Minutes of a meeting of the Melton West Community Forum

held in Kirby Bellars Village Hall, Main Street, Kirby Bellars

 on Thursday 4 December 2008.

Present
Members

	Mr J T Orson JP CC
	Leicestershire County Council and Melton Borough Council (in the Chair)



	Cllr N Agrave
	Melton Borough Council

	Mr A Batten
	Kirby Bellars Parish Council

	Mr J Coleman
	Kirby Bellars Parish Council

	Mr P Crowder
	Frisby Parish Council

	Mr G Leak
	Asfordby Parish Council

	Mrs J Perrin
	Kirby Bellars Parish Council

	Mr R Phillips
	Kirby Bellars Parish Council

	Mr A Smith
	Kirby Bellars Parish Council

	Mr D Tempest
	Asfordby Parish Council


In Attendance

	Mr T Anthony
	Resident

	Mr J Bowman
	Resident

	Mr E Brown
	Resident

	Mr B Fenwick

Mr B Ford
	Resident (and Kirby Bellars Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator)

Resident

	Mrs M Gardens
	Resident

	Mr K Holt
	Resident

	Mr B Lynet
	Resident

	Mrs S Lynet
	Resident

	Mrs L Smith
	Resident




Partner Authorities
	Ms J Cooper
	Leicestershire County and Rutland PCT

	Inspector N Peters
	Leicestershire Constabulary


Also present

	Cllr M Graham
	Leader, Melton Borough Council and Chairman, Melton LSP


Officers

	Ms L Aisbett
	Chief Executive, Melton Borough Council

	Mr K Aubrey
	Strategic Director, Melton Borough Council

	Ms S Castleton
	Youth Development Worker, Leicestershire County Council

	Mr R Downing
	Community Engagement Manager, Leicestershire County Council

	Mr P Goodman
	Community Engagement Officer, Leicestershire County Council

	Mr H Mistry
	Team Leader (Research and Information), Leicestershire County Council

	Mr M Wilson
	Community Speedwatch Co-ordinator, Leicestershire County Council

	Mr G Cave
	Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council


12.
Welcome, Introductions and Apologies for Absence


Mr Orson welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited everyone present to introduce themselves.

Apologies for absence were reported on behalf of: - Cllr M R Shelldon (Melton Borough Council/Asfordby Parish Council), Cllr Mrs D E Orson (Melton Borough Council/Broughton and Old Dalby Parish Council) and Mrs Bates (Somerby Parish Council).
13.
Minutes


The minutes of the meeting of the Forum held on 5 June 2008 were agreed as a correct record.  
14.
Purpose of the Community Forum


Particularly for the benefit of new members and members of the public present, Richard Downing briefly explained the purpose of Community Forums, 27 of which had been established to cover the whole of Leicestershire.  There were three Forums covering the Melton area each of which meets twice a year.  The Forums provide an opportunity to question representatives of the providers of public services in the County.  Leaflets providing more details on the Forums and question cards were provided to everyone present.

15.
Declarations of Interest


None.

16.
Outcome of Consultations on Proposals for Community Health Services

The Chairman welcomed to the meeting Jo Cooper, Engagement and Involvement Manager, Leicestershire County Council and Rutland PCT, who gave a presentation on the outcome of the public evaluation on proposals for Community Health Services that had been carried out from 16 June to 5 October.  A copy of the presentation slides and a summary of responses from organisations are filed with these minutes.  

The following main points were made in the presentation:-

· 1,000 responses had been received and the findings had been analysed independently.  The results were available on the PCT website.  

· The aim was to develop the five Community Hospitals in the County as 'one stop' hubs.  In respect of the Melton area, there was 84% support for Melton Mowbray Hospital to become a 'one stop' hub.
· No firm view had been expressed by the public regarding the possible sale of St. Mary's Hospital.

· The majority of respondents agreed with the vision for the future over the next ten years.

· The next stages in the process would be the consideration of the outcomes by the Leicestershire and Rutland Joint Health Scrutiny Committee in December and submission of proposals to the PCT Board for approval in January.

