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Minutes of a meeting of the Melton West Community Forum

held in Nether Broughton Village Hall, Main Street, Kirby Bellars

on Thursday 26 March 2009
Present
Members

	Mr J T Orson JP, CC
	Leicestershire County Council (in the Chair)



	Ms R Airey
	Broughton and Dalby Parish Council

	Ms M Bairstone
	Broughton and Dalby Parish Council

	Ms L Crane
	Broughton and Dalby Parish Council

	Mr P Dorn
	Broughton and Dalby Parish Council

	Mr G Leak
	Asfordby Parish Council

	Cllr D Orson
	Melton Borough Council

	Mrs J Puttnam
	Broughton and Dalby Parish Council (Clerk)

	Mr R Putnam
	Broughton and Dalby Parish Council

	Mr D Revill
	Broughton and Dalby Parish Council

	Mr J Schmidt
	Broughton and Dalby Parish Council

	Ms Z Stansbie
	Old Dalby Parish Council


In Attendance

	John Bairstone
	Resident

	Patricia Barber
	Resident

	Davina Bates
	Resident

	Alan Burrow
	Resident

	H Edwards
	Resident

	Peter Freeman
	Resident

	Paul Griffin-Teall
	Resident

	Janice Halford
	Resident

	Lorna Lord
	Resident

	Margaret King
	Resident

	Christine Mellor
	Resident

	H Nicholls
	

	Kathy Proffitt
	Resident (and Old Dalby Neighbourhood Watch)

	Judith Pashley
	Resident

	Bob Sharman
	Resident

	Lynn Sharman
	Resident

	Pat Tomlinson
	Resident

	D Waters 
	Resident

	B Watson
	Resident

	Betty Wilson
	Resident

	Cliff Wilson
	Resident

	
	


Partner Agencies

	Mr G Compton
	Traffic Management Section, Leicestershire Constabulary (minute 28)

	Sergeant J Hodson
	Leicestershire Constabulary

	Mr P Saxby
	Leicestershire Fire and Rescue Service


Also present

	Cllr M Graham
	Leader, Melton Borough Council and Chairman, Melton Local Strategic Partnership (LSP)


Officers

	Ms L Aisbett
	Chief Executive, Melton Borough Council

	Mr R Downing
	Community Engagement Manager, Leicestershire County Council

	Mr M Earnshaw
	Economic Regeneration Manager, Melton Borough Council (minute 31)

	Mr P Goodman
	Community Engagement Officer, Leicestershire County Council

	Mrs S McCartney
	Better Places Officer, Leicestershire County Council

	Mr A McGlone
	Youth Development Worker, Leicestershire County Council (minute 29)

	
	

	Ms A Oultram
	Melton Borough Council

	Mr K Quinn
	Community Safety Officer, Melton Borough Council (minute 30)

	Mr D Van Der Wardt
	Team Leader, Community Engagement, Leicestershire County Council

	Mr A Warrington
	Leicestershire County Council (Group Manager – Northern Highways) (minute 28)

	Mr G Cave
	Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council


24.
Welcome, Introductions and Apologies for Absence


Mr Orson welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited everyone to introduce themselves.

Apologies for absence were reported on behalf of representatives of Knossington and Cold Overton, Ab Kettleby, Grimston, Saxelby and Shoby and Frisby Parish Councils; Inspector Nigel Peters (Police) and Ms S Castleton (Youth Service).
25.
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of the Forum held on 4 December 2008 were agreed as a correct record, subject to it being noted that Mrs D Bates was not a member of Somerby Parish Council.

26.
Purpose of the Community Forum


For the benefit of new members and members of the public present, the Chairman briefly explained the purpose of the Community Forums and that it was intended that meetings of the Melton West Community Forum would be held in different venues across the villages in the area covered.

27.
Declarations of Interest

None.

28.
Road Safety and Traffic Issues in the Forum Area


The Chairman welcomed to the meeting Graham Compton (Leicestershire Constabulary) and Andrew Warrington (Group Manager, Northern Highways) who gave a presentation on road safety and traffic (including heavy goods vehicles) issues and how these were addressed by the Police and  the County Council.  Copies of papers were circulated at the meeting outlining the work of the Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Road Safety Partnership.  This included the enforcement of the weight restriction zone on roads in the Forum area, planned road safety campaigns in the area during 2009 and the 'Leicestershire Policing Pledge' to support citizens and keep neighbourhoods safe.  Copies of these papers are filed with these minutes.  


The following main issues were raised during the presentation:-

· The aim of the Road Safety Partnership and its casualty reduction targets were explained.  

