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Minutes of a meeting of the Bosworth Community Forum held at Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre

on Thursday 9 October 2008

Present
Cllr Morrell (Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council/

Sheepy Parish Council) – in the Chair

In attendance
	Mr J Aldridge
	Sheepy Parish Council

	Mr G P Betts
	Market Bosworth Parish Council

	Mrs R Camamile
	Leicestershire County Council

	Mrs P Crane
	Desford Parish Council

	Mrs M Cullen
	Shackerstone Parish Council

	Ms J De Bruyne
	Resident

	Ms A Forsyth
	Sheepy Greens

	Ms C Foxhall
	Witherley Parish Council

	Ms M Gallagher
	Twycross Parish Council

	Mr A C Gough
	Sheepy Parish Council

	Ms K Harman
	Nailstone Parish Council

	Ms C Henshaw
	Resident

	Mr D Hickie
	Witherley Parish Council

	C Jones
	Resident    

	Mr R Jones
	Resident

	Mr Matthews
	Resident

	Mrs Matthews
	Resident

	C McRuperts
	Resident

	Ms C Monkman
	Market Bosworth Parish Council

	Mr I Ould
	Leicestershire County Council

	Mr K Papworth
	Sheepy Greens

	Ms L Papworth
	Sheepy Greens

	Mr R Payne
	Osbaston Parish Council

	Mr C Peat
	Carlton Parish Council

	Mr J Price
	Leicestershire Gypsy Council Liaison Group

	Mr D A Reid
	Hinckley & Bosworth Parish Councils Association

	Mrs M Richardson
	Barlestone Parish Council

	Mr K Sheen
	Resident

	Mr I Smith
	Cadeby Parish Council

	Cllr B Sutton
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Mr R M Symonds
	Market Bosworth Parish Council

	Mr D Walker
	Witherley Parish Council

	Mr T Walker
	

	Ms S Windybank
	Sutton Cheney Parish Council


Partner Agencies
	PC Graham Anderson
	Leicestershire Police Neighbourhood Beat Officer (Market Bosworth)

	Insp Martyn Ball
	Commander Hinckley and Bosworth Local Policing Unit

	Greg Drozdz
	Voluntary Action Hinckley and Bosworth

	Judy Hancock
	Age Concern Hinckley and Bosworth


Officers
	Matt Bagley
	Travellers Sites and Liaison Officer, Leicestershire County Council

	Rebecca Ball
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Katanya Barlow
	Principal Planning Officer, Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Edwina Grant
	Strategic and Community Planning, Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Beverley Ireland
	Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council

	Sabrina Malik
	Community Engagement Manager, Leicestershire County Council

	Simon McIntosh
	Group Manager, Communities & Better Places, Leicestershire County Council

	Juan Pardo
	Community Engagement Officer, Leicestershire County Council

	Lydia Wilson
	Bosworth Battlefield, Leicestershire County Council


Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs R Ward and O O’Shea (Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council) and from Bill Cullen (Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council).

20.
Welcome and Introductions

Cllr Morrell welcomed everyone to the second public meeting of the Forum.  He explained that Juan Pardo would be circulating during the meeting to take photographs to place on the website for the Forum (http://www.leicestershireforums.org/boswth) and asked that people let Juan know if they objected to their image being used.  He then welcomed John Price, of the Leicestershire Gypsy Council Liaison Group and thanked Lydia Wilson (Marketing Officer for the Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre) for keeping the centre open for us.  Lydia was invited to say a few words.


Lydia welcomed everyone to the Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre.  She informed members that the new exhibition had attracted 35,000 visitors since its opening in February.  She explained that the Centre was happy to display leaflets of local businesses and play a role in the local community.  The Centre was also open to suggestions and ideas and welcomed feedback from its visitors.  Lydia took the opportunity to mention the forthcoming ‘Battle in the Attic’ event (18/19 October) at which it was hoped local people would come forward with their stories and legends of Bosworth (especially relating to 22 August 1485); and the Christmas Evening that would be held on 3 December (6.00 – 8.30 pm) which would feature mulled wine, mince pies and carol singing.
21.
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 13 March 2008, having previously been circulated, were agreed as a correct record.

22.
Declarations of Interest

The Chairman invited those who wished to do so to declare any interests in respect of items on the agenda.


