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Draft Minutes of the Hinckley Area Community Forum held at the Barwell Sports Club, Barwell on Wednesday 1 April 2009
Present
Cllr R Ellis (Earl Shilton Town Council) – in the Chair

	Cllr. J. C. Bown
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Earl Shilton Town Council

	Cllr. R. Camamile
	Leicestershire County Council

	Cllr. P. Hall
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Burbage Parish Council

	Cllr. J. F. Howard
	Burbage Parish Council

	Cllr. N. Robinson
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Burbage Parish Council.

	Cllr. M. Sherwin
	Leicestershire County Council and Burbage Parish Council

	Cllr. A. Wheeler
	Barwell Parish Council

	Cllr. D. O. Wright CC
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Leicestershire County Council


Officers
	Sabrina Malik
	Community Engagement Manager, Leicestershire County Council

	Ben Smith
	Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council


Partner Agencies
	Sgt Chris Huss
	Leicestershire Police (Burbage and Hinckley Police Station)

	PCSO Tiffany Row
	Leicestershire Police (Earl Shilton and Barwell)

	Simon Freeman
	NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland

	Edwina Grant
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Ron Grantham
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Helen Harris
	Leicestershire County Council


Residents
	Alan Bryce
	

	Graham Davis
	Burbage Neighbourhood Watch

	Reg Harris
	Leicester Road Residents Group

	Jan Kirby
	Leicester Road Residents Group

	E. K. Leman
	Earl Shilton Trials Club

	Kirsten Milner
	Leicester Road Residents Group

	Stuart Pemberton
	Leicester Road Residents Group


Apologies for absence were received from:

Cllr. D. C. Bill
 (Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Leicestershire County Council); Cllr. S. Francks (Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council); Cllr. D. Gould (Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council); Cllr A Hall
(Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council); Cllr D. Inman (Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council); Cllr. J. S. Moore (Leicestershire County Council and Burbage Parish Council); David Wood (Older Voices Forum).
34. Welcome and Introductions

Cllr Ellis welcomed everyone to the fourth public meeting of the Forum which replaced the previously agreed date of 5 February that had been postponed due to adverse weather conditions. He looked forward to the discussions that would take place relating to the main theme for the evening on health matters.  The chairman also thanked Stuart Pemberton of Leicester Road Residents Group for supporting the forum by promoting it amongst local residents.
Members’ attention was also drawn to some information leaflets that were available to take away; these detailed a new Sports England Fund, available from 1 April and an interactive exhibition stand on Domestic Violence which was available for hire.

35. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 2 October 2008, having previously been circulated, were agreed as a correct record. 
36. Declarations of Interest

The Chairman invited those who wished to do so to declare any interest in respect of items on the agenda.

None were made. 
37. Reports and Feedback
i) Action/Progress from the previous meeting

It was reported that feedback from previous meetings had shown the Forum would like to focus on one or two key issues at each meeting.

In an update on transportation matters from the previous meeting of the Forum, it was reported that the possibility of providing a bus service to the Earl Shilton Doctor’s Surgery had been investigated with the local operator Centrebus. Unfortunately this would require 1 extra vehicle to be funded to provide a link between current services 81 and 82 and was not financially viable at this time.
Items requested by Forum Members

ii) Health Services
Cllr Ellis welcomed to the meeting Dr Simon Freeman of NHS Leicestershire and Rutland. Prior the meeting it was reported that members of the Forum had been invited to send in any issues they had regarding health matters within the Forum area. A number of questions had been raised by Pauline Cuttress of Save our NHS, Hinckley and Bosworth to which Dr Freeman provided responses on the following issues:

· Hynca Lodge;
· New Community Hospital, Ashby Road;

· Minor Injuries Unit;

· Respite Care;

· Community Nurses and Care at Home;

· Future of Mount Road Hospital Site.