· A website (weight.restricted@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk) had been set up to enable the public to report any concerns about contravention of weight restriction orders (except for loading) in the County.  Complaints had been dealt with by the Road Policing Unit at a number of sites in the Forum area that were covered by the zonal restriction in the Melton area.

· Speed was a major factor in most road injury collisions and the Police, in partnership with the local authorities in the area, had agreed a speed management strategy.  

· A variety of actions could be considered after assessing the sites involved in order to address speeding problems, including: traffic calming measures, the use of speed detection equipment, mobile speed cameras and advisory mini-visors.

· Community Speedwatch schemes had proved very successful and a number of such schemes had been or currently were being carried out in villages in the Forum area.  Leaflets were available at the meeting to explain how communities could request and take part in these schemes.

The Chairman then invited questions and comments and the following main points were made:-

· The County Council had received names of volunteers for a proposed Community Speedwatch scheme in Old Dalby.  Residents of Nether Broughton were asked to consider if they wished to volunteer to carry out a scheme in their village.
· Enforcement officers were well briefed on ways of recognising vehicles over 7.5 tonnes.

· A number of Parish Councillors and residents raised the problems of enforcing the HGV weight restrictions on roads in the area.   Mr Compton noted the particular problems referred to in Old Dalby and indicated that further enforcement actions would be carried out there.  

· Residents of Nether Broughton impressed on officers their view that, on road safety grounds, the 40mph speed limit on the A606 through the village should be reduced to 30mph.  Officers responded that experience had shown that simply changing speed limit signs was often not enough to reduce drivers' speeds if they considered the limit was unreasonable.  The present view was that 40mph was appropriate for this section of road, particularly as this allowed repeater signs to be provided along its length, which would not be the case if a 30mph limit were to be imposed.  However, officers gave residents the assurance that this section of road was being kept under close review to ascertain if further speed reducing measures were necessary and the County Council would hold further discussions with the Parish Council as appropriate.
· Problems caused by HGVs accessing Queensway business park in Old Dalby were also raised, in particular the potential dangers they caused in the village at school times.  Mr Compton undertook to arrange for observations to be carried out at this site.  A suggestion was made that a direct access road should be constructed to the business park from the Salt Way but officers explained that this could not be justified on cost grounds.  However, if further planning applications for businesses on the estate were submitted Melton Borough Council officers indicated that consideration could be given to the possibility of drafting a Section 106 Agreement to require a developer's contribution towards the provision of a new access road.  
· Foreign lorries were identified as a particular problem and Sgt. Hodson reported that the Police used the 'language line' radio service to communicate via a translator with the drivers of foreign vehicles who were apprehended for speeding, contravening HGV restrictions, etc.

· The noise caused by motorcycles through Old Dalby was raised and it was confirmed that a Police publicity campaign would be carried out in the summer on the main routes used by motorcycle riders.
· A query was raised as to whether HGVs travelling to Melton Mowbray could be re-routed away from Upper Broughton and Old Dalby along more direct roads via Asfordby.  Officers explained that it was the County Council's strategy to restrict HGVs wherever possible to 'A' roads and, if necessary, 'B' roads.

· Sgt. Hodson reported that speeding had been identified by the Police as a priority issue for addressing in the Melton area and she indicated that efforts would be made to undertake extra checks on vehicle speeds in the villages identified by residents at this meeting with a view to enforcement action being taken.
In conclusion, the Chairman thanked Mr Compton and Mr Warrington for their attendance and responses to questions.  He reminded everyone present that the 'Question Time' cards available at the meeting could be used to ask any further question on this or other issues and responses would be given by the relevant authorities involved.  
The Chairman then referred to the transport issues that had been raised under 'Question Time' at the previous meeting of the Forum (minute 20 refers) and requested officers to provide updates on the actions subsequently taken.  Mr Warrington reported that, in respect of the concerns raised regarding traffic turning right from Main Street on to the A607 in Kirby Bellars, a petition signed by residents had also been received which would be investigated and a report back would be made to the Melton Highway Forum.  Details of the Highway Forum's meetings and agenda could be accessed through the County Council website.  Ms Aisbett reported that, in respect of the issues raised regarding the railings around the edge of the housing development and the type of roof tiles used on the development at this site, further investigations had been carried out and more work was yet to be done.
AGREED:

(i)
that the information provided by officers at the meeting be noted;

(ii)
that the actions to be taken by Police and County Council officers in respect of the issues raised, as reported above, be noted.

29.
New Mobile Youth Project for the Forum Area


The Chairman welcomed Adam McGlone, Youth Development Worker with Leicestershire County Council, to the meeting.  Mr McGlone outlined details of a new project for the possible location of a minibus in the Forum area to provide advice facilities for young people if there was sufficient demand.  One possible site might be The Crescent in Old Dalby.  He informed the meeting that a needs assessment was currently being carried out.  He would welcome suggestions as to where the vehicle might best be situated.

