Rural (West) ‘Have Your Say’ Question List, 16 September 2008

	
	Question
	Response

	Questions answered on the evening:


	1.
	How many of the Council representatives here this evening would be happy to sign up to the proposal of a wind farm in their back yard – with the proviso that they would not personally benefit from such a deal?
	Councillor Everett noted how a key part of the role of elected Councillors involves retaining the ability to take part in decision making through having an open mind. It was noted as important for Councillors to listen to all sides of a story to properly represent.

Councillor Swatridge emphasised the importance of being able to make local decisions at the local level, and not generate a situation where decisions would be taken out of the hands of the local government. He extended an invitation to representatives of the group opposed to the wind farm(s) to a meeting with the Swinford wind farm applicant. The concerns were appreciated, but there was a need to ensure that the planning process and procedure was, and could be, followed.

	

	2.
	How do you intend to safeguard the quality of life for those who would be living near to any of the proposed wind farms in any part of the Harborough area? For example, children being expected to do well in their studies and be alert during the day, and sleeping well at night?
	Councillor Swatridge noted that questions relating to health and Council Tax could not be answered.

It was noted that the Swinford wind farm application had been put back to November for consideration.

Recent surveys had been carried out on ‘worst case scenarios’, and more surveys would be conducted.

Reference was made to the advice of the Académie Nationale de Médecine regarding the placing of wind farms relative to dwellings.

Reference was also made to the cumulative effect of wind farms, and how each application was judged on its relative merits, but did consider the cumulative impact. 

	3.
	Can HDC guarantee that my health and the health of my family, friends and neighbours will not be affected if the planned wind farm at Low Spinney goes ahead?
	

	4.
	How much will the Council reduce my Rates Bill if the Low Spinney wind farm goes ahead? There are real cases where properties close to wind farm sites have dropped in value by as much as 50% - will my rates reduce by 50% if my house value dropped by that much for example?
	

	

	5.
	Why was research carried out across the district to identify sites for wind farms, and what other renewable energies were looked at?
	This was a countywide document which incorporated investigations of all renewable energy sources.

	

	6.
	Will HDC insist that Broadview Energy fly a blimp to demonstrate the height of the planned wind turbines at Low Spinney?
	A request can be made for this, but it is not possible to insist on such an action. Similar steps have been carried out elsewhere, but it can be an inaccurate measure.

	

	7.
	Will Harborough’s Environmental Officers consider the health evidence and feed this into the report to the Planning Committee?
	This cannot be assessed as part of the planning application, but Members of the Committee will be advised by the Environmental Health Department. Information will also be in the final planning documents on file. Third party information can also be included prior to determination.

	

	8.
	Who are the consultants being employed by HDC and what are their specialist expertise?
	Faulks, Culley Perry & Reich (FPCR) are the consultants who have been appointed by HDC to assess the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment of the Swinford Wind farm application.  FPCR specialise in a number of fields, including Landscape and Visual Impact.

	

	9.
	What is the total target for Leicestershire, and how has this been sub-divided into district council targets?
	Renewable energy targets are set out in the Regional Spatial Strategy for the East Midlands (RSS8).  This document is only subdivided into County, not District targets.  The minimum target for production through on shore wind for Leicestershire is 22mW by 2010.

	

	10.
	Can it be confirmed that an EIA (ES) submission is required for the Portly Ford Farm application, and will include the accumulative impact from other applications?
	An EIA is not required for this application as it is not for more than four turbines, but a cumulative impact assessment has been requested. The Development Control Manager would be consulted over requesting an EIA.

	

	11.
	Why do public houses pay no rates? Why do barn conversions – called an annex – pay no rates? Do you collect rates from residential caravans?
	Pubs pay commercial and non-commercial rates, as well as residential rates for any dwellings. There was a period where rates were reduced nationally to encourage pubs in cases where they were the last one in a given village – to enhance the sense of community. 

	

	12.
	When are you going to insist that Market Harborough has a Town Council?
	Councillor Swatridge noted that this can’t be ensured, and could only occur through the democratic process. The costs and benefits would need to properly assessed, and there would be an absolute need to avoid duplication of work and Officer workload (or two Officers doing the same work).

	

	13.
	There should be no reason to move the Council Offices.
	Councillor Swatridge said that the building is a very old building, and not purpose-built. It is hot in the summer, and cold in the winter. It is uneconomical, and has additional costs as a result.

	

	14.
	[Relating to annexes built a Peatling Parva] some villager suggestions on the Issues and Options were ignored. Please explain.
	It is unclear which suggestions this question refers to. Please contact Tess Nelson on 01858 821144 for clarification.

	

	15.
	A recent advertisement in a construction magazine asked for an £8million paid wind energy project at Gartree, with planning have been approved by Kettering Council.
	Cannot really comment, but there was no application in, let alone having been determined.

