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Minutes of a meeting of the Hinckley Area Community Forum held at the George Ward Community Centre, Church Lane, Barwell on 

Thursday 10 June 2010

Present

Cllr. D. C. Bill (Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and 
Leicestershire County Council) - Chairman
	Cllr. R. Camamile
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Leicestershire County Council 

	Cllr. D. Gould
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Cllr. D. Inman
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Burbage Parish Council

	Cllr. J. Richards
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Leicestershire County Council


Officers

	Ben Smith
	Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council 

	Juan Pardo
	Community Engagement Officer


Partner Agencies

	Sharon Stacey
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Helen Harris
	Leicestershire County Council Better Places Team

	Malcolm Cox
	Leicestershire County Council Youth Offending Service

	Helen McNulty
	Leicestershire County Council Youth Offending Service

	Sally Penney
	Leicestershire County Council Youth Offending Service

	Sgt Gary Butterworth
	Leicestershire Police 

	Sgt Christine Huss
	Leicestershire Police 

	Sgt Steve Durrant
	Leicestershire Police


Residents/Groups/Organisations

	Charles Broadhurst
	Chair of Governors, Barwell Junior School

	Maggie Spence
	Vice Chair of Governors, Barwell Junior School

	Neville Spark

	Barwell and Earl Shilton Street Pastors

	Justine Brun
	Community Law Service and Sure Start

	Paul Cooney
	George Ward Centre

	Bronwen Dowdeswell
	George Ward Centre

	Matthew Hulbert
	George Ward Centre

	Tricia Smith
	George Ward Centre

	Lindsey Short
	Hinckley and Bosworth Voluntary Community Transport

	Derek Withers
	Public

	Rachel Duncan
	Voluntary Action Hinckley and Bosworth - Neighbourhood Action Team

	Nathan Chantrill
	Young Person

	Jade Charles
	Young Person

	Aidan Sloan
	Young Person


Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillor Keith Nichols - Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council, Councillor R. Mayne - Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council, Richard Beaumont - Leicestershire Schools, Graham Davis - Burbage Neighbourhood Watch Development Officer, Eric Neal - Cycling Tourist Club, Jackie Payne - Hinckley Area Schools Partnership, Stuart Pemberton - Leicester Road Residents Association, Bobby Robins – Hinckley and Bosworth Youth Council and Rev Phillip Watson - Rector of the Benefice of Barwell.
25. Welcome and Introductions

Cllr David Bill welcomed everyone to the eighth public meeting of the Forum and invited the various representatives to introduce themselves and describe the role they had to play in the area. 
He also wished to draw attention to the fact that this was the first event to be held in the new ‘George Ward Centre’ which had taken the name of local businessman and philanthropist, George Ward who in 1946 had given the County Council “The Cedars” for use as a community centre.
Cllr Bill wished the volunteers who ran the Centre every success in the future and encouraged the community to use this new resource to its fullest, following its formal opening which was to take place on 3 July 2010.

26. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 11 November 2010, having previously been circulated, were agreed as a correct record. 

27. Declarations of Interest

The Chairman invited those who wished to do so to declare any interest in respect of items on the agenda.

None were made. 

28. Reports and Feedback
Further to a question raised about levels of attendance at the last meeting of the Forum, it was reported that a letter had been sent to councillors, parishes and individuals promoting the forum and encouraging them to attend.
29.  Items requested by the Forum
Presentation, table discussion and actions – Anti Social Behaviour in Hinckley
The Forum received a presentation about the work of Leicestershire Youth Offending Service IMPACT Team on anti-social behaviour (ASB) and details were provided of a recent eight-week course for around 30 teenagers who had been involved in ASB. They had taken part in a range of activities designed to boost their self-confidence, work together as a team, and to learn about the effects of anti-social behaviour. During the course they had learned about the risks of taking drugs, carrying knives, and becoming involved in crime or anti-social behaviour. They also visited Leicestershire Constabulary’s dog, and helicopter units, a fire station, and had a chance to build rafts and tried map reading and orienteering.

Three young people from the programme were present to ask and stimulate discussion on three questions they wished to raise with Forum members. Question and responses received in respect of the questions were as follows: 

1. What behaviour do you think is anti-social and why?

· Graffiti
· Vandalism

· Foul/abusive language

· Damage property

· Drinking?

