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Lutterworth
Notes of the meeting held on 10th March 2010
Held at the One-Stop- Shop Lutterworth
Chair:

John Warren 
Attendance:
14+ members of the public



Councillor Mrs Ackerley 
Officers: Sarah Greenway, Rachael Abbott Derk Van Der Wardt and Clive Howe. Minutes (Diane Peacock)
1.
Matters arising and updates from Action Sheet
Responses to Previous Highway Questions 

There were some concerns put to Clive Howe as regards to outstanding highway questions that were discussed at the last meeting.
Issues with:

· Leicester Road Crossing

· Brookfield Way-speeding

· Broughton Astley- speeding

Billcrane Way – Speed Signs

There are both 30&40mph speed signs on this stretch of road. Could this be made to 30mph?
Clive Howe’s team is carrying a survey and a programme of works across the county with speed limits. This will be included in this survey.
Woodmarket- Bitteswell Road- Speed Humps

There is concern that there are no speed humps in place outside the main entrance to the school.  There is travel plan in force at the moment and this will be reviewed as part of this plan.

Cllr Janette Ackerley commented on the lack of speed continuity in some areas. The travel plan should review existing speed limits, and enforce one speed limit only in some area. Could CH also look at the verges that have been left by the gas board and BT?  Clive stated that this will be included in the Countywide Review.

ACTION:  Clive Howe to respond fully to all the questions raised from the previous meeting and report back at the next meeting, found at Appendix A.
Outstanding items concerning Moorsbarn’s Lane and CCTV are covered below in items 4 & 6 respectively.

2. Question Time (Yellow Forms)
The following questions were raised using the yellow forms.
Q:
 Concerns with vehicles parking on the grass verges - (Woodmarket).

A:
 P.C. Bunn stated that the police do have powers to prosecute if any vehicles are parked in a dangerous manner, or causing an obstruction. They will ask the owner to move the vehicle first and then use enforcement procedures if still causing an obstruction.
Q:
Concerns with parking on the verges on Guthlaxton Avenue to Bitteswell Road. Parking for up to 8 hours a day, and parking on the wrong side of the road. Is there any updates?
A:
Clive Howe has spoken to highways and will confirm when this was last reviewed.
Q:
Mud on the road between Cotesbach and the A5. The cleaning machine that arrives on a regular basis is not working. Why can we not approach the quarry company to clean their vehicles prior to entering the highway? This is also a well know accident area.

A:
Clive Howe has spoken to waste management at County Hall and was advised that cleaning had been suspended. CH will arrange an inspector to view the premises and arrange for the possibility for County to take further action.

Q:
An exit sign has been placed on the wrong side of the road at Lutterworth College.

Centrica have failed to leave the verges in good order after recent road works. What can be done?
A:
Clive Howe will arrange an inspection, and Centrica will be advised that they are legally obliged to leave the verges as found. If they do not carry out as per contract terms then the company can be fined.
3. Impact Project

A slideshow was presented by Kam Chauhan and Spencer Atkin from the LCC Youth Offending Service’s IMPACT Project which is a project involving teams of detached youth workers, aimed at young people to address anti social behaviour. Residents are advised to report all instances of Anti-Social behaviour to the Police as the IMPACT team is used on the basis of reported Anti-Social Behaviour.
4.
Harborough District Council - Enforcement

Sarah Greenway from (HDC) answered questions on the present issues with “Moorbarns”. Answers were limited due to sensitive issues and confidentiality. Harborough District Council are monitoring Moorbarns.


There are still concerns with the amount of HGV’s that travel along Woodmarket Road to the site, and the impact it has on road surface, noise, and HGV’s that travel to the site all throughout the night.


The site has recently expanded and questions were raised as to why there was no planning restrictions put on this site by LCC. There are now four sites on Moorbarns.

Clive Howe explained that each application is looked at looked at on an individual basis. Clive will make County aware of the current issues, and to arrange observations on this site.

Generic Enforcement
Harborough District Council also carry out enforcement on licensing, dog fowling, planning, and abandoned vehicles. Concerns were raised with the amount of dog fowling in Lutterworth.  The police have also increased the amount of signs and posters and will arrange monitoring of the site. Sarah left business cards for anyone to email her with concerns, and any questions.

5.
Your Voice, Your Choice
Derk Van Der Wardt announced that Lutterworth has been presented with a sum of £20,000 for the people of Lutterworth. A workshop has been arranged on 20/4/10 at the Wycliffe Rooms-George Street for anyone to come along and present their ideas for their local community.

These ideas, and projects will be assessed a later date to decide which of these would be the most beneficial to the local community.

It will not be a full grant process, and paper work will be to a minimum.

 Q: 
How will this be publicised locally?

 A: 
Information will be on the website (www.leicestershireforums.org), and leaflets were available at the end of the meeting.
6.
Local Police Matters

PC Steve Bunn is now in charge of a policing team made up of six PSO’s and four constables. A questionnaire was left for everyone to fill in. This will then enable the police to learn what priorities the local residents have.
The priorities at the moment are:

1) Anti –social behaviour

2) Coventry Road Recreation Ground

There are still concerns at the moment with ASB and alcohol related issues. The police hope to be able to address these issues, and updates will be given at the next meeting.

