HAVE YOUR SAY MEETING OF 17 JUNE 2008
HELD AT THE EVANGELICAL CHURCH HALL, BATH STREET, MARKET HARBOROUGH

Alastair Swatridge in the Chair

(33 people present)

3 District Councillors (Bremner, Dr S Hill, Swatridge)

2 Police (Sgt. Turner, PC Marsh)

3 Harborough District Council Officers (A Cowan, K Mehta, P Rowbotham)

2 County Council Officers (C Howe, D Van Der Wardt)

7 Organisations (Civic Society (3), Liberal Democrats (2), HIT (1), LRPCT (1))

16 Members of the Public

ACTION LIST

	Item Heading
	Action 
	Action by
	Progress / Action taken

	Outstanding issues from previous Have Your Say meetings
	
	
	

	Wooden posts on the Square


	Work to be completed by March 2009.  Clive Howe stated that alternatives were being explored - members were keen to know what they were.
	Clive Howe to note
	 

	Do we know what use the development in Doddridge Road will be put to?


	It is understood that the land is in the hands of the Receiver and is for sale. It was questioned whether the buyers would need to apply for planning permission. 
	Peter Rowbotham to check and bring to next meeting
	

	The traffic calming in Western Avenue is dangerous as the positioning is very near to junctions. 


	The problem with traffic using the chicane at speed and bad visibility when pulling onto the main road was explained. There was also a request to make them more “cycle-friendly”. Clive Howe to be informed and comments brought to meeting.  
	Clive Howe to note 
	.

	Is there likely to be any Section 106 funding to increase the number of allotments available? 


	Matthews Bills reported there are no plans to increase or decrease provision; however the Harborough and Bowden Charities also lease allotments and have shorter waiting lists than HDC.  H & B Charities own allotments on Northampton Rd but only half of them seem to be used; is it their intention to sell the land? 
	Alastair Swatridge to check and report back
	No further action required. 

	Commons Car Park 


	Peter Rowbotham to check whether a turning circle has been included in the plans to allow lorries to turn around and also a pedestrian crossing from Manor Walk to the Co-op. Peter Rowbotham to check when consultations with Social Services and Community transport groups had taken/were to take place. 


	Peter Rowbotham to check on both points
	Lorries will only be allowed in the car park for unloading the recycling bins.

There is a height barrier at the entrance to restrict high vehicle access.

Turning for delivery vehicles will be undertaken in the highway portion of the entrance road, which finishes at the entrance to Marks and Spencer/Woolworth service yard. Difficulties are experienced here because cars park in the entrance road. This area is private land, so outside the jurisdiction of HDC, although the issue has been raised with the businesses.

The crossing from Manor Walk to Coop will be on Highway, and HDC officers have contacted LCC with regard to this. 

	Chris Stewart – Town Development Officer
	Chris explained that Sainsbury’s were dealing with the problem of abandoned trolleys (nationally) and urged anyone who found one to contact 01858 465171 (Mel Wisher) or email prl.markethboro@sainsburys.co.uk 


	All to note
	No further action required

	Agenda items –

17 June 2008
	
	
	

	Update on Developing Community Services in Market Harborough – Sue Cavill, Leicestershire & Rutland Primary Care Trust
	A verbal update was given on the developments of LRPCT. A public consultation (lasting 16 weeks) had been launched this week on the future of community health services across Leicestershire and Rutland - copies of the summary document were brought to the meeting.  Full document and summary available on their website. The results would be published (as a summary) during November. It was noted that views from 5,000+ people had already been submitted last year on the same subject.  
	All to note


	

	Local Police Matters


	Sgt Gaynor Turner and PC Kev Marsh were present. PC Kev Marsh was introduced - he was to replace Mark McNulty. 

Members were asked to consider being Key Individual Networkers and forms were left for completion. 