No declarations were made.

23.
Leisure Provision for Young People (Minute 16 of the meeting on 13 March 2008))

Juan Pardo reported on a meeting that officers had held in Sheepy Magna in September, a result of which had been agreement that the mobile youth bus would visit Sheepy twice a week, fortnightly, on a trial basis.  The opportunity would be taken to ask young people what activities they would like to be able to access and talks were already being undertaken with the Memorial Hall.  

Juan also reported that a new Strategic Youth Manager had been appointed by Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council to oversee youth provision at a Borough level and this should ensure better communication both across the Borough and also with the County Council.
Arising from discussion, the following principal points were noted:

· the bus had so far visited Sheepy twice but it had been poorly advertised, in particular, the stated intention to advertise in the monthly Gazette had not been carried out.  

· Concerns were expressed over the possibility that the expense of purchasing, running and manning the bus was greater than that of hiring the village hall one evening a week and providing a youth worker for that evening (as had been the case in the past).  

· There was a relatively small limit (especially if compared to a village hall) of numbers that could be accommodated on the bus.

· Sheepy Parish covered 7 villages and hamlets.

AGREED:

(a) to request Juan Pardo to report to a future Forum on the costs of the mobile bus unit;

(b) to request parishes to provide details of their magazines to Sabrina Malik to enable the Community Engagement team to work to improve the advertising of such facilities at community level.

24.
Highways Tour update

Ivan Ould reported on the tour of the area he had undertaken with Ian Grierson (Highways Area Team Manager, Department of Highways, Transportation and Waste Management, Leicestershire County Council).  This had been arranged in the light of a perceived breakdown in communication between councillors in the area and highways officers following the merger of the Nailstone depot into the Croft depot.  The tour had taken in Twycross, where it had now been agreed to extend the 30mph zone down the hill; Sheepy, where the limit was now to be reduced to 30mph; Osbaston, where Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) were to be placed on the A447; the Bull in the Oak junction, where the last reconfiguration of the junction had resulted in no further accidents; and Ibstock northern perimeter road.


One issue that remained to be resolved was the problem of 4x4s using green lanes and leaving them unsuitable for other users.  Many landowners were taking unilateral action and closing the lanes or leaving farm machinery across the entrances.


The Forum was pleased to note that a scheme had been drawn up to provide a footpath between Carlton and Market Bosworth (see Minute 15 of the meeting on 13 March 2008), although this was dependent on BT, as the proposed path will need to go around one of their facilities.  It was explained that the Carlton-Market Bosworth footpath would be a yardstick for other rural links between villages.

Mr Ould briefly referred to Station Road, Market Bosworth and the entrance to the Golf Course.  The problems dated back to difficulties between the developers and the County Council regarding a ban on HGVs (Heavy Goods Vehicles).  The developers and officers of the County Council were still in discussions.

Mr Ould briefly referred to grass cutting along the highways.  He had been assured that the last rural cut in the area would be complete by the end of the second week in October; although this had not happened, the tractors were now operating in the area.

Arising from discussion, the following principal points were noted:

· Cadeby Parish Council continued to believe that a roundabout should be placed at the Bull in the Oak junction.

· A teenager had recently fallen while walking alongside the A447 (she had been unharmed), highlighting the dangers of the lack of a proper pavement.  It was suggested that further speed restrictions were needed along this stretch of road.

· Twycross Zoo had recently had a planning application to expand their facilities approved and concerns were expressed about the suitability of the existing entrance off the A444.  The advice to the Planning Committee of the Highways section at County Council had been that they had no objections on highways grounds.  It was noted that this had only been advice which the members of the Planning Committee had to take account but did not have to follow.

AGREED:


To note the update on highways related issues in the area.
25.
Affordable Housing Workshop Update

Kevin Morrell reported on the event held at the Royal Arms, Sutton Cheney on 18 September supported by Richard Windley of Midland Rural Housing, Valerie Bunting of Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council, Leicestershire Rural Partnership and the Leicestershire County Council.  Over 40 people had attended and had left with a better understanding of the issues around affordable housing on exemption sites.


