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Minutes of a meeting of the Hinckley Area Community Forum held at the Avic/Vista Centre, Barwell on Thursday 2 October 2008
Present
Cllr R Ellis (Earl Shilton Town Council) – in the Chair

	Cllr. D. C. Bill
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Leicestershire County Council

	Cllr. J. C. Bown
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Earl Shilton Town Council

	Cllr. S. Francks
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Cllr. D. Gould
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Cllr. D. Inman
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Burbage Parish Council.

	Cllr. J. S. Moore
	Leicestershire County Council



	Cllr. J. F. Howard
	Burbage Parish Council

	Cllr. N. Robinson
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Burbage Parish Council.


Clerk:-

	Ben Smith
	Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council


Officers
	Sabrina Malik
	Community Engagement Manager, Leicestershire County Council


Partner Agencies
	Sgt Pete Copple
	Hinckley Local Policing Unit, Leicestershire Police

	Greg Drodz
	Voluntary Action, Hinckley and Bosworth

	Edwina Grant
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Mike Hay
	Group Manager – Transport Development Scheme, Leicestershire County Council

	Tony Kirk
	Group Manager – Passenger Transport Unit, Leicestershire County Council

	Ron Grantham
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Helen Harris
	Leicestershire County Council

	Judy Handford 
	Age Concern, Hinckley and Bosworth

	Nicola Lees
	Leicestershire County Council

	Sue Caville
	Leicestershire PCT

	Lindsey Short
	Community Transport, Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council


Residents
	Pauline Cutress
	Hinckley and Bosworth Older People’s Forum

	Terry Kirby
	Campaigning for Better Transport (CBT) 

	Jan Kirby
	Leicester Road Residents Group

	Eric Neal
	Cyclists’ Touring Club (CTC) 

	
	

	Stuart Pemberton
	Leicester Road Residents Group

	Janet Rowe
	Hinckley and Bosworth PAG

	Ron Smith
	


Apologies for absence were received from Mrs R Camamile CC (Leicestershire County Council), Mrs M L Sherwin CC (Leicestershire County Council and Burbage Parish Council), Cllr J. Bannister, (Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council), Cllr W. Moore (Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council) and Cllr J. Moore (Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council).
27. Welcome and Introductions

Cllr Ellis welcomed everyone to the third public meeting of the Forum and looked forward to the discussions that would take place relating to the main theme for the evening of transportation.
28. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 8 May 2008, having previously been circulated, were agreed and signed as a correct record subject to minute 23 v)’s reference to Amanda Court be corrected to read Amarda Court. 
29. Declarations of Interest

The Chairman invited those who wished to do so to declare any interest in respect of items on the agenda.

None were made. Later under Minute 30 (District Council Offices at the Mead), Mr J S Moore CC declared a personal and non prejudicial interest as a Governor at North Warwickshire and Hinckley College. 
30. Reports and Feedback
i) Action/Progress from the previous meeting

Services for Older People in Hinckley
It was reported that following the meeting of 5 May, at which the main focus had been Services for Older People, Councillor David Inman had been appointed Older Person’s Champion at Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council. The Council was additionally considering provision for an Older Persons Manager. It was further reported that Councillor Inman was continuing to investigate the possibility of provision of a revised Older Person’s handbook specific to the Hinckley area. Greg Drodz of Voluntary Action reported that in his Annual Report an allocation of £933 had been made to support such a project.
District Council Offices at the Mead

Further to the discussion at the previous meeting regarding the future of District Council premises at the Mead, it was clarified that the proposed alternative site of the Old College was not in fact a listed building.
31. Items requested by Forum Members

i) Transport
Transport Scheme Development, Leicestershire County Council

Mike Hay outlined the work of the Transport Team at the County Council. He explained that their work was organized through the Local Transport Plan which in turn was tied in to the national government’s agenda which dictated spending commitments for the County Council on transportation schemes. In terms of priorities, their work was very much target driven and predominantly focussed on the following activities:

· Road safety and reducing the numbers killed or seriously injured on the County’s roads;
· Tackling congestion through schemes that encouraged walking, cycling and the development of school travel plans;

· Managing traffic speeds through traffic calming and road safety education;

· The work of the Leicestershire and Rutland Road Safety Camera Scheme.