NOTED:


The information provided regarding a new mobile youth project which could be located in the Forum area.

30.
Community Safety

The Chairman welcomed Kevin Quinn, Community Safety Officer with Melton Borough Council, to the meeting.  He gave a Powerpoint presentation on the joint work being undertaken to tackle crime and disorder and to establish safer communities in the Melton area.  (Copies of the presentation slides are filed with these minutes.) 
Mr Quinn outlined the priorities identified for the area, the work being carried out with other authorities, in particular the Police and Fire Authorities.  An interactive exercise was conducted as part of the presentation in which members and residents gave their responses to a series of questions about community safety issues in the Forum area.  Sgt. Hodson then elaborated upon the 'Policing Pledge' that Leicestershire Constabulary had made to enhance community safety in the County.

The Chairman thanked Mr Quinn for his presentation and suggested it would be worthwhile if the work of Crime Reduction Partnerships was more widely publicised.

NOTED:


The information provided in the presentation on community safety issues in the Forum area.

31.
'Surviving the Economic Downturn'

The Chairman welcomed Matthew Earnshaw, Economic Regeneration Manager at Melton Borough Council, to the meeting.  He gave a presentation providing information on work undertaken by the Borough Council to assist residents, businesses and organisations in the Melton area tackle problems caused or exacerbated by the current economic downturn and the support available from the Borough Council in liaison with other Councils/organisations.  (Copies of the presentation slides are filed with these minutes.) 
Mr Earnshaw invited members and residents to contact the Borough Council for advice on relevant issues.             

NOTED:



The information provided in the presentation.

32.
NHS Local Operating Plan


The Chairman reported that the NHS's public consultation exercise had now been completed and the comments were now being analysed.  A representative from NHS Leicestershire and Rutland was not available to attend this meeting.

33.
Question Time


The Chairman invited all those present to submit any questions they wished to raise about the local area to which officers would then endeavour to provide an oral response at the meeting or, otherwise, would supply a written response within the next 20 days.  

The following questions were received on Question Cards:

(i) 
“Traffic surveys in Nether Broughton have in the past shown that the average speed is generally below the 40mph limit so it is not technically speeding. The issue is that the residents believe that 40mph is too high. My question therefore is how is the appropriate speed for a road arrived at? How can the public input into this?”
Question to the County Council from Mr Schmidt.
(ii) 
 “Is it wise to spend money on building new Council offices sited at Burton Street in these poor economic times?”
Question to the Borough Council from H Nicholls.
(iii) 
“What is being done to make safe routes for horse riders in the community especially with the increasing HGVs?”
Question to the Borough Council from J Pashley.
(iv)
 “Why can’t BT vans have access on to the A606 through the Anchor car park? They used to come that way when the Exchange was first built. They have to come across a footpath into Parnhams Close then go round the village on to the main road. Children playing in the Close and the vans come down and back at least 5 or 6 times a day. The speed they come down the Close is worrying.”

Question from Mrs B Wilson referred to County Highways and BT.
(v) 
 “Is LCC promoting the updating of SatNav equipment to show where HGVs are banned, e.g. Green Hill, Old Dalby, so that foreign drivers’ SatNavs direct them correctly”?
“Does anybody check that foreign lorries are not using car SatNav equipment”

Question from Mr D Bennett to the County Council and the Police.

The responses to these questions will be made available as a separate Q&A document in the meetings section of the website for the Melton West Community Forum (www.leicestershireforums.org/mwest).


The Chairman thanked everyone who had submitted questions.
34.
Feedback on Sustainable Community Strategy/Local Area Agreement Priorities


Derk Van Der Wardt referred to the voting exercise carried out at the previous meetings of Community Forums (minute 19 refers) and reported that the views expressed had been reflected in recent reports to the County Council on priorities for 2009/10.  A copy of the report giving the outcomes of discussions at the Forums was available on the County Council's Community Forums website.
35.
Issues for Future Forum Meetings

A discussion on the Neighbourhood Watch scheme was suggested as an item for the next meeting of the Forum.

36.
Membership of the Forum

The Forum did not consider it necessary to expand its core membership at the present time.

37.
Next Meeting of the Forum


It was noted that the next meeting of the Forum would be held in the Autumn on a date and at a venue to be determined in consultation with the Chairman.  Members and residents would then be notified accordingly in the usual way.  A venue in Ashby Folville was suggested for the next meeting and officers indicated that this would be investigated.


[Please note that the next meeting is now scheduled to take place on Thursday 3 September 2009 at 7.00pm at Ashby Folville Village Hall.]
7.00pm – 9.20pm

26/3/09
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