· Overdose drinking

· Doing things that will be offensive to other people

· Causing damage to others

· Thoughtless driving

· Fly-tipping

· Dog fouling

· Telephone on public transport

2. What do you think people should or could do with their spare time?
· All young people should be encouraged to developed a wide range of Life experiences, but be allowed to flourish through trust
· Be  encourage to joint educational schemes like the Prince’s Trust or community projects
· Volunteer projects, helping old people
· Get involved in activities like the Duke of Edinburgh
· Socialising, hanging out in a responsible way
· Helping those that cannot themselves
· Enjoying themselves without impacting negatively on others
· Joint local volunteer groups
· St Johns
· Cadet Forces
· Youth Clubs
· Youth shelters
· Graffiti wall
3. How do you think we can engage young people more in the community?

· Getting involved with youth more

· Providing facilities

· Encouraging all groups to establish a young person’s section 

· Encouraging young people to try new activities

Arising from further discussion, the following points were made:

· A majority of people defined ASB as an act that impacted negatively on other residents;

· It was also raised that ASB could be an act undertaken by all age groups and it was unfair to stigmatise it just as a problem generated by young people as there were antisocial behaviour attitudes and actions from other members of the community such as fly-tipping that may not raise the media and general interest that the behaviour of young people may give rise to;

· The George Ward Centre made a commitment to work with young people to publicise better events for young people and to endeavour to include more young people in the centre’s activities;

· The wider forum felt there was a level of personal responsibility as well as collective effort to ensure young people were encouraged to participate in local activities, such as through volunteering to help with youth clubs or projects in the Borough;

· On the other hand there was also a certain collective understanding that young people may not wish to only participate in activities organised for them and that, providing there was not a negative impact on others, doing nothing or ‘hanging about’ with friends should also be acceptable;

· It was felt the theme could be continued into the next meeting of the Forum, covering local employers and what they looked for when employing young people, what the assets and characteristics they were looking for and some of the things that could put them off. It could be undertaken using a similar format, based on a short presentation and an open discussion with questions and answers from attendees to the forum.
AGREED:

a) That the young persons present be congratulated and thanked for their presentation to the Forum;

b) That a further presentation and discussion take place on anti-social behaviour at the next meeting of the Forum, as outlined above.
30. Question Time

The Chairman invited all those present to submit any questions/s they wished to raise about the local area, to which he would endeavour to provide an answer either orally or via a written response within 20 days.  The complete set of responses would then be circulated together with the minutes of the meeting.


A total of 4 questions were received which are detailed below:-

	
	Question
	Submitted by


	Question to 
	Answer

	1. 
	There is a 1/3 mile section of Barwell Lane (at the Hinckley end) that is a gravel surface. This gets very muddy after rain and is slow to dry out, making it difficult to pass by bicycle or without wellies. Can it be improved?
	Cllr David Gould
	Leicestershire Highways
	A response would be sought from Leicestershire County Council within 20 working days.



	2. 
	What are the County and borough Councils doing to provide extra care housing in Hinckley and Bosworth?
	Cllr D. Inman
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Leicestershire County Council
	A response would be sought from partner agencies within 20 working days.



	3. 
	What is the County Council’s current position regarding Elderly Person’s Homes (EPH’s) within its ownership?

 
	Cllr. D. Inman
	Leicestershire County Council
	Interim Answer from Mrs. R. Camamile CC:

The County Council would be reporting on the results of a consultation on EPH’s in due course regarding the potential transfer of the homes to the private sector. Whilst the County Council did not wish to close the homes, it could no longer afford to keep them under the current financial circumstances.

A response would be sought from the County Council within 20 working days.

 

	4. 
	What funding is available to support young people in the community, subsidise transport, and fund youth based initiatives such as Youth Diversion Schemes?
	Anon
	ALL
	A response would be sought from partner agencies within 20 working days.