Arising from discussion the following principal points were noted and a response back to the next meeting of the Forum would be provided, as appropriate:
· The Highways Agency had indicated no plans to expand the A5 to form a trunk road but officers would contact the Agency to see if there were any plans to do this in the future;

· An indication of progress was requested regarding changing the speed limit on Leicester Road, Hinckley (Golf Club);
· The County Council had supported the principle of the 1998 Hinckley and Borough Council devised cycle network but had limited resources which had to be directed in the most effective way, rather than the ideal of a comprehensive strategy being adopted. As such, the current focus was on urban centres such as Leicester and Loughborough. The County Council did though work closely with Sustrans to provide joint funding where appropriate to improve the rural cycle network.
Passenger Transport

Tony Kirk, Group Manager for Passenger Transport, outlined the work of the Passenger Transport Unit which was also driven by Local Transport Plan priorities. Work within the Unit included the following areas:
· Improving access for people by any means;

· An hourly bus service policy to provide a n hourly service within an 800 metre walk for 95% of Leicestershire residents and suitable services for the remaining 5%;

· A review of Sunday and early evening bus services is programmed for early 2009;
· Provision of transport grants to the Community and Voluntary Transport Sector;

· Responsibility for commenting on rail policy;

· School transport provision to over 19,000 children a day;

· Services to users of Adult Social Care services.

Arising from discussion the following principal points were noted and a response back to the next meeting of the Forum would be provided, as appropriate:

· There was desire for an hourly bus service to serve the Earl Shilton Doctor’s Surgery. To that effect, a petition containing 408 signatures  was handed in to the clerk to pass on to Leicestershire County Council for investigation;

· The possibility of encouraging Stagecoach/Arriva buses to provide joint ticketing arrangements was raised by residents where they had similar routes in the area. Tony Kirk responded that there could be restrictions to such a proposal in terms of competition laws but he would check up on whether this was a viable proposition;
· The local library and Hinckley Service Shop both provided bus service maps of the area;

· Although it was noted that some residents of Amarda Court had difficulty in reaching their local bus services it unfortunately did not qualify for additional help when measured against transport policy criteria;

· A  concern was raised at the distance of the bus stop from Station Road to Higham on the Hill as this was on an incline and provided difficulties for some elderly residents;

· Buses are not able to service the grounds of Sunnyside Hospital in Hinckley. Arriva, who operate services past the hospital have experienced problems from poorly parked cars leading on occasion to buses becoming trapped in hospital grounds and as such now generally don’t offer such diversions. The bus company have also expressed concerns about the effect on through passengers due to the time taken to divert through the hospital grounds.. An alternative measure currently being designed is the improvement of passenger waiting facilities for services operating Ashby Road past the front of the hospital; 

· A request was made for the rail service to Hinckley to be increased from an hourly service to every 30 minutes. Although it was difficult to bring pressure to bear on rail companies on such matters, increased patronage and letters of support to Arriva Cross Country and the Department for Transport could lead to the reconsideration of frequency the next time the franchise was due for renewal;
· Where possible, the review of early evening and Sunday services would supplement the current 12 hourly service core bus network of commercial services that currently didn’t have such an extension to their services. Such funding would be directed to where the benefits were highest and on a value for money basis around the County.

Police Perspective

Sergeant Pete Copple presented to the Forum transport issues from the perspective of the police service. A copy of the presentation slides is filed with these minutes.
It was noted that the police service had a variety of enforcement powers regarding and operated a lot of local initiatives in the Hinckley area to reinforce them. These included:

· ‘Operation Speedwatch’ Driver Education – From 15-19 September 2008 drivers as an alternative to direct enforcement had been stopped outside of Barwell School and educated about speeding and care and attention around school areas. 
· Speed Awareness Course – Any driver in Leicestershire who as a first speeding offence exceeded a 30 miles per hour (mph) speed limit but drove under 39 mph, as an alternative to gaining 3 points on their licence, had the option of attending a speed awareness course. A recent example of which had meant 14 drivers attending Barwell Junior School and being questioned about road safety by pupils which had been acknowledged as a very effective deterrent for the drivers involved;
· A project in Burbage where two beat officers spent some of their time assisting disaffected youths in refitting a fire engine which would eventually be provided to a third world country;
Arising from discussion the following principal points were noted:

