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Minutes of a meeting of the Shepshed, Hathern and Dishley Area Forum held at Robert Bakewell School, Barkby Drive, Loughborough
on Monday 7 July 2008
Present
Councillor S Williams


Charnwood Borough Council
Councillor C Popley

Charnwood Borough Council

Councillor S Hodgson
Charnwood Borough Council

Councillor J Popley
Shepshed Town Council

Mrs B Newton CC
Leicestershire County Council

Mr K Parker CC
Leicestershire County Council

Mr D Martin
Leicester Mercury

Mr M Freckelton
Shepshed Resident

Mrs P Freckelton
Shepshed Neighbourhood Watch

Lynda Needham
Shepshed Resident

Mandy Hourd
Dishley Resident

Officers and Requested Attendees
Mr B Hayes
Chief Executive, Charnwood Borough Council
Ms C Walker
Voluntary Action, Charnwood

Mr T Purnell
Group Manager, Policy, Research and Information, Leicestershire County Council

Ms N Green
Better Places Assistant, Leicestershire County Council

Mr K Ireland
Interim Director of Programmes and Resources, Charnwood Borough Council

Mr Brian Heywood
Charnwood Independent Youth Action

Ms L Hall
Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council

Mr. R Downing
Community Engagement Manager

Ms A Barrett
Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust
P C Richard Neville
Leicestershire Constabulary

Mr C Carey
Senior Environmental Crime Officer Charnwood Borough Council

Apologies
Apologies were received on behalf of Councillor B. Burr, Charnwood Borough Council (Forum Chair).


Chair
In the absence of Councillor B Burr it was moved, seconded and carried:


“That Councillor S Williams be elected Chair for this meeting.”

Councillor Sharon Williams – in the Chair.

22.
Disclosures of Interest

There were no disclosures of interest.
23. Minutes

Correction: ‘Paula Freehelton’ listed in the list of attendees should have read ‘Paula Freckelton’.  

With the above correction noted the minutes of the Community Forum meeting held on 18 February 2008 were agreed as a correct record.


24.
Variation in the Order of Business

The Chairman sought and obtained the agreement of Members to vary the order of business from that set out in the agenda.

25.
Leicestershire County and Rutland County Primary Care Trust – Community Health Services Review


Anna Barrett of the Leicestershire County and Rutland County Primary Care Trust gave a presentation to the Forum the purpose of which was to outline the consultation process and raise awareness of the review of Community Health Services.  A copy of the presentation is filed with these minutes.



The following issues were raised, comments made and questions answered:

(i) That it was helpful that people could choose services to suit their own particular needs rather than be constrained by geographical boundaries.


(ii) That there were sometimes issues with the county crossover of PCT’s for those people living in Hathern, for example a patient may be taken to Nottingham City Hospital but receive outpatient care from Leicestershire and Rutland PCT.  Those people who had experienced such issues were encouraged to report them as part of the Consultation in order to effect change.


It was AGREED:-


that the presentation be welcomed, the information contained within it noted and that people should be encouraged to take part in the consultation.
26.
Feedback 
(i) HandyVan Scheme

Information regarding the HandyVan scheme including operating zones and charges had been obtained from Help the Aged.  This was circulated for members of the Forum to view.  The information is filed with these minutes and is also available to view on the Community Forum Website at www.leicestershire.gov.uk/index/your_council/haveyoursay/forums.htm
(ii) ‘No Cold Calling’ Zones

Information was relayed to the Forum regarding ‘No Cold Calling’ Zones.  This was obtained from Trading Standards at Leicestershire County Council and included information on where these zones currently operated and how individuals could help more to enable zones to become established.  Leaflets were made available for Forum members to view and a copy is filed with these minutes.  Links to relevant web pages would be uploaded to the Forum website.


(iii) Anti Social Behaviour (inc. at the SIP industrial Estate, Shepshed)

A report had been requested at the previous meeting concerning anti-social behaviour, including anti-social behaviour at the SIP Industrial Estate in Shepshed and the adjacent public footpath, Jubilee Walk.  The anti social behaviour normally took the form of motorbike riding and had been subject to various initiatives that had not succeeded in reducing the anti-social behaviour.  Information was still being collated and a report would be produced for the next meeting of the Forum.  It was agreed that discussion of the anti-social behaviour that had occurred at Morrison’s would be discussed under Item 5 (i) of the agenda - Crime and Local Policing (see Minute 27 below).


Reference was also made to the problems caused by parking on grassed areas of McCarthy Road, Shepshed.  This issue would be referred to Charnwood Borough Council for a response at the next meeting of the Forum.

27.
Crime and Local Policing

PC Richard Neville reported on the latest crime statistics for the area from June 2007 until June 2008.  Information on local crime statistics and other information is available to the public on the police website at www.leics.police.uk/policing/3_north_bcu/13_loughborough/

PC Neville reported that:

· In Dishley crime had increased 33%, due very much to a marked increase in the theft of bicycles.


· In Shepshed and Hathern crime was down 14.6% although violence against individuals had increased from 28 incidents to 45.


· Thefts from vehicles were following the national trend for theft of catalytic converters.

There then followed a general discussion during which the following points were made:

· Some vehicles were stolen to order rather than just opportunistically.