	16.
	What is happening with the transparency of the Section 106 process?
	Councillor Everett reported how some monies are specifically allocated, while others are for the benefit of the district as a whole. These are not always allocated to the area of direct development. No Section 106 money comes through the erection of a wind turbine, though builders do sometimes offer a ‘community fund’ instead, as in the example of Burton-on-the-Wold. 

Councillor Mrs Page noted that there is also a County requirement that any development has to give an amount to the local education infrastructure.

	17.
	Given the ‘climate chaos’ concerns, especially regarding drainage and water and sewage run-off, are you happy with the preparedness in the area?
	Councillor Everett noted that Severn Trent Water are confident/ comfortable with the current arrangements, and we are in a time of water deficit. Recent summers show a generally good situation on the whole, with the only area in the district that floods being to the North East of Market Harborough town (which is to be retained as a flood plain) – for which Anglian Water are responsible. 

	

	Questions put to the Police:



	1.
	There is some difficulty getting through to individual Officers through the switchboard.
	If a message is left directly for an Officer they will endeavour to respond. 
Calls to leave voicemail should go through the following number: 0116 2485675, followed by pressing ‘#’ ‘2’, then entering the corresponding ID number:

- PC Andy Smalley – ‘0500’;

- PC Dave Venables – ‘1959’;

- PCSO Ray Wells – ‘6636’;

- PCSO Tim Harwood – ‘6126’.

	2.
	Has there been a change in policy for the Police in terms of the use of lights and sirens late at night when travelling through villages? There are concerns about possible accidents too with the speeds the Police are travelling at.
	No change in policy, but the speed that cars etc travel at is representative of the nature of the incidents they’re attending. There are cases where Officers may have to travel right across the Harborough district to attend emergencies.

	3.
	Are the police aware of the issues with children hanging about at the rear of the pub in North Kilworth?
	It is highly important for people to pass such information to the Police to help them police the areas.

	It was noted that there had been several recent incidents of ‘teams’ breaking into vehicles; and also of removing catalytic converters from vehicles – particularly 4x4s. It was asked that people be especially vigilant. 

	

	Questions submitted on the evening, but not answered due to a lack of time:



	1.
	The Conservative Group – as reported in the Leicester Mercury – were going to have replacement Councillors or ‘stand-ins’. I find this appalling, and Members just trying to maximise their expenses at my expense as a rate payer.
	When a Committee meets it is sometimes not possible for a particular member of that Committee to attend. The Council's Constitution allows the Member with such a problem to ask another Member to take his/ her place. When this is done it ensures that the Committee has enough Members to take a valid decision and not have to cancel the meeting due to insufficient Member attendance at additional cost to the Council. With substitution there is no expense issue as no additional expenses are applicable.  The Executive (Council’s Cabinet) however has no substitute provision, and only Executive Members able to vote at these meetings.

It should also be noted that if any Members are regularly unable to attend the Committee they have been appointed to, they would be expected to resign and be replaced by a Member who could attend regularly.

All of these provisions have the sole purpose of ensuring that Committees are well attended, and take valid decisions.

	

	2.
	Buildings without planning permission have been allowed to stand even when you have been told of them. Conditions of planning are not adhered to, and HDC turn a blind eye. Why?
	Although we currently have a backlog of cases, the Council investigates and pursues all breeches of planning control which are brought to its attention, and will take formal action when it is expedient to do so.

	

	3.
	I’ve asked about the issue of trees being felled without permission. What is your opinion, and what was done about the red may tree prosecution?
	It is difficult to comment on specific cases without details of the case.  If you would like feedback on a specific enforcement case, please contact Sarah Greenway on 01858 821172.

	

	4.
	What are the criteria for ranking and prioritising applications as they come forward to HDC Planning Committee?
	The Council’s objective is to determine all applications within the statutory timeframe (8 weeks for most applications, 13 weeks for major applications, and 16 weeks for Environmental Impact Assessment applications).  Its ability to do so is influenced by the circumstances of each case, particularly if there are issues which take time to fully assess.

	

	5.
	What training or guidance is given to Planning Officers and other in the Planning office regarding the visual quality of the developments which they approve – the visual quality of new building in North Kilworth is terrible and could be anywhere in the country.
	Planning Officers have all successfully completed Post Graduate land use planning courses, and receive in-post training on all matters related to the assessment of planning applications.

	

	6.
	Once a wind farm is erected, is the land reclassified as Brownfield?
	The area of a turbine alone would be classified as “previously developed” land. However, the majority of the site will remain as agricultural and will continue to be farmed.  It does not follow that if land is “previously developed” it would be suitable for redevelopment. 

