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	NHS Foundation Trusts are responsible to local people.  They must involve patients and the public directly in making decisions about the future direction of the Hospital Trust.

Foundation Trusts enjoy greater freedoms from central government control and we believe this will help us to ensure that George Eliot continues to provide the right care for our local communities into the future.

As a member you can be involved as much or as
little as you choose and membership is
completely free!
Your Membership Matters - You can become a member if you are aged 16 or over and live in the Nuneaton & Bedworth, North Warwickshire or Hinckley & Bosworth Council areas.

You can also join if you live outside the area and have been treated, or someone you have cared for has been treated, at the hospital in the last five years.


	As a member you can:

(
Learn about the services we offer and influence what is happening in the Trust;

(
Receive regular information about what is happening in the Trust;

(
Stand for election as a Governor, become a volunteer or get involved in events, health seminars and membership groups;

(
Help shape how we spend public money;

(
Vote for a Governor to represent your views;

(
Support our goal to provide people with the best possible care in the right place, at the right time

Governors - The Board of Governors is made up of elected members of the public, patient and staff, and people appointed by partner organisation such as primary care trusts (PCTs) and local councils.

The Governors play an important role by representing the views of the public, patients, staff and local organisations to the Board of Directors.




PTO ….

	From Strength to Strength – The  Trust Continues to provide quality care to our patients and in 2008/09, we met a wide range of local and national targets, including:

Met the 4-hour maximum waiting time target for Accident & Emergency (A&E) services
(
Achieved the new target for commencing treatment within 18 weeks of referral
(
Continued to reduce the Trust’s infection rates for Clostridium difficile by 36%

(
Ongoing ward ‘deep cleaning’ and refurbishments of our wards and patient care areas*
(
Thanks to the hard work of our staff, the Trust achieved a financial surplus of £1.0 m enabling it to repay part of its working capital loan ahead of schedule

(
More Recently (to December 2009):
· *Infection rates at the hospital are at an all time low and the Trust was recently recognized for the work it has done to improve patient safety, as the winners of an award in the patient safety category at the 2009 national Nursing Times awards.

· We have become one of the first hospital Trust’s in the country to open a GP led health centre. The centre in Camp Hill has allowed the Trust to expand the care it provides into a community setting.
· Attracted and signed up over 10,000 people to become members of our hospital

	What happens once you become a member –You  will receive a welcome pack with further information about our application process, health care services, contact points and up and coming events that may be of interest.
You will receive regular membership newsletters updating you on what is happening at the Trust and how, if you would like to, become more involved.
Any Questions? – If you have further questions with regard to membership, or about the hospital becoming a Foundation Trust, please contact us:

By email:– foundation.trust@geh.nhs.uk 
By telephone:– 024 7615 3476 (24-hour answer phone service)




Thank you for your application - we look forward to working with you in the future.



Support your local hospital, become a 


George Eliot Hospital member





…..Our future is in our hands…..
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