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Minutes of a meeting of the Thurmaston, Syston and Wreake Villages Forum held at the Elizabeth Park Sports and Community Centre
on Wednesday 12 March 2008

Present
Members
Mr P Harley (Chair)
Leicestershire County Council, Charnwood  Borough Council and Thurmaston Parish Council.
Mr D Houseman
Leicestershire County Council
Prof M E Preston
Leicestershire County Council, Charnwood Borough Council and Rearsby Parish Council

Cllr S Campbell
Charnwood Borough Council

Cllr C Duffey
Charnwood Borough Council

Cllr T Noon
Charnwood Borough Council

Mr A Smith
Thurcaston Parish Council

Mr A Heath
Thrusington Parish Council

Ms Y Smith
East Goscote Parish Council

Mr D Cannon
East Goscote Parish Council

Mr T Griffiths
Syston Town Council

Mr D Walsh
Rearsby Parish Council

Mr N King
Barkby and Barkby Thorpe Parish Council

Officers

Mr I Donnelly
General Manager, Leicestershire South Division – East Midlands Ambulance Trust

P S Marcus Lee
Leicestershire Constabulary

Mr A Hitchcock
Area Youth Officer – Leicestershire County Council

Ms N Sutliff
Youth Development Worker – Leicestershire County Council

Mr R Downing
Community Engagement Manager – Leicestershire County Council

Mr M Seedat
Committee Officer – Leicestershire County Council

Apologies for Absence

Cllr J Bush
Charnwood Borough Council

Cllr T Bartley
Charnwood Borough Council

Cllr S Hampson
Charnwood Borough Council

Cllr K Pacey
Charnwood Borough Council

Ms P Weston-Webb
Cossington Parish Council

Mr M Love
Thurmaston Parish Council

12.
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 27 November were agreed as a correct record.

13.
Disclosure of Interests


No declarations of interest were made.

14.
Name of the Forum


With the agreement of the Chairman the Forum members debated the name of the Forum.  Concern was expressed that the current name did not recognise a number of villages and parishes whose boundaries fall within the area covered by the Forum.


It was moved by Cllr Noon and seconded by Mr Houseman:


“That the Forum should be called ‘South Charnwood Area Forum’ “


The motion was put and carried 8 members voting for and 4 against.

15.
East Midlands Ambulance Service – Syston Ambulance Station


Mr Ian Donnelly the General Manager of the Leicestershire South Division of the East Midlands Ambulance Trust gave a brief presentation on the proposals for Syston Ambulance Station which were currently the subject of consultation.  A copy of the presentation is available on the EMAS website.


In response to questions and comments, Mr Donnelly advised members of the Forum as follows:


(i)
The consultation document had been sent to the County Council, District Councils and all Parish Councils.  If any Parish Council had not received the consultation paper copies could be made available on request.  Comments on the consultation could also be posted via the EMAS website.


(ii)
The views of the staff working for EMAS would also be sought.  Should members of the Forum wish to obtain the views of staff to inform their comments they should contact UNISON.


iii)
No decision had been taken and the EMAS Board would meet on 19 May to determine what action to take in light of comments received.


iv)
Discussions were on-going with the new Syston Health Centre.  Currently agreement in principle has been reached on access to 2 ambulance bays and 2 consulting rooms.  The contractual details have yet to be finalised but it was hoped to enter into a long term lease.


(v)
In the event the Board decides to close Syston Ambulance Station the property would be offered to other NHS providers.  If another NHS provider requires the site no capital receipt would accrue.  If the site is not required by another provider EMAS could sell the site and re-invest the capital receipts in developing the Service.


RESOLVED


a)
That Mr Ian Donnelly be thanked for his presentation.


b)
That the constituent bodies to the Forum be asked to submit their comments on the proposals so that the EMAS Board is made aware of local concerns.

16.
Petitions


a)
Petition from East Goscote Parish Council



The Forum considered a petition signed by 500 people requesting the County Council to provide additional lighting to a footpath “Weavers Wynd’ which runs between the edge of the village green and the school hedge through the centre of the village.



The petition was supported by the local County Councillor Mr Houseman CC and received the unanimous support of the Forum.


b)
Petition from Cossington Parish Council



The Forum considered a petition presented by Mr M Crosson on behalf of the Parish Council.  The petition calls on the Council to take action to reduce the possibility of further accidents near the bus stops outside the White House and Royal Oak on Main Street, Cossington.