A full explanation of the legalities of enforcing 20 mph speed limits was given (question raised at last meeting). Members asked whether HDC would consider widening the zones and producing a document for discussion. Members were keen that the 20mph speed limit be enforced by the Police and HDC.

Police to monitor speed of vehicles between Market Harborough and East Farndon.

Vandalism and drinking of alcohol in Welland Park were discussed. HDC were to once again appoint a Park Ranger (who would cover all parks) and hopefully this would help. 
	All to note

Request to be taken to Community Safety Partnership

PC Kev Marsh to note

All to note
	No further action at this time.

Clive Howe, LCC, to progress report to the next Harborough Highways Forum on 17 September 2008

 

	Market Hall Update


	Kamal Mehta gave an update on the Market Hall with particular reference to viability and marketing. The Markets Manager had left and the appointment process was underway (on a temporary basis). HDC were engaging with market traders who were keen that the market and amount of customers increase - it was noted that the antiques dealers had not been included in the committee. Nationally, indoor markets were not performing as well as outdoor markets. A discussion took place around rent prices and the decision to allow general market traders to use the hall on a Sunday when it was the Antique Market. 

Chris Stewart to advertise on noticeboard.


	All to note

Chris Stewart to note


	No further action at this time. 

	Question Time
	
	
	

	New Questions received since Agenda despatch


	
	
	

	“In view of forthcoming building development in Farndon Road, can the Council instruct/talk to whoever owns the ditches along different sides of Farndon Road which never seem to be cleaned out. Hedges are cut and the bits fall into the ditch. Debris clutters up in places and is never removed – before floods happen and water has nowhere to go. I have reported this several times to Council but brings no results. Also the river in the town between the bridges needs cleaning up”. (Received from a resident, no name given).  


	A member of the general public stated that he had forwarded this question (giving his name) and had received a response. He wished to add that the verge on the left (heading from Market Harborough to East Farndon) had been cleaned out but not the one on the other side of the road. 
	Matthew Bills to note
	Two man Team have been instructed to clear the ditch on HDC side, and this should now have been undertaken.

	Would the Council accept the need of a greater allotment provision across the District?  


	Response awaited from Matthew Bills
	Matthew Bills to note
	The waiting list for allotments in Market Harborough show that they are becoming more popular. Feedback and enquiries form outlying villages shows that there is a demand greater than Parishes can cater for. 

Fleckney Parish Council is currently undertaking work to provide allotments for Parishioners who requested them. This model could be used as a template for other sites in the District.



	What is the exact membership of the “Welland Park Steering Group”, when did it last meet and was it consulted about the new play equipment currently being installed?

When is it intended to establish the “Friends of Welland Park Group” in accordance with the Green Flag Management Plan 2006-2016 (qv para 3.96)? 


	Response awaited from Matthew Bills.

Peter Rowbotham to check on EU directive regarding play surfaces.

It was reported that, in a document produced in 2005, the group would meet four times per year - this had not happened.


	Matthew Bills to note

Peter Rowbotham to check and report back

Peter Rowbotham to check and report back
	The last meeting of Welland Park Group was on 11/5/06.

Present: John Spiers, Beverley Rich, Phil Thomas, Andrew Watson, Cllr Field, Cllr Totten, Peter Scourfield, Matthew Bradford, Shelley Susman, 

Apologies: Cllr Dunton, Chris Holliday, Cllr Callis, Cllr Simpson, Sue Batkin, Chris Etherington, Cllr LoGalbo, Richard Moss, Dave Holland, Gaynor Forryan.

When Andrew Watson left his post as Parks Officer the meetings were not convened again. There has been insufficient capacity within the Grounds Maintenance team to undertake this work. The Parks Officer role has now been advertised again, and appointment will hopefully be made in early August. One of the first jobs for the new officer will be to set up a ‘Friends Of’ group for Welland Park, and other recreation grounds in Harborough. M Bills

	Have our local county cllrs ensured that roundabout being constructed at Airfield Farm will be as attractively landscaped as others on A6, viz at Kibworth and in Leicester at racecourse and Victoria Park?  If not, why not?