	

	7.
	Does the land use change when turbines are built, i.e. rural to business? Do wind farms pay business rates?
	Please refer to the answer given to question 6 above.

	

	8.
	How much money has HDC spent on consultancy when exploring the potential site for wind farm proposals. Why have HDC done this? What benefit will HDC residents see?
	The cost of the work entitled ‘Planning for Climate Change’ (May 2008) to HDC was £6,078.22. This represents HDC’s contribution to the cost of the piece of work undertaken by IT Power, on behalf of Harborough, Blaby, Hinckley and Bosworth, Melton, North West Leicestershire, Oadby and Wigston, and Rutland Councils. The research considered and provided guidance on three key areas of work to inform future planning policy within the District:


A) An assessment of the relative sustainability of each of the emerging LDF Core Strategy options, in order to identify which had the lowest impact in terms of CO2 emissions;
B) The potential for renewable energy development across each district, in terms of wind, hydro, biomass, solar photovoltaic, solar water heating and ground source heat pumps;
C) Advice on preparing policies relating to energy efficiency in new buildings.

The work will inform the preparation of the Local Development Framework. Assessing the potential for wind farms within the District formed a small part of the work, under B) above. This work is specifically required by Government guidance (contained within Planning Policy Statement 1 Supplement: Planning for Climate Change, which states that:
“Planning authorities should have an evidenced-based understanding of the local feasibility and potential for renewable energy and low-carbon technologies, including microgeneration, to supply new development in their area” (PPS1 Supplement, para 26). It goes on to explain that this evidence is required in order to support the preparation of local planning policies to require a percentage of energy from new development to come from decentralised and renewable energy sources. This evidence will therefore help to ensure that Harborough is able to demonstrate its contribution to meeting national renewable energy targets and ensure that local planning policies are based on a strong evidence base and supported by the Planning Inspector at the Public Examination. This will ensure that the Council is able to adopt and implement its Local Development Framework (LDF), which will serve local residents through a large number of means, including: setting clear policies relating to renewable energy; providing for the necessary level of housing and affordable housing required within the District; providing for local jobs; and protecting and whenever possible enhancing the natural and built heritage of the District. Further information on the LDF can be found online at www.harborough.gov.uk/ldf.

	

	9.
	What is HDC’s understanding of balancing the National Grid with an unquantifiably sourced supply?
	This is not an issue that can be addressed through the planning process. However, it is Council Officers’ understanding that power generation and usage is constantly fluctuating and, as such, this is an issue that the National Grid would normally deal with.

	

	10.
	What output of electricity is expected from the planned 3Mw turbines?
	The turbines that have been applied for are 2.5mW.  The power output of the turbines is dependant upon the wind at any given time.

	

	11.
	How do HDC propose to offset the cost of the building work, e.g. road alterations, moving hedgerows, building fences etc, if the wind farms are approved?
	The costs associated with the development would be met by the developer rather than HDC.

	

	12.
	Does HDC consider wind power to be an efficient form of energy? What is this calculation that is used by Broadview and Nuon renewables?
	We are unclear about the calculation referred to.  To discuss further, please contact the relevant developer.

	

	13.
	What is considered to be a safe distance for wind turbines to be built away from residence? In Europe this is 2km – what is it in the UK?
	From a land use planning perspective there is no set figure for a minimum separation distance between properties and wind turbines.

	

	14.
	Does HDC have a strategy for renewable energy implementation across the district? If not, how does HDC expect to ensure that there is a sensible and sustainable approach taken to renewable energy choice?
	The Council’s renewable energy strategy will be developed through the LDF. To be informed of future consultations on the LDF, please contact a member of the LDF team on 01858 821160 to be added to the consultation database.

	

	15.
	How will the various sites be judged relative to each other to give appropriate distribution in this district?
	Each site will be assessed and determined on its individual merits. In the event that a planning permission is granted for a wind farm, this process would include consideration of the cumulative impact of the approved scheme and any subsequent proposal.

	

	16.
	Will a successful wind farm application change the LCA for Laughton Hill, making future applications easier to gain approval for?
	Due to the nature of the development, the landscape surrounding the site would inevitably be altered any turbine development and, as such, may lead to a review of the LCA document.  As stated in answer 15, cumulative impact would be a key consideration in the consideration of any further planning application.

	

	17.
	Does HDC expect to respect the areas already designated as ‘areas of natural beauty’ or protecting the countryside? There are more suitable offshore locations. There are more appropriate renewable energy sources for a rural community.
	There are no Areas of Natural Beauty within Harborough District.  The impact of any proposal upon the landscape is fully considered as part of the assessment and determination of all planning applications.

	

	18.
	Why is there a continuing emphasis on ‘infill’ planning to increase housing densities?
	This is promoted through national planning policy (notably PPS1 and PPS3).
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