31. Items requested by Service Providers, Consultative items and updates on:
a) Adult Social Care – Personalisation

Helen Harris, from the Better Places Team at Leicestershire County Council introduced to the Forum a new way in which adult social care was to be provided in the community, arising from the Government. Helen reported that by April 2011 all recipients of adult social care services in Leicestershire would receive ‘personalised’ care which achieved the right results for individuals, under the following four broad headings:
· Universal services - ensuring general support and services were available to everyone locally including transport, education, health, housing and access to information and advice;
· Early intervention and prevention - helping people to stay independent for longer;
· Choice and control - through Self Directed Support with services that would meet people’s needs rather than people fitting with the limited services on offer;
· Social capital - building a society where everyone has the opportunity to be part of the community and experience the care that can come from family and friends. Carers need to be recognised and supported in their role.
A customer service centre, together with an online marketplace would provide support to those accessing the new service. There would also be two events providing further detailed information which would be held on 20th July 2010 at Parklands Leisure Centre, Oadby and 26th July 2010 at County Hall, Glenfield. 
Further details on the personalisation of adult social care were available in the form of handouts and booklets, for collection, at the end of the meeting, or by calling 0116 305 7404, or emailing personalisation@leics.gov.uk.

AGREED:

That the oral report and information provided be noted.

b) Police Update
Inspector Steve Durrant reported on the latest crime statistics for the area since the last Forum meeting, as follows:
· Burglary of dwellings was down 25% on the same reporting period from last year as a result of taking every opportunity to arrest and disrupt burglary suspects;

· The Neighbourhood Action Team was the lead on combating drugs and had achieved notable successes over the first part of the year through Operations ‘Chimpanzee’, ‘Ugly Ducklin’ and ‘Inner Temple’ which had resulted in excess of 50 warrants under the misuse of drugs act with numerous arrests, prosecutions and seizures resulting from them;
· Other notable arrests included the arrest and sentencing of David and Joanne Jenette for supply of heroin and other class A drugs resulting in terms of imprisonment of 7 years and 3 years respectively. This had had a major and positive impact on reducing drugs supply in the area;

· Whilst vehicle crime was generally down, there had been a recent rise in conjunction with market forces as the price of metal and fuel rose. This had fuelled the rise of vehicle crime which had largely been down to number plates used in the theft of petrol and catalytic converters for metal. Police responses had included visiting local scrap dealers, putting in place a patrol strategy in hot spot areas, and the recent execution of warrants in Hinckley and Warwickshire;

· Serious Violent crime was down 72%, violence with injury down 45% and violence with less injury down 41%. Much of these reductions were due to making the town centre safer through the continued success of Operation Justify which took swift and positive action against persons involved in disorder, together with a successful Pubwatch scheme.
· A further specific ‘Yellow Card’ initiative had been devised for during the forthcoming world cup to highlight and promote the need for appropriate behaviour during the tournament;

· Detection rates for serious violent crime was 100% (although only due to 1 recorded offence), violence with injury was 53% and violence with less injury was 47%;
· The Police enjoyed excellent working relationships with partners and the community particularly via neighbourhood watch. An example was in Burbage which was exceptionally well run and enjoyed coverage of 95% of the area thanks to the work of volunteers such as Graham Davis;
· PC Kate Cheney had recently been awarded student officer of the year and been put forward for national recognition.
Sergeant Christine Huss then provided the following information about the number of anti social behaviour incidents from 30 April to the present:
	Beat
	Anti Social Behaviour Reports
	Anti Social Behaviour Letters
	Anti Social Behaviour Contracts
	Criminal Anti Social Behaviour Order



	Town Centre
	11
	8
	0
	2 in preparation

	East Hinckley
	22
	13
	0
	0

	West Hinckley
	37
	17
	0
	0

	Earl Shilton and Barwell
	42
	2
	2 non attendance
	Breach – 2 arrests

	Burbage
	14
	0
	0
	0


Arising from discussion, it was felt it would be useful for future ASB updates to contain a breakdown by age group.

AGREED:

That the information now provided by the Police be noted.
32.  Date and time of Next Meeting

It was NOTED that the date of the next meeting of the Forum was yet to be confirmed.

[Subsequently, the date of the next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 7 October 2010 at 7.00 pm, venue to be confirmed.]
33. Close

The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.

7.00 – 8.53 pm
CHAIRMAN

07/07/2010
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