· A number of young people congregated around Gorse Covert Community Centre in the evenings and weekends and it was suggested that the Centre should become a youth facility which would help to occupy and educate young people.  It was acknowledged however that some young people did not want to be associated with organised youth activities.  Instead, there were other meaningful activities which young people could undertake, perhaps under the guidance of detached youth workers.  It was reported that intervention in Sharpley Road had had a significant impact and the police were considering similar intervention in other areas.


· It was suggested that the police should report information relating to anti-social behaviour of young people at Morrisons’ Supermarket to Morrisons’ Head Office rather than just the local store manager.


28.
Fly Tipping


Chris Carey gave a report describing how Charnwood Borough Council responded to incidents of fly tipping.  The Council always responded to and investigated all reports of fly tipping within 24 hours and then arranged with the relevant service area to have it cleared.  During the first year of the new arrangements 12 cases had been taken to Court and all were prosecuted successfully.  The Council did not clear rubbish from private land but would attempt to recover the cost of clearing up the rubbish at the Court case.  However, officers were sometimes frustrated when courts did not use the full range of penalties open to them.


Throughout the Borough there were 12 cases of fly tipping currently being investigated although there had recently been a big reduction in incidents.


It was also considered important to publicise the availability of household waste recycling facilities in local newspapers in order to encourage people and businesses to dispose of their waste properly.


It was suggested that waste permits should be issued on a monthly, rather than a weekly basis and it was suggested that the local councils should work together to introduce more incentives to encourage the proper disposal of waste.  


AGREED


To note the information.

29.
Charnwood Borough Council – Corporate Plan and Sustainable Community Strategy


The Chief Executive of Charnwood Borough Council, Brian Hayes, updated the Forum on the Borough Council’s Corporate Plan and Sustainable Community Strategy.

(a)
Corporate Plan



The main issues which had arisen from the local community during consultation were:

· Youth work.  It was suggested that provision should include a sound proof studio to enable young people to learn how to record and produce music.


· After work clubs.


· The need to increase the sense of community by for example holding a community picnic, a 5-a-side football tournament and construction of a basketball court.


· Improving the cleansing of pavements near Gorse Covert.


· Recycling facilities for plastics should be provided at Morrison’s and there should be increased numbers of waste bins.


· Improved drainage cleansing.



NOTED:



The comments which had arisen from the local community in response to the consultation on the Corporate Plan.


(b)
Sustainable Community Strategy



The main issues which had arisen from the local community during consultation were:

· Widening the role of park wardens.


· Improved public toilet facilities, particularly in Shepshed.


· Use of developer contributions.  It was noted that these were tied to the vicinity of the proposed development.


· The need to publish an updated Shepshed Shopping Guide.

· Improving the eastern Gateway to Loughborough.



NOTED:



The comments which had arisen from the local community in response to the consultation on the Sustainable Community Strategy.

30.
Charnwood Independent Youth Action


The Forum received a presentation by Brian Heywood of Charnwood Independent Youth Action (CIYA) on housing, homelessness and young people.


CIYA aimed to help 16 - 25 year olds in Loughborough and the surrounding areas to make the transition to adulthood, primarily assisting with homelessness issues.  Although most young people live in the urban area of Loughborough CIYA was also mindful of rural deprivation issues.


The following issues were mentioned during the discussion which followed the presentation:

· CIYA provided drop-in advice and support services.


· A six bed hostel was available to provide some stability for young homeless people in a caring, non-judgemental environment.  The maximum stay at the hostel was six months when young people were encouraged to move to affordable housing.  In one instance four ex-clients had shared a house and this arrangement had worked very well.


· The Charity aimed to support young people to address problems such as drug and alcohol abuse.


· There is an increase in working with asylum seekers.  The CIYA currently supported up to 30 newly arrived asylum seeks.


· The County Council’s Children and Young People’s Service supported and encouraged CIYA and a service level agreement was being developed with that Council.


· CIYA encouraged healthy living by urging young people to cook and to take part in sport and physical training.


· Some young people made poor decisions and had mental health problems due to drugs and/or alcohol misuse.  It was suggested that there is a lack of effective rehabilitation services locally.


· Young people were encouraged to talk about relationships and sexual health issues.


· Shepshed Town Council had established sessions on drug issues at the Glenmore Centre.


· The Leicester Diocese was working to introduce a drop-in centre.  The Shepshed churches were working together to introduce the centre.


· It was reported that the Carpenter’s Arms project was cutting back although it was hoped that a similar project could be launched elsewhere in the area.


31.
Question Time


No further issues were raised.
32.
Issues for Future Forum Meetings

It was AGREED that the following issues be discussed at the next Forum meeting:-

(a) Charnwood Borough Council’s Corporate Strategy.
(b)
Charnwood Community Strategy priorities.

(c)
Crime and Local Policing.
(d)
Charnwood Borough and Parish Grants
(e)
Voluntary Action Charnwood – Funding Opportunities
(f)
Grasscutting.

33.
Summary of Actions from the meeting


The actions were summarised by the Chair and Clerk and agreed by the Forum as complete.

34.
Date of next meeting


NOTED:


The next meeting would be held at 7.00 p.m. on Monday, 20 October, in Hathern.

7.00 p.m. – 9.30 p.m.
CHAIRMAN

07/07/08
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