AGREED:


To encourage all Parish Councils to consider undertaking housing needs surveys.  Further information could be found at www.leicestershireforums.org/housingworkshop 

26.
Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council Local Development Framework (LDF) update

Katanya Barlow provided the Forum with an update on progress with the LDF (which would replace the Local Plan).  She explained that the LDF would consist of a number of planning documents, including: a Core Strategy; a Site Allocation (which would include provision for housing, employment and open spaces); and a plan for Hinckley Town Centre.  The LDF would pass through a number of stages, including consultation, before it was submitted to the Secretary of Sate and passed for public examination.  The public consultation process would begin on 31 October and last for 6 weeks.

It was noted that the LDF was developed within the context of the East Midlands Regional Plan, which required 11,700 new homes to built in Hinckley and Bosworth Borough by 2026.  Many of these had already been provided for but further sites still needed to be located and some of these might be on green land.  The focus for development was likely to be Barwell and Earl Shilton, with limited development in rural areas.  The proposed figures for parishes in the Forum area were:
	Barlestone
	40

	Desford
	110

	Higham on the Hill
	40

	Market Bosworth
	100

	Nailstone
	20

	Newbold Verdon
	100

	Sheepy Magna
	20

	Stoke Golding
	60

	Twycross
	20

	Witherley
	20



In addition, there would need to be 42 residential pitches and 10 transitional pitches provided for travellers, along with sites for show people to make use of.
Arising from discussion, the following principal points were noted:

· Developments were permissible under government policy if they were within the existing settlement boundary.

· The sites for travellers had not yet been identified.  There would be consultation on the proposed sites, which would begin in December.

· Responses to consultations would be summarised and analysed.  Some responses and suggestions would find their way into the LDF documentation.  If there were ideas that could not be used or implemented, explanations would be given.  A summary of suggestions and responses would be prepared and made available on the Borough Council’s website: if anyone wished their response to the consultations to be confidential they needed to make that clear when it was submitted.

· The projected developments were for the next 18 years.

· Exemption sites were not part of this process, however, 40% of the housing provided under the LDF needed to be affordable and would be allocated: it was important that people with links to the area and who wished to remain in the area registered their interest in acquiring one of the allocated houses.

· The Local Choice Policy, which permitted developments adjacent to a settlement boundary if a housing need survey had identified a need, had been extended to include allowing development for the purposes of employment.

· The proposed Composting Site at Fenny Drayton would not form part of the LDF: waste and minerals were dealt with at County Council level.

· The wind turbines at Twycross, Congerstone and Bardon in the Beans were part of a renewable energy study the Borough Council had commissioned.  These three areas had been selected as they should have the right wind conditions: this did not mean that a wind farm would go ahead at any of these three areas, or that a wind farm would not be considered elsewhere.

· The Parish Plans that had been developed contained varying levels of detail.

AGREED:

That the Forum wished to encourage all parishes to produce and maintain up-to-date Parish Plans that could then be used in developing policy and informing planning decisions.
27.
Gypsy and Traveller Provision

Matt Bagley provided the Forum with an outline of the current provision and requirements across the County.  Gypsies and travellers made up a very small minority within the general population (c. 200 -250,000 individuals across the UK), often living a nomadic or semi-nomadic lifestyle: there were around 4-5,000 within Leicestershire and up to one third had no authorised stopping area available.  At any one point in time about 3,500 would be stopped on one of the 90 authorised sites within Leicestershire, 2 of which were run by the County Council (one being at Hinckley).  The Forum noted that around 90% of traditional stopping points had been blocked off.

The Forum was informed that the gypsy and traveller population had the highest levels of infant mortality and lowest life expectancy of any ethnic group in the country.  They were now a recognised minority, providing them protection against discrimination and, since 2004, all local authorities were required to assess the needs of this group and develop a strategy to address those needs, including determining the number of pitches to be provided.  The local planning authority was obliged to find sites to meet the requirements identified and the Secretary of State had powers to intervene if he/she deemed it necessary.  A needs assessment had been carried and identified a need for 203 permanent pitches to be found across Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland.  It was suggested that these should be identified as soon as possible, before further illegal camps were established.  Attention was drawn to the experience of Blaby District, which had provided a number of new sites over the previous 2 years and had consequently seen a reduction in the number of unauthorised encampments.