· Regular penalty notices were issued for mobile phone use when driving, statistics of which would be brought to the next Forum meeting for information;

· The issue of small motorbikes being driven in and around Moat Avenue, Barwell had been reported to the police. Sergeant Copple would speak to the local beat officer about the Forum’s concerns regarding this.  
32. Question Time

The Chairman invited all those present to submit any questions/s they wished to raise about the local area, which he would endeavour to either provide either orally or via a written response within 20 days.

A total of 6 questions were received which are detailed below:-

	
	Question
	Submitted by


	Question to 
	Answer

	1.
	‘How can we best improve public transport in the Hinckley, Barwell, Burbage and Earl Shilton Area in the evenings and on Sundays?’


	Anon
	Leicestershire Highways (County Council)
	Response from Leicestershire Highways: a review is being undertaken for which is looking at supplementing the 12 hourly core network and that of commercial bus services which do not run into evenings and weekends. Funds are limited and will need to be directed to where the benefits are highest on a value for money basis. 

	2.
	‘What are the merits of extending travel plans beyond that of schools to employers and tourist sites, for instance as part of the A444 road scheme upgrade to Twycross Zoo?’


	Anon
	Leicestershire Highways (County Council)
	A response will be sought from Leicestershire Highways within 20 days.

Answer – the County Council has an Accessibility Strategy and works with major businesses to implement travel plans. A pilot looking at improving communication in pilot areas is being developed with Hinckley as one of those pilot areas. The project would look at targeting major travel generators, such as schools and businesses, to improve their awareness of alternative options to the use of the car. The options for walking, cycling and public transport will be clearly promoted. 

	3.
	What is the Forum’s opinion on a “Gating Policy”? Are there any areas in the area where there are concerns? A specific example is that residents of Caste Court report many ASB problems on a footpath running through the premises, and would like it closed at night.


	Mr J S Moore CC
	Leicestershire Highways (County Council)

Leicestershire Police
	Interim Response from County Council: The County Council currently has a Scrutiny Review Panel looking into establishing a Gating Policy which is suitable and fair for dealing with Gating Orders. Once this work is complete, examples such as these should be able to be assessed in greater detail.



	4.
	Is it true that the proposed youth club at Richmond Park will have an alcohol licence? If so, why is to be a youth club?


	Jan Kirby
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council
	Interim Response from Cllr Bill: Hinckley and Bosworth borugh Council is still working on this proposal. A more detailed response will be provided by the Borough Council within 20 days.



	5.
	‘When Princess Margaret visited Hinckley many years ago the town had a makeover on her route. I know we are not royalty tonight but who is responsible for the state of the road outside this building?
	Stuart Pemberton
	Leicestershire Highways (County Council)
	Response from Leicestershire Highways: The road in question is unadopted and as such is legally the responsibility of the property owners to maintain.

Response from the Chairman:The Avic/Vista Centre has limited funds and is unable to prioritise the condition of the road/car park above that of the building and support for Groups using the Centre.

 

	6.
	Would you kindly look at the state of a public footpath (near Moore Road and known as U74) and associated lighting issues?
	Anon
	Leicestershire Highways (County Council)
	 A response will be sought from Leicestershire Highways within 20 days.


Updates

Barwell and Earl Shilton Forward Project

Edwina Grant updated the Forum on a key piece of regeneration work in which Central Government had identified Hinckley and Bosworth, amongst others, as a growth point area. This meant that up to 4,500 new homes and supporting facilities being accommodated to the south of Earl Shilton and to the west of Barwell incrementally through to 2026. 
A number of engagement activities had taken place already involving Barwell Parish Council and Earl Shilton Town Council circulating materials, posters in places to the local community. Questionnaires had also been distributed and public exhibitions had recently taken place in the area. It was reported that the range and breadth of the information obtained during the consultation period had provided a detailed basis to construct the brief of the master plan and clear parameters for it follow.
Further consultation and engagement was planned in the New Year but it was pleasing to note the following resourcing had already been secured:

· Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council had secured growth point initiative funding of £350,000 to enable broader regeneration of Earl Shilton;

· £150,000 had been secured for the development of the Masterplan;

It was noted that a LeicesterShire Economic Partnership bid had also been submitted to secure funding for immediate priorities in Earl Shilton.