The Chairman then invited questions and comments.

A number of comments were made relating to GPs referring patients to Leicester Hospitals instead of Melton Hospital.  It was explained that, whereas patients could still be referred to Leicester Hospitals, the aim was for greater use to be made of more local facilities.  Generally, the public had a choice of which hospital to attend.  However, the comment was made that patients generally followed their GP's advice on where they should be referred because of GPs’ knowledge in the matter.  In response, it was reported that GPs were generally supportive of the new referrals system and should now be in a position to offer a choice of hospitals to patients for many procedures/operations.  It was clarified that patients could be given a choice of specialities in hospitals but not a choice between individual consultants.

A comment was made relating to problems using the 'choose and book' system at Melton Hospital which Jo Cooper undertook to investigate if specific details were provided.
Jo Cooper also reported that a list of services provided at local hospitals would be published in the local information section on health services in the next edition of 'Yellow Pages'.

In conclusion, the Chairman thanked Jo Cooper for her presentation.

NOTED:

the contents of the presentation.

17.
Youth Service

The Chairman welcomed to the meeting Sue Casterton, Youth Development Worker with Leicestershire County Council who operated from Venture House, Melton Mowbray and who had been invited to give a presentation and answer questions on the work of the Youth Service in the area.


Sue Casterton made the following main points in her presentation:-

· Leaflets on youth facilities in the North Area of the County, including the Melton area, were available at the meeting.

· The Youth Service works with 13-19 year olds and this work includes preparation for the Duke of Edinburgh Awards Scheme.

· The Service’s teams provided a befriending and educational role to young people on the street.

· There was a Melton page on the County Council's 'Jitty' (young people's) website.

The following main points were made during the discussion of this item:

· Insp Peters said the Police made use of the resources of the Youth Service to help to deal with complaints against young people.  He said the Police had to strike a balance on when to intervene.  The Police had particular concerns when alcohol was involved.  It was recognised that this message needed to be made clearer to the public.  

· Mr Tempest informed the Forum that there had been problems of anti-social behaviour at night caused by certain young people in Asfordby.  Some young people had stated that they did not wish to take part in organised activities but wanted a meeting place.  Subsequently, the Parish Council had provided a shelter with facilities at Jubilee Park which was being well used.  The situation in Asfordby had improved over recent years; however, there were still some problems being caused by youths in other areas of the village.

In conclusion, the Chairman thanked Sue Castleton for her presentation and responding to the Forum’s questions and comments.
NOTED:

the contents of the presentation.

18.
Community Speedwatch

The Chairman introduced this item by stating it was recognised that there were problems caused by speeding traffic in villages of the area covered by the Melton West Forum.  He said Kirby Bellars Parish Council had made a request to become part of the Community Speedwatch scheme and a list was available at the meeting which residents could complete if they were interested in becoming a volunteer to be trained to use speed detection equipment and monitor traffic passing through the village.  The Chairman then welcomed to the meeting Mike Wilson, Community Speedwatch Co-ordinator, Leicestershire County Council, who gave a presentation on the aims of Community Speedwatch and explained how local people could become involved.  Copies of a leaflet outlining the aims of the scheme were available at the meeting and a copy is filed with these minutes.

Mike Wilson made the following main points in his presentation:-

· The Community Speedwatch scheme enables local people to monitor traffic speeds in the locality, collect information and submit it for analysis.  
· 200 signatures or 20% of the village population; whichever is the lesser, is required for a scheme to be started in a village.

· 6-16 volunteers were then needed, including a local co-ordinator who was responsible for the monitoring equipment.

· Training would be provided.

· Monitoring was usually carried out in daylight hours and in good weather.

The following main points were made during the discussion of this item:-
· Particular problems with speeding traffic were being experienced at commuting times.

· There were noise and safety concerns regarding lorries exceeding the 40mph speed limit at night along the A607 through Kirby Bellars.  It was explained that this issue could not be addressed through Community Speedwatch, which only operated in daylight hours, and it was an enforcement issue for the Police to address.  Insp Peters requested villagers to write to him with details of the precise locations where speeds were at the greatest and he would ensure the matter was investigated.