 A copy of the responses is filed with these minutes.
Arising from a general discussion, the following principal comments were noted:
· The Primary Care Trust strongly encouraged local residents to respond to consultations on the future of health services. The PCT were obliged to provide evidence about their responses to such consultations. A recent example had been the 700 responses received on the future of the local Community Hospital - as a result of comments made, a review of local transport services to and from the hospital was being undertaken with the County Council;

· As part of the consideration of the future of the Out of Hours Service for Hinckley one of the issues considered for an appropriate way forward would be whether or not this should be doctor and not nurse led;

· Substantial efforts had been made over the last 12 months to increase NHS dental capacity in the local area. It was pleasing to note that a new NHS practice had been opened in Burbage.
AGREED:

That Dr Freeman be thanked for his attendance and for the responses provided.

iii) Crime and Disorder Reduction Plan 2008/2011

Ron Grantham, Community Safety Manager for Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council delivered a presentation to Members on the local Community Safety Partnership. A copy of the presentation slides is filed with these minutes.

Arising from discussion, the following principal points were noted:

· Crime and disorder levels in Hinckley and Bosworth had reduced by 5% over the last two years. It would however prove more difficult for partner agencies to keep these figures down whilst the country was experiencing an economic recession;

· The Community Safety Partnership had recently received a Beacon Status award for its ‘After Dark” initiative which had tackled night time crime and disorder through the introduction of, amongst other things, Street Pastors. This had led to a successful engagement with the public and tackled drink related issues;

· It was vitally important that all crime was reported to the police to enable more accurate recording of crime statistics and better targeted funding to crime prevention measures within the District.
AGREED
That Ron Grantham be thanked for an informative presentation.
38. Question Time

The Chairman invited all those present to submit any questions/s they wished to raise about the local area, which he would endeavour to either provide either orally or via a written response within 20 days.

A total of 4 questions were received which are detailed below:-

	
	Question
	Submitted by


	Question to 
	Answer

	1.
	‘a) Now I understand that cyclists have the blessing of the police to ride on the pavements, leaving the pedestrians to fear for their lives, I feel that some safety measures need to implemented.
b) All bicycles should by law have a working bell.
c) Cyclists should be instructed to use the bell to warn pedestrians that they are coming up behind them.

d) Cyclists over a certain age should be insured. If they injure someone, to whom does that person go for compensation?’


	Kirsten Milner
	Leicestershire Police
	A response will be sought from Leicestershire Police/the County Council Transportation Team within 20 working days. 

	2.
	‘’Having recently got involved with the hospital radio station and visited the Community hospital on Ashby Road, I was wondering what the future plans for the new hospital were?’

	Kirsten Milner
	NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland
	Dr Simon Freeman of NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland referred to the statement previously given to the Forum earlier in the meeting and the responses given to the questions raised during that discussion from Save our NHS Hinckley and Bosworth which gave answers to the question raised.  (Please see responses attached)
 

	3.
	I have been recycling garden waste ever since it was introduced. My understanding is, that it all gets composted and sold and the Borough/County Council benefits. Would it not be nice for the households to be given a complimentary bag of compost at the start of the gardening season as a small thank you? I am finding that the trip to the garden centre to get compost is getting more and more difficult re. lifting and handling the large bags.’

	Kirsten Milner
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Leicestershire County Council

	A response will be sought from the Borough Council Waste Collection and the County Council Waste Disposal Teams within 20 working days. 

	4.
	When will something be done about the large lorries that continually use the Leicester Road and Brookside instead of using the perimeter? If it is because of the A5 bridge why do they not do something about it?

	Jan Kirby
	County Council Highways Department
	Interim Response from Cllr Sherwin:
There is currently a joint working group comprising of Councillors and officers from Leicestershire and Warwickshire County Council looking into the road network in the area of the A5 corridor. The issue of the A5 Bridge and the problem of lorries driving under it was being investigated as part of this working group.

A more detailed response will be provided by the County Council within 20 working days.




39. Items requested by Service Providers Consultative items and updates on:
i) Participatory Budgeting
Edwina Grant introduced to the Forum the issue of Participatory Budgeting and how the Forum was to organise the way in which it spent its allocation of £20,000 from Leicestershire Together.
The Forum was informed that Leicestershire was a pilot for Participatory Budgeting which was one of the methods that the Government wished to introduce to bring decision making closer to the general public. Community Forums would decide how they wished to spend their allocated £20,000 (by March 2011 at the latest) and then present it to the Hinckley and Bosworth Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) for approval.

