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Minutes of a meeting of the Markfield, Ratby, and Groby Community Forum held at Ratby Methodist Church, on Thursday 16 October 2008.

Present
Mr D A Sprason (Leicestershire County Council) – in the Chair

In attendance

	Cllr Stuart Ball
	Bagworth and Thornton Parish Council

	Cllr Chris Boothby
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council 

	Mrs Joanne Brown
	Bagworth & Thornton Parish Plan Group

	Mr Malcolm L Brown
	Bagworth & Thornton Parish Plan Group

	Cllr Martin Cartwright
	Groby Parish Council

	Mrs Susan Cartwright
	Resident

	Mrs Pat Crane
	Desford Parish Council

	Mr Rob Fraser
	Leicestershire County Council

	Mrs A Hunnybun
	Ratby Parish Plan and Parish Council

	Mr K Hunnybun
	Ratby Parish Plan and Parish Council

	Mr Ryan Jones
	Groby and Ratby Skate park Group

	Mr Jack Joyce
	Groby and Ratby Skate park Group

	Ms Merle B Joyce
	Ratby Parish Council &

Groby and Ratby Skate park Group

	Nr Tony Lockley
	Resident

	Mrs Carol Measures
	Resident 

	Mr Ibrahim Mukaddam
	Groby and Ratby Skate park Group

	Mr Joe Pasch
	Groby and Ratby Skate park Group

	Mr Andrew Simmonds
	Ratby Allotment Association


Partner Agencies
	PC Jo Lockton
	Leicestershire Police Neighbourhood Beat Officer

	Sgt Jonny Starbuck
	Deputy Commander Hinckley and Bosworth Local Policing Unit Commander (Citizen Focus Sergeant)


Officers

	Rebecca Ball
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council 

	Ron Grantham
	Community Safety Manager, Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council 

	Helen Harris
	Better Places Team Leader, Leicestershire County Council

	Beverley Ireland
	Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council

	Sabrina Malik
	Community Engagement Manager, Leicestershire County Council

	Juan Pardo
	Community Engagement Officer, Leicestershire County Council


Apologies for absence were received from Cllr P Baty and Cllr Ozzy O’Shea (Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council) and Greg Drozdz (Voluntary Action Hinckley and Bosworth).
22.
Welcome and Introductions

Mr Sprason thanked Pauline and Ken Pendrey for setting up the Church for the meeting and providing the refreshments.  He welcomed everyone, particularly the representatives of the Groby and Ratby Skateboard Group, to the second public meeting of the Markfield, Ratby and Groby Community Forum.

23.
Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 6 March 2008 were confirmed as a correct record.

24.
Declarations of interest in respect of items on the agenda

Cllrs Martin Cartwright and Chris Boothy declared personal non-prejudicial interests in the item on the Skateboard Park (Minute 25) as members of the Groby and Ratby Skateboard Group.
25.
Skateboard Park, Ratby (Minute 14 of the meeting on 6 March 2008)

Ibrahim Mukaddam gave a presentation on the work to date and the aspirations of the Groby and Ratby Skateboard Group.  He explained that the Group consisted of a variety of interested individuals, including local councillors, youth workers and teachers, with a constitution, statement of aims and objectives, etc.

The background to the formation of the Group was that riders (BMX, skateboard or blades) had to travel, at times, considerable distances, to access suitable facilities to practice their skills.  A local facility would strengthen the community, provide opportunities for young people to meet, socialise and exercise in a safe environment and reduce the number of car journeys being undertaken across the County and beyond.  The sort of facility envisaged would also serve to promote Ratby as it would attract young people from the rest of the County, if not beyond, to ride.

The Forum learned that a parcel of land, in the grounds of Brookvale High School, had been identified and plans for the skate park had been sketched out.  Questionnaires had been circulated around local schools (and 407 had been returned so far) and the results would be collated and analysed to identify more precisely what was needed.  The Group were in the process of collecting the relevant facts, they would then need to seek costings and get a survey carried out before the full project was presented to the parish councils.  The Skateboard Group were asking the Forum to offer its support to the project.