John Price explained to the Forum that, as a Romany Gypsy, he was involved in working with the County Council to build bridges between gypsies and non-gypsies.  Broadly speaking he explained that the traveller community consisted of new age gypsies, the Irish community and Romanies (who could be found across the world).  Increasingly members of these groups were accessing more mainstream aspects of societies but there remained a small section that gave all travellers a bad name.  John explained that a lack of education and levels of ignorance about how the majority lived was often at the back of the trouble caused.  The solution lay in building bridges between communities and improving levels of education.  Key to this end was the provision of permanent sites that enabled families with school-age children to access education on a consistent basis.  However, for many gypsies, living in caravans remained an important part of their culture.  The distrust between the majority community and gypsies and travellers had developed over centuries and the gap would not be quickly and easily overcome, however, progress was being made.  Increasingly, gypsies were seeking to settle down and, for example, they were often involved in running small, local businesses, contributing to the local and national economy.  John pointed out that, where gypsy families had invested in land, it was in their interests to maintain that land and presesrve it for their families.  They were generally happy to comply with any terms and conditions attached to planning permissions.

John extended an invitation for any elected member to attend future meetings of the Leicestershire Gypsy Council Liaison Group, which were held on the first Tuesday of every month at Desford College.

Arising from discussion, the following principal points were noted:

· A pitch was the plot needed for one family, who might have 1, 2 or 3 caravans, and was not a standard size.  The needs assessment took 1.7 caravans as an average when calculating the number of pitches required.

· There were a number of definitions of a ‘gypsy’, including one for planning purposes.  Generally, a gypsy was someone who had a nomadic lifestyle or was part of an ethnic minority (Romany or Irish Traveller).
· The gypsy and traveller community was a diverse community and not a homogenous group.

· Families stayed on pitches for varying lengths of time and certain members of the family may remain all year round while other members travel, following the work.  In particular, families with school-age children liked to maintain a base during term-time, to enable their children to access an uninterrupted education.

· The small minority who failed to clean up sites when they moved on attracted a lot of adverse publicity and gave all gypsies and travellers a bad name.  In Leicestershire, these accounted for around 30-40 individuals out of the total gypsy and traveller population.

AGREED:

(a) that the information provided be noted;

(b) that John Price be thanked for attending and talking to the Forum.

28.
Question Time
	
	Question
	Submitted by


	Question to 

	1.
	What is Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council doing to promote tourism in this area, considering that it has slashed its tourism budget and combined tourism responsibilities into an already overworked Arts Development Officer post?


	Greg Drozdz
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	2.
	Will the Forum encourage Leicestershire County Council to pursue the re-opening of the National Forest Line to passengers?


	Mrs Pat Crane
	County Council

	3.
	Why was Barleston precept set at 5% when the Parish Council only put it up 3.8%?  We have never had a satisfactory answer other than we have a large no. of people on benefits.


	Mary Richardson
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council



	4.
	When will the County Council tell us the results of the extensive archaeological fieldwork being conducted on Bosworth Field?


	Greg Drozdz
	County Council



	5.
	With the proposed multi-million pound expansion of Twycross Zoo, will the County Council assure us that the road infrastructure network will be upgraded to cope with the greater volumes of traffic?
	Greg Drozdz
	County Council



	6.
	When will the footpath be constructed along Station Road, Market Bosworth?  It is part of a Section 278 agreement with the new Golf Club contractors.

Second time of asking.  Taken 10 months to date to agree layout drawing and work schedules.  Not yet agreed.


	G P Betts
	County Council/ Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council/Police



	7.
	Do the County Council and/or Borough Council intend to opt into the provisions of the Sustainable Communities Act 2007?


	Chris Peat
	County Council/ Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	8.
	Could you please provide details of the minutes of tonight’s meeting and all websites mentioned, or, indeed, the website they can be viewed.


	Mrs C Henshaw
	All


There was some discussion of questions 1-5 at the meeting and the following points were made:

Question 1
A new Working Group had been set up by the Borough Council to discuss how to continue to promote tourism in the area – the Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council Tourism Partnership – which included Lydia Wilson and representatives from Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council, Twycross Zoo and Mallory Park.  Lydia agreed that the group needed to engage with local residents and stated that it would welcome comments and ideas from local people.  Concern was expressed that all the main tourist attractions in the area had Warwickshire postcodes.
Question 2

Several members of the Forum felt that reopening the National Forest Railway Line would be unaffordable.  It was noted that the County Council had commissioned a study into the level of development (housing) that would be needed in the area to make it viable: it was hoped that the report of the study would go to the County Council’s Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 8 December.


