that following the alternative options consultation in June, a Direction of Travel paper called “Towards a Final Draft “ was published  in October,  This was endorsed by the LDF Task Panel, not the Council , as a means to further discuss the transport and other infrastructure requirements with key stakeholders. The LDF team is still taking evidence on the most effective strategy.

One of the requirements as part of the LDF is to meet the needs for the growth of Leicester and there is need to plan for accommodating at least 550 further dwellings within or on the edge of the Principal Urban Area.  This includes areas within Thurnby/Bushby and Scraptoft and areas adjoining  - it also includes land adjoining Oadby and this includes land within Great Glen Parish. 

The direction of travel paper proposed a strategic development area adjoining Oadby with smaller development in the Thurnby area. 

One of the key elements is the effect that future developments will have on the local rural areas. 

General concerns are the locations for consideration for future developments which are Oadby, Great Glen and a smaller development near Thurnby, and Billesdon. 

LCC need further evidence on the travel implications, and infrastructure for these sights and a travel model is being carried out at the moment in the Market Harborough area and also of the Principal Urban Area. 

Under review at the moment is:

1) Review of Developments

2) Evidence on-going on traffic implications

3) Impact on Market Harborough as the main adjoining town

Planning is to be completed by the summer, followed by a six week consultation probably starting in September

Concerns were made as to the definition of the ‘Principal Urban Area’.  This was a matter which needed raising in the review of the Regional Plan and with Leicestershire County Council.  It was stated that the proposal in the direction of travel paper seemed to have moved the goal posts – it was not previously understood that these proposals at Great Glen could be seen to be adjoining the PUA.  Great Glen and Stoughton are in a ‘green wedge area’ and it should be retained as a green wedge.

Cllr Rooke commented that the difficulty the direction of travel paper had to face was that we need the level of developments to achieve the funding to provide for what is needed. If there is less housing then it is impossible to finance the infrastructure. A decision does have to be made this summer on housing developments. People do not like change but we need to take a decision based on the evidence

                        

5. Local Police Matters

Cllr Rook commented on the local policing at the moment within problem areas, some issues have improved. It was requested if there could be increased policing in the Queninborough/Scraptoft Hall area.

Cllr Galton raised concerns with the increased traffic accidents and excessive speeds on the A47 near Skeffington.

PC Cooper explained that they have a fast response vehicle, and mobile cameras, but geographically difficult to cover all areas. PC Cooper also confirmed the Police do now adopt a ‘less paper’ policy.
Q: 
Are the police able to prosecute if a member of the public are able to read the number plate on a speeding car? 
A:
Yes they can prosecute and will check the vehicle for insurance, tax and MOT.

Q:
Can you prosecute if you see a driver on a mobile phone? 

A:
It is very difficult to prove, but if caught with camera then police can prosecute.
Q:
Can you please explain what the day-to-day working rota is for a PC.

A:
Majority of calls are generated from the public emergency/non-emergency calls all day. Police will respond with vehicles, walk, cycling PC’s and with the use of camera able to respond to most incoming calls that day.


PC Cooper went on to explain that with use of plain clothes and vehicles they are able to improve ASB, speeding, and theft. Work is being done all the time behind the scenes to improve local neighbourhoods.
4.
Your Voice, Your Choice
Derk Van Der Wardt announced that the Rural East Community has been presented with a sum of £20,000. A workshop has been arranged on the 26th April 2010 at the Coplow Centre (Uppingham Road) 6-9pm for anyone to come along and present their ideas for their local community.

These ideas, and projects will be assessed a later date to decide which of these would be the most beneficial to the local community. They will be looking for projects that will have lasting impact on the local community.

It is not a grants allocation process. Once the decision has been made funds will be available immediately. Leaflets were available with further information.

5.
Have Your Say Meetings- results and outcome of the review

Rachael Abbott explained that following a recent review of the Have Your Say meetings, a report has was submitted to the committee in February outlining a full review of these meetings. The report has been passed and now Have Your Say Meetings will now be produced under the new logo and banner under ‘Community Forums’.


At the next meeting a new chair will have to be appointed for a twelve month term. It will be open to everyone and training can be given if needed.  Meetings have now been increased to three a year.
6. Items for the future agendas
· Food Waste
· LDF

· Stretton 2000 

· Developers and Conditions
Date of the next meetings
30th June, 7-9pm – Coplow Centre
21st September, 7-9pm – venue to be confirmed

30th March 2011, 7-9pm – venue to be confirmed

For further information, please contact:




Rachael Abbott, Communications and Consultations Manager

Harborough District Council

Adam and Eve Street

Market Harborough

Telephone:
01858 821228

E-mail:

r.abbott@harborough.gov.uk