During discussion, the following were among the points raised:

· BMX racing was an Olympic sport and part of the training for racers was to hone their skills in skate parks like the one proposed.

· One of the concerned parish councils had already indicated that it supported the proposal and the other would be approached in the near future.

· Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and the County Council were both aware of the project.

· A far smaller facility for BMX riders at Markfield had been so extensively used, it had had to be closed and could reopen after refurbishment.
· No decision had been reached as to whether or not to floodlight the skate park.  Lighting would extend the times the skate park could be used for (otherwise, in the winter months it could only be used at weekends) but it would add significantly to the running costs and there were other related issues to consider.
· The facility was designed to be of a high standard and to attract users from beyond the immediate area: there was a ‘skate park etiquette’ that was understood by all riders and that meant that busy sessions would be self-regulating, permitting all riders to access the full facility safely. 

· Members of the Forum were interested in making their support known.

Mr Sprason thanked Ibrahim for his presentation.

AGREED:

(a) to note the presentation and ask that the Skateboard Group keep the Forum informed of its progress; and

(b)  that members who wished to express their support of the project should use the ‘contact us’ page of the Forum’s website (http://www.leicestershireforums.org/boswth).

26.
Facilities for Young People

Chris Boothby reported that Julie Smith, of the Oaklands Riding School, had offered to provide a large portacabin on the Riding School’s land as a safe and secure meeting place for local young people.  The Police had been made aware of the offer and had not raised any objections and youth workers at Groby College had indicated that they would be willing to provide some support.  It was important to note, however, that the facility was not intended to be a youth club (there were tentative plans for a youth club to be provided in the longer-term).  


AGREED:


That facilities for young people in Groby should be an item for a future meeting of the Community Forum.

27.
Bagworth and Thornton Parish Plan/Bagworth and Thornton Neighbourhood Action Team

Joanne Brown gave a presentation on the recently published Bagworth and Thornton Parish Plan, a copy of which is filed with these minutes.  The Plan had taken 2 years to be developed and a lot of positive outcomes for the communities had been realised alongside the development of the Plan, such as securing 2 grants for the maintenance and improvement of the Community Orchard and the creation of an older people’s Drop-in Centre.  However, Joanne reported that they had been disappointed by the lack of response from the LCRPCT (Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust) to the issues raised in the health and social care section of the Plan.

David Sprason then reported on the work of the Neighbourhood Action Team, which had made use of the Parish Plan in its work.  A key challenge was bringing the communities within the Parish together.  A lot of work had already been undertaken in a short time and the Action Team was already making a difference, eg it had an impact in promoting physical activity within the communities and was working with the Parish Council and the Youth Service to establish what provision was required by local young people.

The parish had attracted a lot of housing development in recent years but there was a need to address the lack of accompanying infrastructure.  To this end, the withdrawal of the LCRPCT’s support for a GP Surgery to go into the Community Centre had been a disappointment but the Action Team were still looking to find ways to take it forward.


AGREED:

a) To commend Joanne and the team for their work in producing the Bagworth and Thornton Parish Plan;
b) To note the progress made by the Bagworth and Thornton Neighbourhood Action Team.

28.
Question Time
	
	Question
	Submitted by


	Question to 

	1.
	Given that the only buildings in the Hinckley and Bosworth District area listed on the recently published At Risk Register by English Heritage are in Groby – Stables and Kennels to Bradgate House and the Old Hall – both Grade II – what do the relevant officers in the two Councils propose to do in relation to working with the relevant owners to negotiate the future consolidation and preservation of these important buildings.

	Greg Drozdz
	County Council and Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council  

	2.
	What progress is being made to rectify the shortage of allotment land in Ratby?  


	Andrew Simmonds
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Ratby Parish Council


Question 1
David Sprason reported that the County Council were talking to the owners.  The Forum noted that both properties had been on the At Risk Register for several years and had been largely left to decline: it was responsibility of Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council to monitor their condition.  The Forum noted that Mr Sprason would raise their concerns on this matter with the County Council.  


