Capital Grant Application

Scheme: Refurbishment of Community Centre

Applicant: Gorse Covert Community Association

Cost of Scheme: £843,500

Grant Amount: £20,000

Original Score 53.8

The Community Association was founded in 1981 and provides and promotes social, recreational, educational and community development support for the people living Gorse Covert, Thorpe Acre and Dishley.  The Community Centre supports 30 local groups attended by 1500 local people.

The refurbishment of the Centre involves a new roof, a new first floor level – accessed by lift and stairs, new kitchen and sanitary provision and the creation of five separate and adaptable community spaces for the use of local groups.  As well as providing improvements to the facilities offered at the Centre the scheme will improve the energy efficiency of the building.

A grant of £20,000 is being sought to provide gap funding in a scheme costing £843,500.

The original officer assessment scored this scheme at 53.8 with the following comments:

Strong community based scheme with good volunteer and local input and comprehensive design details. Could be strengthened by better consideration of outcomes and a better link between the Council’s funding and the outputs. 

Strengths

The application scores highly on the range of services provided by the organisation, the evidence of local and volunteer support and the quality of the scheme and funding plans.

Weaknesses

The applications scores lowly on the assessment of need of the organisation.
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