33. Items requested by Service Providers Consultative items and updates on:
i) Influencing the budget! Voting exercise
Helen Harris, Team Leader of the Better Places Team at Leicestershire County Council invited everyone present to take part in a voting exercise related to the budget of the County Council.  The priorities for the County had been agreed through the Sustainable Community Strategy (which community forums had been consulted on) but there would be opportunities to increase spending in certain areas and the voting exercise (which was being carried out at all 27 community or area forums across the County) was an opportunity for communities to influence what the additional priorities in those areas should be.  The views of the forums would be reported to Leicestershire Together
 and the results of the voting exercise would be reported to the next meeting of the Forum.

ii) Public consultation on the future of community health services, including plans for the Community Hospital
Sue Caville provided a presentation to Members on the consultation on the future of community health services and plans for the Community hospital which was due to close on 5 October 2008. A copy of the presentation slides is filed with these minutes.

Forum members were asked to encourage residents to participate in the consultation which could be completed online, via telephone or by post. It was noted that to date there had been 700 consultation responses.

Arising from discussion, the following principal points were made:

· The possibility of having a third walk-in centre in Barwell/Earl Shilton was queried (in addition to those already in Loughborough and South Wigston) with a view to providing an enhanced service for the planned growth in population as a result of the future increase in housing and population planned for the area;

· It was suggested that the GP surgery in Heath Lane, Barwell could also be extended to meet the needs of a growing local population;

iii) Crime and Disorder Reduction Plan 2008/2011

Ron Grantham, Community Safety Manager for Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council delivered a presentation to Members on the local Community Safety Partnership. A copy of the presentation slides is filed with these minutes.

The Forum noted in particular that the Partnership had achieved Beacon Status and had produced impressive reductions in the level of crime for 2007/08 compared against both Leicestershire and national figures.

AGREED:

a) That the Community Safety Team be congratulated on the falling crime statistics for 2007/08;
b) That an update report and presentation community safety be brought to the Forum at its October 2009 meeting and annually thereafter.
33.
Close
i) Escalation of Unresolved Issues to the County Council’s Community Engagement Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Councillor Ellis reported that he had received a letter on behalf of the Chairman and Spokesmen of Leicestershire County Council’s Community Engagement Overview and Scrutiny Committee which explained that in any cases where the Forum felt that an issue had not been resolved to its satisfaction, after having engaged with the relevant body the Scrutiny Committee would like to offer the opportunity to take it further by having the issue referred to them. 

It was noted that items so referred should normally concern issues relating to the County Council and external organisations not already covered by Forum partners who already have their own direct mechanisms for engaging with each Forum (that is District and Borough Councils, the Primary Care Trust, and the Police). 
It was further noted that it was planned that the Scrutiny Committee has a standing item at every meeting entitled ‘Items referred from Community Forums’, and that in all cases the Community Forum would be notified of the outcome of any issue that is considered by the Committee. 

AGREED:

That the offer to escalate unresolved issues to the County Council’s Community Engagement Overview and Scrutiny Committee be noted for future reference.
ii) Date of Future Meetings
AGREED:
That the next meetings of the Forum be held at 7.00 pm on the following dates:

Thursday 5 February 2009; and

Thursday 25 June 2009.

Any venue suggestions were requested to be forwarded to Sabrina Malik on 0116 305 5951 or via email: samalik@leics.gov.uk
iii) Items for Future Meetings
It was AGREED that the following main theme of provision of local health services be considered at the next meeting of the forum.
Close

The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.

7.00 – 9.25 pm






CHAIRMAN
02/10/2008









� Leicestershire Together is the Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) for Leicestershire.  It brings together numerous partnerships all seeking to deliver improved services for the people of Leicestershire.  Its Sustainable Community Strategy outlines the issues that local people see as a priority and its Local Area Agreement sets out how those issues are being tackled.
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