With the new improved CCTV camera’s police were able to identify the youths involved. Following on from this there has been prosecutions and court hearings in the next few weeks.

Q:
Why are the police unable to enforce a total ban on street drinking?

A: 
This is not possible at the moment, but it has gone for public consultation.
Q: 
Why are current speeding issues in Lutterworth still outstanding?

A:
The police will now address this issue with a plan to review three specific  streets in Lutterworth and give updates every ten days called “press-up           dates” Further updates will be given at the next meeting.

Q: 
Cllr Janette Ackerley commented – concerns with speed limits in built up areas with children. Must try and make the public more aware of the dangers of speeding.
A:
If a vehicle is seen speeding by police they will then be cautioned, and a letter will be sent out to them.

7.
Have Your Say Meetings- results and outcome of the review

Rachael Abbott explained that following a recent review of the Have Your Say meetings, a report has was submitted to the committee in February outlining a full review of these meetings. The report has been passed and now Have Your Say Meetings will now be produced under the new logo and banner under ‘Community Forums’.

At the next meeting a new chair will have to be appointed for a twelve month term.  The Chair is open to everyone and training will be given it needed.

Meetings have now been increased to three a year and it was noted that due to geographical area that Clive Howe cover he would not be able to attend each meeting, but is his absence Derk will address any highways issues and report back to County.
8. Date of the next meetings

Those in attendance were asked what they would like to see at the next meeting. 

· Attendance from a Highways representative.
DATES:

21st June 7-9pm at the Pavilion John Warren agreed to chair subject to availability
22nd September 7-9pm venue to be confirmed

23rd March 2011 7-9pm venue to be confirmed

For further information, please contact:




Rachael Abbott, Communications and Consultations Manager

Harborough District Council

Adam and Eve Street

Market Harborough
Telephone:
01858 821228

E-mail:

r.abbott@harborough.gov.uk
APPENDIX A

Questions from the Lutterworth Have Your Say Forum

Relation to Highways
i. The exit signs from the grammar school are on the wrong side of the road. Can the council justify the positioning of these signs?

ii. The Domed islands/mini-roundabouts in the middle of road junctions (Bitteswell/Brookfield, Bitteswell/Greenacres, Bitteswell/New Street) are breaking up at the edges. This could cause damage to car tyres. The Council may be liable for repair if somebody makes a claim against it. It is suggested that the Domes be removed (most people ignore them in any case) and the road painted instead like those at the Morrison’s entrance junction.

iii. Pathways along Bitteswell Road were improved and added to in 2008. Recently British Gas/Centrica have been digging up the roads and paths all over town including these newly restored paths. Did Highways consult with Gas/Electrics/Telephone utility companies before last year’s work? If not, why not? If they did, then why did they proceed with the work before the gas pipe work? The gas pipe installation must have been planned a long time ago. The road works in town are affecting trade.

iv. Could a speed detector/warning sign be located on Billcrane Way/ Bitteswell Road entrance to the town?

v. Broughton Way in Broughton Astley is very similar to Billcrane Way in proximity to houses and size. So, why is Broughton Astley a 30mph zone and Bill Crane Way a 40mph zone? Similarly for the far end of Brookfield Way.

vi. Has angled parking been considered for the refurbished car park off Station Road? Such parking is easier for elderly people and women to enter/exit than straight parking.

vii. Who is responsible for the medical centre main car parking? It has become obvious to residents that the car park is being abused by people who are parking there to visit facilities other than the medical centre. This is preventing visitors to the medical centre from having room to park.

viii. Can yellow lines be included on Bitteswell Road as far as number 63?

ix. Around 60 years ago a temporary road was installed on Woodmarket Road. This had been a temporary post-war-time provision. When will the Council make it a permanent road?

x. The grass verges on Leicester Road and De Verdon Road are worn and unsightly. This is the result of vans driving on to and parking on the verges. Can it be confirmed when this area will be re-grassed and will the Council consider installing rubber parking grids on the ground to protect the grass and keep it in place? Alternatively bollards or posts could be installed to prevent people from parking at these locations.

xi. The Leicester Road Crossing (Wycliffe Way/Central Ave) is dangerous for pedestrians. This is because there are 25 businesses along this road. It would be better if there was a central reservation or crossing point. Can the Council asses this situation and report back?

xii. Can a Highways representative attend the next Lutterworth Have Your Say Meeting?

xiii. The problem of parked cars and the speed of traffic in Goscote Drive/ Guthlaxton Avenue is still an issue. Part of the problem is that the road markings are worn and there is no ‘Give way’ sign. Can the County Council intervene to help the situation?

xiv. On Brookfield Way there is nothing to make the transition from 40mph to 30mph obvious. Recently a large 30mph marking has been painted on the road. Are there any other traffic calming measures planned in this area?