Question 3
Mrs Camamile explained it that the Parish Council had agreed the 3.8% increase to take their precept to a particular total.  The amount per person had been calculated taking into account the number of empty properties in the parish (which had increased  in 2008/9 on the previous year) to ensure that the total the Parish Council had requested was reached.  Due to the reduction in the number of properties eligible to pay Council Tax, this had resulted in a 5% rise on the remaining individuals’ bills.
Question 4
Lydia Wilson reported that the project had been extended for a further 6 months and would now be reporting in the middle of the summer of 2009.  There had been a lot of exciting finds already.  The aim of the work now was to locate a marsh and soil samples had been sent to the US for analysis.  The updated archaeological survey could be obtained (for free) from the ticket office or shop at the Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre.

Question 5

This had been discussed earlier in the meeting – see Minute 24.
29.
Influencing the Big Budget

Simon McIntosh invited everyone present to take part in a voting exercise related to the budget of the County Council.  The priorities for the County had been agreed through the Sustainable Community Strategy (which community forums had been consulted on) but there would be opportunities to increase spending in certain areas and the voting exercise (which was being carried out at all 27 community or area forums across the County) was an opportunity for communities to influence what the additional priorities in those areas should be.  The views of the forums would be reported to Leicestershire Together
 and the results of the voting exercise would be reported to the next meeting of the Forum.
30.
Police Update

Martyn Ball reported to the Forum on the latest crime statistics for the area.  Nationally, reported crime had fallen by 2% to the end of March 2008: in Leicestershire it had fallen by 5% and in the Hinckley and Bosworth area by 15.4%.  He was also able to report that, for the year to date (April to end of September) the local crime rate had fallen by a further 6%.  There were issues that remained a concern; in particular, in spite of the fall in total reported crime, there had been increases in thefts from motor vehicles and thefts of motor vehicles.


The Forum noted that the current economic climate was likely to impact adversely on levels of crime and the local policing unit were seeing some crimes for the first time in the area, eg the draining of petrol from the tanks of private cars and thefts of catalytic converters.


Martyn highlighted the work carried out by the police that was not generally visible to the general public, for instance, id theft and e-crime were increasingly prevalent and had a real impact on people’s lives but could not policed in a manner that was visible on the streets of communities.

The Forum noted that the policing priorities for the Market Bosworth area for the next 6 months would be: HGVs; Alcohol and Substance Misuse; and Rural Crimes.


The Forum was pleased to learn that 4 additional neighbourhood officers had recently taken up their duties in the area: there would now be 8 neighbourhood officers and 4 Community Support Officers dedicated to Market Bosworth and its surrounds.


Martyn also reported that a new unit had been launched in the Hinckley and Bosworth area (the first such in Leicestershire) whereby part of the Borough Council’s Neighbourhood Safety Team had moved into the police station at Hinckley to provide a more joined-up approach in tackling anti-social behaviour.  It was a similar set up to that which had been successfully introduced to manage prolific offenders.  Particular reference was made to the work that would be carried out in schools and the ‘Not in my Neighbourhood’ events planned around Halloween and Bonfire Night.  In addition, it was noted that a trial of new Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators, based on the model used in Burbage, had begun in September in 3 parishes.  Other parishes were already coming forward and expressing an interest in being part of the scheme.

In response to a question Martyn confirmed that they were looking into means of reducing incidents of theft of number plates and tax discs from motor vehicles.


AGREED:


To note the update on local policing activities.

31.
Date of Next Meeting

It was AGREED that the next meeting be held at 7.00 pm on Thursday 26 March 2009.


Members were asked to pass suggestions for venues for future meetings to Sabrina Malik (samalik@leics.gov.uk).

7.05pm-9.15pm
CHAIRMAN

9/10/08

� Leicestershire Together is the Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) for Leicestershire.  It brings together numerous partnerships all seeking to deliver improved services for the people of Leicestershire.  Its Sustainable Community Strategy outlines the issues that local people see as a priority and its Local Area Agreement sets out how those issues are being tackled.
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