HAVE YOUR SAY MEETING OF

22 APRIL 2008
HELD AT THE TUGBY CENTRE, 

TUGBY
Councillor Mrs Tooley in the Chair

(36 people present)

5 District Councillors – Beaty, Mrs Burrell, Charlish, Galton (also County Councillor); 1 County Councillor – Dr K Feltham; 2 Police – Cooper, Sleath; 5 HDC Officers – J Bird, R. Ellis, P. Rowbotham, S. Smith, J. Strachan; 2 County Council Officers – A Robinson, D. Van Der Wardt

20 members of the pubic

ACTION LIST

	Item Heading
	Action 
	Action by
	Progress/Action taken

	Action Sheet from Previous Meeting
(31 October 2007)

Key Issues and priorities in the Area (County SCS)
	Action/progress since the last meeting to be noted.

Derk Van der Wardt, LCC informed the Meeting that copies of an update on the County SCS were available to take away after the meeting.  The LCC would consider the final draft SCS at its full Council meeting on 21 May 2008.


	All to note.
All to note.
	

	Local Police Matters
	PC Cooper and PCSO Sleath were in attendance.
PC Cooper informed the meeting that as part of neighbourhood policing, when he attended parish meetings or Have Your Say meetings he was allowed to give out his mobile telephone number which he did. However, he asked that this was not published in any local publications etc.  He urged residents to give him a ring on his mobile if they had any concerns.
The following questions were asked:-

Is there any progress in the appointment of an officer to replace PC Purkis?
PC Cooper confirmed that it was hoped that a replacement would be in place within the next three weeks.

What has been the effect of the CCTV camera at the Watkins sports ground?

Cllrl Galton to email PC Cooper and PC Cooper to investigate and respond.

The problem of large lorries going through small villages.  Could  weight restrictions be conditioned to planning approvals?

Residents urged to phone PC Cooper of any future instances.  Also, Derk Van Der Wardt, LCC, to investigate policies regarding weight restrictions of lorries etc.  Cllr Galton informed that with regard to planning approvals, this was a separate process.  
	All to note.

All to note.

Cllr Galton/PC Cooper

Derk Van Der Wardt, LCC
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Process for Consultation on Eco Town
	Presentations were given by Sue Smith, Chief executive, Harborough District Council; Andy Robinson, Assistant Chief Executive, Leicestershire County council; Cllr Galton (District and County Councillor) and Cllr Dr Kevin Feltham (County Councillor) following the confirmation received on 3 April 2008 that the ‘Pennbury’ eco-town bid was on the shortlist of 15 out of the 57 bids received by Communities and Local Government (CLG).  The consultation document produced by the CLB could be found on http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/housing/ecotownsgreenerfuture.
There then followed a question and answer session which included the following:-

Where are we with the Local Development Plan?
Sue Smith confirmed that not as much progress had been made as hoped due to the review of the Regional Plan and the eco town announcement.  

There are no details of the buildings and services in the proposed Eco town, e.g. carbon footprint, passive solar etc. i.e. what are the energy and resource footprints?
Cllr Galton responded that although no firm details were available at this stage, it was anticipated that  this would be undertaken in the future through building regulations.
What criteria did the Government use to shortlist the towns from the original 57 to the final 15?
Sue Smith confirmed that details of the criteria had been asked for and information was still awaited.  Cllr Galton added that he was aware of more than one request for information under the Freedom of Information had been requested.  

How ecological is it to build on graded land?

Cllr Galton replied that one would assume that if we were asked about the quality of the land that information would be available as information on the class of land was publicly available.

With the problems with food shortages in the world, this country does need to be able to grow crops on land that would produce it, yet the Co-op has been asked this question and they have responded that there is no demand for food.

Cllr Galton responded that part of the land was brownfield which was significant.  Economically there had been a down turn in the number of sites going forward with some housing developers currently pulling out of developments. The Co-op were not house builders but they would in due course identify the house builders who would work with them.

Would it be possible for an Environment  Enforcement Officer to be appointed out of the extra funding that may be available for extra eco town expenditure?

Sue Smith confirmed that HDC was currently working jointly with Oadby and Wigston in respect of  planning policy and this work had started before the eco town announcement.  Skills such as these would be shared between the authorities if appropriate but if there was a need identified for a specific post, this would be considered.
	All to note

All to note.

All to note

All to note.

All to note.

All tonote.

All to note.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Question Time 
	Once again our leisure time has been spoilt by unlicensed activity from Stretton 2000.  What is the position with regard to the planning application?

Cllr Galton suggested that Peter Rowbotham investigate the issue with Environmental Services and feedback information.    He understood that the planning application was currently pending because of an outstanding issue in respect of highways. The Environmental Health Officer was providing a proper monitoring regime but this would be clarified.

What progress was being made with HDC helping Parish Councils to provide more space for the burial of the deceased in parishes where burial grounds full?

Richard Ellis, HDC confirmed that a task panel had been formed to discuss the expansion of the Council cemetery and wider provision in the district generally.  The Panel would be meeting in the next few weeks to look at proposals and he would feedback information to the parishes as and when it became available.
	Cllr Galton/Peter Rowbotham

Richard Ellis, HDC


	

	Next Meeting 
	7.00 pm on Wednesday 24 September 2008.  Agreed that the venue should be as close to the eco town site as possible to be arranged.  Chair also to be confirmed.
	All to note/ Janice Bird, Democratic Services Officer to arrange.
	


Meeting start time:
7.00 pm

Meeting end time:
8.33 p.m.
For further information, please contact:
Janice Bird, Democratic Services, Harborough District Council,

Adam and Eve Street, Market Harborough LE16 7AG

telephone: 01858 821371
e-mail: j.bird@harborough.gov.uk