Question 2
Andrew Simmonds (Chairman of the Ratby Allotment Association) set out some background.  The need for more allotments had been identified 4 years ago in the Parish Plan (at the time over 100 contributors said they would be interested in having an allotment but there were only 7 plots) but only a few more had been found since.  The Forum noted that the promotion of allotments could contribute to success in reaching some Local Area Agreement (see footnote to Minute 29) targets, eg reducing obesity, and to creating more sustainable communities.  The Allotment Association were asking the Forum to support and promote allotments.  The Parish Council had already considered the question, was in full support and had referred the issue to Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council, requesting that the need to find suitable land be included in the Local Development Framework (the replacement for the Local Plan, currently being drafted and consulted on).  It was noted that, once land had been identified, the Stepping Stones scheme might be a source of grant funding. The Forum also noted that Rebecca Ball agreed to refer the Forum’s concerns to Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council.  

29.
Influencing the Big Budget
Helen Harris invited everyone present to take part in a voting exercise related to the budget of the County Council.  The priorities for the County had been agreed through the Sustainable Community Strategy (which community forums had been consulted on) but there would be opportunities to increase spending in certain areas and the voting exercise (which was being carried out at all 27 community or area forums across the County) was an opportunity for communities to influence what the additional priorities in those areas should be.  The views of the forums would be reported to Leicestershire Together
 and the results of the voting exercise would be reported to the next meeting of the Forum.
30.
Crime and Disorder Reduction Plan

Ron Grantham reported on the Hinckley and Bosworth Community Safety Partnership, which brought people together to work towards reducing the fear of crime within the Borough.  The partnership was part of the Local Strategic Partnership and was made up of the Borough and County Councils, the Police, Fire and Rescue, magistrates, Drugs and Alcohol Action Team (DAAT), Probation and Youth Offending Services and many other agencies, including the voluntary and business sectors.  The Delivery Group met fortnightly and was briefed by the Local Policing Unit (LPU) on threats identified and worked to produce plans to combat these.  Every Tuesday, the officers involved also met.  The partnership’s effectiveness and governance was such that it was recognised as a national example.  The CPA (Comprehensive Performance Assessment – carried out by the Audit Commission to assess the performance of local authorities and the services they provide for local people) had described it as an “effective partnership”.  They had also gained Beacon Status.  

The Partnership had mounted several successful schemes, including Model Community House projects, a pilot scheme to make use of Blue Tooth messages, the Neighbourhood Plus scheme, and the Safety Crew Booklet.


The recently released figures on reported crime for 2007/08 had revealed a 2% decrease nationally.  In Leicestershire the reduction had been 5% but Hinckley and Bosworth had seen overall crime fall 15.42%.  Figures for the year to date showed a further reduction of 8% for the Borough.  Particular successes had been the reduction in domestic burglary (25%, 44 less offences); violent crime (25%, 51 less offences) and criminal damage (22%, 141 less offences).  The Safe Summer Campaign in Hinckley Town Centre had seen a reduction in assault/harassment/public order of 40.6% and a reduction in overall crime of 16.6%.

The priorities within the Borough were: Earl Shilton and Barwell; Substance Abuse Harm Reduction; Anti-Social Behaviour; Violent Crime Reduction (not prevalent within the Borough but the partnership needed to remain aware of it); Hinckley Town Centre; and Road Safety (in particular the anti-social element of bad parking and boy racers).  The Partnership had a three-year plan and the intention was to refresh it annually.

The challenges for the future were to maintain the reduction in crime figures, which would be especially hard during an economic downturn.   New crimes in the area were being seen, eg the draining of car petrol tanks and thefts of catalytic converters from vehicles.  


Members of the Forum expressed their support for the partnership and, in particular, wished to extend their thanks to the local police for their professional, courteous and quick responses to reported incidents.