In view of the style of other roundabouts on the A6 why is it that the one at Aldi is such a disgrace to the town and that at Alvington Way not much better.  Is it because our district and county council officers and/or cllrs have been ineffective in getting best possible contributions from developers? If not, what excuse can they offer for allowing such ugly constructions to disfigure approaches to the town at a time when they are ostensibly committed to improving the street scene and environment of town
	Response awaited from Matthew Bills.

Derk van der Wardt agreed to check the minimum standards required on roundabouts and report back.

Robin Totten to contact Aldi/Lidl for an improvement to the current roundabout.


	Matthew Bills to note


	Street Scene Services have not been made aware of a detailed landscape proposal for the roundabout on A6.

Officers did communicate concerns about Lidl Aldi roundabout prior to construction, but no action was taken to improve the site.

It is unfortunate that landscape comments are have not always been sought from Street Scene Services as a matter of course by Highways/developers/planners. The situation has improved over the last few months, but improvements still need to be made. M Bills

	Question Time 


	
	
	

	Play Areas and surfaces
	It was reported that a variety of surfaces were used in play areas around the district to give children different experiences. Some members were keen that the current wood bark be replaced with a rubber impact absorbent safety surface.
	Matthew Bills to note
	

	Re-instate 101 service
	LGA has taken this up as a major issue as there is growing enthusiasm at a national level. Neighbourhood Watch were also backing this and a petition was being put together locally. 
	All to note
	

	May we have a statement on how grass cutting is co-ordinated with LCC?
	Derk van der Wardt reported that he had been aware of issues with the grass cutting; this was as a result of a new contractor and new equipment being used. Matters had been resolved and the public were being asked to contact LCC Customer hotline if there still appeared to be problems at the next cut (20/21 days time). There were due to be 9 cuts per year between March and October. 

The grass was causing a hazard at the junction near Gartree.

It was suggested that grass cuttings be swept up around sheltered accommodation in order that the infirm will not slip on them.
	All to note

Derk van der Wardt to note
	

	Piece of land on corner of Great Bowden Road is overgrown again - I bring this subject up each year
	Advice was given to contact the Customer Service line so that it is included in the work to be done.
	All to note
	My last information was that this area of land was owned by East Midlands Electricity and Skandia Life (Pensions Trustee Ltd) M Bills

	Two seats on the grass along the Millennium Way - the nearest rubbish bin is a fair distance away. Is it possible to site another bin between these seats?
	Peter Rowbotham agreed to check and report back.
	Peter Rowbotham to note
	We will monitor the situation, but as far as we are aware currently there is sufficient bin provision. Each bin that is installed has an implication for revenue budget, and has to be balanced carefully against need. M Bills

	Instead of having volunteers clean the town, why not use those on community service from the Probation Service. This could be carried out every week instead of every now and again.
	It was thought that the idea had previously been considered and rejected. Peter Rowbotham to check and report back.
	Peter Rowbotham to note
	Probation service are used by street Scene Services team to undertake some works. Recently painted the railings at Little Bowden. M Bills

	What is happening to the pavement at Essex Gardens and Cromwell Crescent?
	It was reported that the raised section was still to be completed.
	Clive Howe to note
	

	Trees overhanging on footpath Western Avenue (towards Farm Shop) - can they be trimmed?
	
	Clive Howe to note
	

	Next Meeting 
	7.00pm on Monday 1 September 2008. Venue to be arranged.


	All to note
	N/A

	
	Robin Totten to chair the meeting


	All to note
	


Meeting start time:
7.00pm

Meeting end time:
9.30 pm

For further information, please contact:


Democratic Services, Harborough District Council, Adam and Eve Street, Market Harborough, LE16 7AG

telephone: 
01858 821371

e-mail: 
j.bird@harborough.gov.uk
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