HAVE YOUR SAY MEETING – Market Harborough

Notes of the meeting held on 2nd December 2009

held at the Evangelical Church Hall

Bath Street, Market Harborough

Chair:

David Johnson
Attendance:
20 members of the public

Councillors Rook, Mrs Johnson, Pain, Mrs J Simpson

PC Marsh & a PCSO

Officers R Abbott, P Rowbotham, G Antill, M Howling, S Done, 
S Mortimer, D Van Der Wardt, C Howe

Apologies -  Cllr Bremner

1. Action sheet for last meeting – This was approved.
Matters Arising

Food waste collection
Graham Antill reported a delay in the programme partly due to issues regarding license with Leicestershire County Council.  The roll out of this service is likely to be by April 2010.
Welland Park Car Park
A paper was handed out concerning the results of the consultation of Welland Park.  Peter Rowbotham confirmed that the paper would go forward for approval & Derk Van Der Ward confirmed that the offer of the children’s centre was not seen to cost viable.

Bus Station Congestion Issues
PC Marsh stated that tickets had been issued and since the last meeting the problems have lessened. The intention is to continue to issue penalty notices.

High Visibility On The Corner Of Nithsdale Avenue
Clive Howe reported that LCC may consider extending double yellow lines further down road, and push the parking further down Nithsdale Avenue to allow a clearer view. This is in the programme to be looked at next financial year.
2.
Question Time

The following questions were asked using the yellow forms.

Q:
Can the footpath between Market Harborough and Braybrooke be looked at as it is overgrown?

A:
Clive Howe reported that footpaths are annually inspected, the assumption is that these hedges are cut back as they are primarily the responsibility of the owner of land adjacent, will look at this particular issue.

Q:
What action do the police intend to take against cyclists who ride at speed on the High Street footpaths?

A:
ACTION: Police carried out a consultation with the community to identify their top 3 priorities. The inconsiderate use of paths by bicycles is to be looked at over the coming 6 months. 
Q:
The Junction with St Marys Road and Great Bowden Road, when will congestion be addressed?

A:
Clive Howe reported no action was intended at this time as the land belongs to the Railways.  Although Clive would report back concerns raised at the meeting regarding this matter to the County Council.

Q:
Can thought be given to methods of distribution of refuse collection calendars due to hooking on bins in windy periods causing littering of streets?

A:
Peter Rowbotham reported that calendars cannot be posted with newsletters as these are delivered by Royal Mail and the calendars are sent out dependant on area.

Q:
Access to Lidl Car Park off the roundabout is dangerous due to additional traffic to flats.  What can be done about this?
A:
ACTION:  Clive Howe, will take comments back to the County Council, as he is unable to comment at this time, Connaught Road new junction will be pedestrianised but there is no time frame for this.

Q:
Sale of Council Houses – what has happened to 1 and half million received from the sale of these properties?

A:
Cllr Rook reported this capital still in reserve and not spent, a decision has not been made on use of these monies.

Q:
Will the in kind value of volunteers be taken into account when considering the community projects?

A:
Cllr Rook applauded the work of volunteers throughout the community in all areas of work done.

3.
Presentation from Harborough in Bloom

Gordon Etherington & Jennifer Besbrode gave an insight into Harborough in Bloom, they explained the work done by volunteers throughout the town and the areas that are covered.  They encouraged volunteers to come forward to assist and take part, application forms to volunteer were made available at the meeting.
4.
Your Voice, Your Choice

Derk Van Der Wardt explained about the criteria for applying for access to £20,000 to support local community projects, information regarding this will be sent to all people on the Have Your Say Database or information can be obtained from Derk at Leicestershire County Council or Rachael Abbott at Harborough District Council.

5.
Local Police Matters

PC Marsh reported the local 6 month priorities were as follows:
· Alcohol induced incidents – increased patrols more dispersals and tickets issued

· Pub watch scheme – panel decisions regarding barring of persons causing problems

· Shoplifting – reduced by 24% in last 6 months detection of 60%

· Theft of purses – slight rise but failed attempts have been noted

· Reduced ASB – reduced across town

Priorities for next 6 months would be: 

· Purse dipping – a more direct focus, plain clothes operations

· Inconsiderate cyclists – see earlier questions for details

· Reduce damage on Logan Ward after pubs close

Surveys were handed out to attendees, these could be sent back to Leicestershire Constabulary by various methods as noted on the questionnaire.

Items for next meeting
The following were noted as possible future agenda items:

· Harborough be safe

· Environmental Health Dept regarding eating establishment inspection
· River Authority regarding cleaning of the river beds and flood prevention

Date of next meeting
3rd March 2010 – Evangelical Church Hall, Bath Street, Market Harborough
For further information, please contact:




Rachael Abbott, Communications and Consultations Manager

Harborough District Council

Adam and Eve Street

Market Harborough
Telephone:
01858 821228

E-mail:

r.abbott@harborough.gov.uk