· The issue of using a different type of road surfacing material and installing a gating effect on he entrance to the village were raised which would be referred to the Reducing the Impact of Traffic Team at the County Council for consideration.
In conclusion, the Chairman thanked Mike Wilson for his presentation.

NOTED:

the contents of the presentation and that Kirby Bellars Parish Council would be progressing its request to become part of the Community Speedwatch scheme.

19.
Influencing the Big Budget in Leicestershire


Harry Mistry invited everyone present to take part in a voting exercise related to the budget of the County Council.  The priorities for the County ha been agreed through the Sustainable Community Strategy (on which community forums had been consulted) but there would be opportunities to increase spending in certain areas and the voting exercise (which was being carried out at all 27 community or area forums across the County) was an opportunity for communities to influence what the additional priorities in those areas should be.  The view of the forums would be reported to Leicestershire Together and the results of the voting exercise would be reported to the next meeting of the Forum.

20.
Question Time

The Chairman invited all those present to submit any questions they wished to raise about the local area on which officers would then endeavour to provide an oral response at the meeting or, otherwise, would supply a written response within the next 20 days.

The following three issues were raised at the meeting:-

(a)
A number of residents raised concerns regarding the type of roof tiles to be used on houses on a new development on Main Street, Kirby Bellars.  Residents stated that these tiles were highly reflective and would reflect sunlight to an adverse degree onto adjoining properties.  It was confirmed that planning permission for the development had been granted by Melton Borough Council.  Lynn Aisbett responded that the Borough Council was aware of residents' concerns which were being investigated.  The Borough Council would be replying to the Parish Council on the matter shortly.

(b)
A number of residents also referred to the positioning of the railings and the eventual height of the shrubs to be planted around the carriageway edge of the housing development mentioned in (a) above and they asked if these would be too close to the highway and cause road safety concerns.  The Parish Council representatives confirmed that the Highways Department at Leicestershire County Council had been contacted on this issue and suggestions for improvements had been made.  The Chairman added that a petition had been received concerning dangers of turning traffic from Main Street onto the A607 and this would be considered at the next meeting of the Melton Highways Forum on 4 February 2009.  Residents could attend and speak at this meeting.  An update on these issues would be presented to the next meeting of the Community Forum.

(c)
A question was asked regarding a letter that had recently been published in the Melton Times suggesting that there was a 'top heavy management structure' at Melton Borough Council.  Cllr Graham, in his capacity as Leader of the Borough Council, explained that this was a comment made by Cllr M. O'Callaghan that would be discussed at the next meeting of the Council.  Cllr Graham informed the Forum that management structures at the Council had already been examined and would be re-examined when the new Council offices had been built.  He said the management structure had already been slimmed down and the Council had become more customer-focussed.
The Chairman thanked those present for their questions and requested 

that any feedback forms on the evening's meeting be completed and 
left for collection at the end of the meeting.

21.
Issues for the Next Meeting for the Forum


The Chairman requested the Forum to suggest any items for discussion at the next meeting.


AGREED that the following items be included on the agenda for consideration at the next meeting:-

(i)
Update on how Melton Borough Council would be providing services to the public in the future (including, for information, details of which services were provided by the Borough Council and which by the County Council).

(ii)
Community Safety – presentation on behalf of the Community Safety Programme Board;

(iii)
Feedback on the 'Big Budget' exercise;

(iv)
Update on road safety issues, A607/Main Street, Kirby Bellars.

22.
Membership of the Forum


It was explained that the core membership of the Forum comprised the County Councillor, the District Councillors and the Parish Councillors for the Forum area and the Forum considered these members would reflect adequately local views and that no expansion in the core membership of the Forum was necessary at the present time.

23.
Date, Time and Venue for the Next Meeting

AGREED:


that the next meeting of the Forum be held on Thursday 26 March 2009 at 7.00pm at a venue to be notified later.  (It was suggested that a venue in Nether Broughton or Great Dalby should be investigated for the next meeting).

7.00pm – 9.30pm
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