In seeking approval, the Forum would need to show how their proposed project, or multiple projects (to be spent on either capital or revenue projects) linked in with local issues either by identifying priorities that were contained in the Sustainable Community Strategy, Local Area Agreement, Community and Parish Plans, Priority Neighbourhoods, or issues that had emerged from meetings of the Community Forum.
The LSP proposed that small Task and Finish Groups be established, representative of each Forum to decide how to introduce measures for agreeing the spending of the funding allocation for their area.

AGREED;

That officers be requested to write to the core membership and attendees of the Forum to request whether or not they would be interested on sitting on the Task and Finish Group, based on the following principals:

· It should comprise 1 elected member and 3 members of the local community;

· The Group should complete its work by the end of June 2009;

· Proposals should be worked up in conjunction with officers during July and August 2009;

· The Forum should begin consideration of how it wishes to allocate the funding from September 2009 onwards.

40. Close
i) Date of Future Meetings
It was noted that the next meetings of the Forum would be held on:


25 June 2009 at 7.00 pm; and


24 September 2009 at 7.00 pm
Any venue suggestions were requested to be forwarded to Sabrina Malik on 0116 305 5951 or via email: samalik@leics.gov.uk.  
Close

i) The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting. It was also noted that a copy of the presentation results from the voting exercise for the Sustainable Community Strategy/Local Area Agreement Priorities, as undertaken at the 2 October meeting of the Forum would be appended to the minutes of this meeting. [A copy is attached.]
7.00 – 8.40 pm






CHAIRMAN
01/04/2009
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Questions & Answers from the Hinckley Area Community Forum 

1 April 2009
1)  Now I understand that cyclists have the blessing of the police to ride on the pavements, leaving the pedestrians to fear for their lives, I feel that some safety measures need to implemented.

a) All bicycles should by law have a working bell.

b) Cyclists should be instructed to use the bell to warn pedestrians that they are coming up behind them.

c) Cyclists over a certain age should be insured. If they injure someone, to whom does that person go for compensation?
Leicestershire County Council Transportation Team 

No knowledge of police giving their blessing to ride on pavements.  Cyclists may only use cycle tracks not footways or foot paths.

 

The Highway Code advises "it is recommended to fit a bell to your cycle".

 

It is not a legal requirement for cyclists to be insured. 

 
Leicestershire Police Constabulary 
The Leicestershire Constabulary encourages responsible and safe cycling within the community and will deal with each reported incident of inconsiderate cycling on its merits. There is always going to be a fine balance between encouraging safe cycling and that of causing unnecessary alarm to pedestrians.  Cyclists are asked where possible to cycle on designated cycle lanes preventing them putting themselves in danger by riding on potentially hazardous roads.

The Government over recent years have encouraged people to take up cycling and, in doing so, instructed Local Governments to introduce cycle lanes, many of these cycle lanes being on already constructed pavements.

Leicestershire Constabulary would remind the community that there is an offence (Section 72 of the Highways Act 1835) which allows the Police to take positive action when reports of inconsiderate cycling on pavements are reported.  A sensical approach of dealing with each incident will be enforced.  There are procedures to issue fixed penalty notices to individuals who continue to cycle inconsiderately.

Any member of the community who feels that an incident of inconsiderate cycling as taken place can always contact their local police and the matter would be looked into. 

LPU Commander - Cycling on the pavement is an offence under the Highway Act 1835, the offender can be given a fixed penalty, and this is down to the Pc’s or PCSO’s discretion. In relation to Castle Street Hinckley, having made some enquires it appears that it is not an offence to cycle down it although this is not encouraged and there are separate offences relating to careless/dangerous cycling.  I would not advocate that very young children should be forced into cycling on the road whilst under supervision and that a degree of common sense has to prevail in the officers direction.  However large groups of adults cycling on the pavement would be unacceptable and should be dealt with.

2) I have been recycling garden waste ever since it was introduced.  My understanding is, that it all gets composted and sold and the Borough/County Council benefits.  Would it not be nice for the households to be given a complimentary bag of compost at the start of the gardening season as a small thank you?  I am finding that the trip to the garden centre to get compost is getting more and more difficult re. lifting and handling the large bags.

Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council
The understanding in the question, insofar as Hinckley & Bosworth is concerned, is incorrect.  Hinckley & Bosworth now deliver all of the compostable material we collect to ‘on-farm’ compost sites that operate under exemption from waste management licensing.  These sites are required to use all of the product on site, and are not allowed to either sell it or even give it away.

When we first commenced compost collections some years ago, we did use to deliver material to the County’s compost site at Lount (operated by SITA).  I believe SITA were able to sell this product, and still do through the Recycling and Household Waste Sites.  I am not able to provide any further information concerning this as to who, if anybody, may benefit from these sales.   

Leicestershire County Council
It is difficult to ascertain from the question where the person concerned recycles his/her waste.  H&B BC collect garden waste at the kerbside as part of its alternate week recycling collections.  The garden waste it collects is then taken to a farm for composting and all the resulting compost is required to be used at the farm under the terms of a licence exemption issued to the farmer by the Environment Agency.
If he/she takes the garden waste to the local Recycling and Household Waste Site (RHWS) this is then taken to one or more composting facilities.  If the site in question is Barwell, which is the only RHWS in H&B BC, the material is composted at a local farm and again this can only be used on the farm. 
The composting facility contracted to take most of the garden waste from other county RHWS is operated by SITA, a national waste management company.  Most of the resulting compost is taken to major distributors who blend it with other material and nutrients which then eventually finds its way into compost sold through national outlets.  As part of our contract, SITA are required to bag some of the compost produced which is then sold to the County Council as a soil conditioner for onward sale to residents through its RHWS, thereby completing the loop. 
The compost process comes at a cost to the County Council as does the bagging.  The benefit from the process is that the waste does not go to landfill which is even more costly.
The bagged compost available from the RHWS is sold at £2.50 per bag and at present and until the 17 May 2009, we are running a 3 for 2 offer at all the RHWS, including Barwell.
3) When will something be done about the large lorries that continually use the Leicester Road and Brookside instead of using the perimeter?  If it is because of the A5 Bridge why do they not do something about it? 

Interim Response during the meeting from Cllr Sherwin, Chair of the Hinckley & Bosworth Highways Forum:

There is currently a joint working group comprising of Councillors and officers from Leicestershire and Warwickshire County Council looking into the road network in the area of the A5 corridor.  The issue of the A5 Bridge and the problem of lorries driving under it was being investigated as part of this working group.

Leicestershire County Council – Highways 
The Highways Agency is the Highway Authority for the A5 as it is a trunk road, not the County Council.  This matter was raised at the Hinckley & Bosworth Highways Forum on the 6th November 2008 where the Highways agency were represented by Liz Davis and Network Rail represented by Adrian Brown.  Below is an extract from the minutes giving some background information.  In addition, Leicestershire County Council are currently working with the Highways Agency’s Agent Optima who are proposing to sign an agreed diversion route before the end of June 2009.  We should be able to confirm the agreed route shortly.   

 
263. UPDATE A5 – HIGHWAYS AGENCY

The Chairman introduced Ms Elizabeth Davis who was the new Highways Agency representative replacing Geoff Bevans who had recently retired.  Ms Davis thanked the Chairman and updated Members on the following issues.
Safety issues A5 – Ms Davis had commissioned a study which will incorporate concerns raised in a recent letter from a resident.  She also called a meeting with the Highways Agency’s managing agent, Optima, to bring her up to date with old outstanding issues.  Ms Davis confirmed that the bridge at the A5 would be part of the study.  

Mr Bill (CC) had concerns that Network Rail and the Highways Agency were not taking a coordinated approach on the safety aspects of the A5 bridge.  Mr Bill could not understand why large lorries cannot be stopped from travelling under this bridge.  Mr Brown (Network Rail) in reply was well aware of the problem of lorries hitting this bridge.  He went on to say that over several years Network Rail have installed crash barriers to try to avoid these problems.  He felt that Network Rail had done a significant amount of work to mitigate the problems.  Any further requirements would need to be undertaken by the Highways Agency.
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