AGREED:

a) to note the presentation;

b) to congratulate the Hinckley and Bosworth Community Safety Partnership and the Police on the reduction in reported crime in the Borough.

31.
Police Update

Jonny Starbuck and Jo Lockton reported to the Forum on the work being undertaken in the area by the local policing unit (LPU).  An increasing number of partnerships were being developed with schools and housing associations, amongst others, to ensure that known troublemakers were identified and joined-up solutions could be found to the problems they caused (eg ending tenancy agreements, or finding places on drug treatment programmes).


Following on from the presentation on the Community Safety Partnership (Minute 30) Jonny reported that there was one area in which crime figures were rising – thefts of, or thefts from, motor vehicles.  A particular problem in the area was that many of the vehicles targeted were in hotel car parks and often belonged to businessmen not using their own cars.  It was not just local people being affected.


Jo reported that there were now 3 Neighbourhood Beat Officers and 3 Community Support Officers for Ratby, Groby, Markfield and Stanton under Bardon.  The local priorities being targeted were around the social club in Ratby (especially during the hours from 9pm to 3am), anti-social behaviour in the evening around Groby, and speeding traffic across the area.


The Forum noted that a joint unit had been launched in the Hinckley and Bosworth area (the first such in Leicestershire) whereby part of the Borough Council’s Neighbourhood Safety Team had moved into the police station at Hinckley to provide a more joined-up approach in tackling anti-social behaviour.  The police would be identifying problems on the streets and the Neighbourhood Safety Team would be contacting parents, if necessary, when the police had intervened to take names but not felt that further action was required by them at the time.  Jonny asked people to be aware that it was only a small proportion of young people who caused trouble.


The LPU were looking to raise their visibility in the area and were currently seeking funding for a bicycle for an officer in Ratby.  They were making use of community centres as bases within villages.  Jonny reported that the next meeting of the Groby, Ratby and Markfield JAG (Joint Action Group – a sub-group of the Community Safety Partnership (Minute 30) brought to together to provide community engagement links with the partnership) would be at 7pm on Tuesday 18 November.  Further information on the JAG could be obtained from the Community Safety Partnership on 01455 238141.

In response to a question, Jonny confirmed that there would be an additional police presence in the area for Halloween, Bonfire Night and the Saturday between the two.  The Forum’s attention was drawn to Leicestershire County Council’s website, from which posters to discourage ‘trick or treaters’ could be downloaded (http://www.leics.gov.uk/index/business/tradingstandards/ts_consumers/no_cold_calling_zones.htm).

32.
Date of next meeting

Mr Sprason suggested that the Forum consider holding an additional meeting before December to discuss the Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council Local Development Framework, in particular, rural housing allocations and travellers’ sites.

It was AGREED that an additional meeting of the Forum be arranged for 7.00 pm on Thursday 27 November 2008 at a venue to be confirmed.


The Forum noted that the following meeting would be at 7.00 pm on Thursday 12 March 2009 at a venue to be confirmed.
33.
Close


Mr Sprason reported that he had received a letter from the Chairman of Leicestershire County Council’s Community Engagement Overview and Scrutiny Committee explaining that part of that Committee’s role was to review and scrutinise the development of Community Forums.  In particular, the Forum noted that the letter offered Forums the opportunity to refer issues they felt had not been resolved to their satisfaction to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 

Mr Sprason also drew attention to the availability to VCS (voluntary and community sector) groups of small grants from a partnership between Voluntary Action Leicester (VAL) and the Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Community Foundation (LLRCF).  Further details could be found on VAL’s website - http://www.voluntaryactionleicester.org.uk/. 
The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and asked that members spread the word about the Forum and encourage more members of the public to attend.  He then closed the meeting.

7.05pm-9.00pm






CHAIRMAN

16/10/08
� Leicestershire Together is the Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) for Leicestershire.  It brings together numerous partnerships all seeking to deliver improved services for the people of Leicestershire.  Its Sustainable Community Strategy outlines the issues that local people see as a priority and its Local Area Agreement sets out how those issues are being tackled.
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