The petition was supported by the local County Councillor Mr Houseman CC and received unanimous support of the Forum.

17.
Crime and Anti Social Behaviour


The Chairman welcomed to the meeting Sgt Marcus Lee.


Sgt Lee outlined for Forum members the area covered by his LPU and brief outline of key statistics as follows:
· Area Covered
-
86 sq miles

· Population
-
69000

· Area Serviced by
-
35 Police officers and 10 PCSO

· Overall

Crime Levels 
-
2007
-
5304

}
a drop of


-
2008
-
5755

}
10.4%

In the ensuing discussion the following comments were made:


(i)
The issue of underage drinking and anti-social behaviour was recognised.  The Police worked closely with officers of Charnwood Borough Council to target off-licences who were suspected of serving alcohol to young people.  Alongside this there were regular targeted test purchasing undertaken to identify such traders.  The Police had also undertaken a campaign to stop and seize alcohol from underage drinkers and in the last quarter some 207 such stops were made.  With regard to the revoking of licences where there was clear evidence this would be done.  Gathering such evidence was not always easy.

ii)
Whilst overall crime levels in the area had fallen particularly in Thurmaston it was recognised that in some areas, East Goscote and Syston there had been a slight increase in overall crime.  In Syston the overall crime rate went up by 3% but violent crime had increased by nearly 17%.  Syston was now a priority neighbourhood in terms of policing and it was hoped this would impact on crime levels.


iii)
The Police welcomed the opportunity to work with local communities and parishes in identifying ‘hot spots’ and meetings such as this provided an opportunity to gather information and intelligence.  The local beat officer or PCSO would, if invited, attend Parish meetings and share with them data on crime.


iv)
the possibility of using mobile CCTV vans to cover known ‘Crime Horspots’ (such as in Syston for example) was raised. Members of the Forum were asked to contact Dave Birch at Charnwood Borough Council to explore this further.


The Forum was advised that 19 April was the start of Syston Environmental Week, sponsored by Walkers who had undertaken to provide 40 volunteers to clean up an identified ‘Grotspot’ in Syston. It would be helpful if members and the local community could identify those areas they would want to see improved. These could then be passed on to Richard Downing

Members of the Forum welcomed the report from Sgt Lee and thanked him and his officers for their attendance at the meeting.

18.
Provision of Community Facilities


The Chairman welcomed to the meeting Andy Hitchcock and Nancy Sutliffe of the County Youth Service.


Andy Hitchcock outlined the role of the Youth Service as follows:

· The service covers the age range 13-19 (11-25 for those with special educational needs).


· The Service operated to 4 principles.

(i)
Participation
-
i.e. projects/places to go.

(ii)
Education
-
informal education which was




Ofsted Inspected.

(iii)
Empowerment
-
Supporting young people to make 




their own decisions.

(iv)
Equal Opportunities
-
targeting those in need.

The Service operated in Youth Clubs, Village Halls, schools and colleges and also employed “detached youth workers’ who undertook street based youth work.

The Service worked closely with other agencies and participated in the Joint Action Group (with the Police).  This Group considered intelligence and information on crime and antisocial behaviour and sought to target police and youth work resources.

In response to questions members were advised of specific activities in the Thurmaston area.  On the issue of facilities for years 7 and 8 members were advised that the new extended schools initiative offered an opportunity for this to be addressed.

19.
Update on Priority Neighbourhoods


This item was deferred as no officer from Charnwood Borough Council was in attendance.

20.
Charnwood Capital Grants


The Forum NOTED the contents of the briefing notes on:

· Charnwood Grants Community Facilities Applications (Paper B)

· Guidance and Criteria for Community Facilities – Capital Grants (Paper C)


Members of the Forum were advised that as no officer from Charnwood Borough Council was present any questions or issues members may have would need to be raised directly with Charnwood Borough Council.

21.
Grant Applications


a)
Ratcliffe on Wreake Village Hall


The Forum considered a grant application requesting a sum of £30,000 in order to improve the village hall to provide better facilities for local people.  A copy of the grant application form marked ‘D’ is filed with these minutes.



RESOLVED



That Charnwood Borough Council be advised that this Forum unanimously supports the grant application.


b)
Syston Town Cricket Club



The Forum considered a grant application for £10,000 to install mains electricity.


The Forum was advised that the installation of mains electricity would, in addition to the benefits already outlined in the grant application, enable the club facilities to be made available for use in the off-season.



RESOLVED



That Charnwood Borough Council be advised that this Forum unanimously supports the grant application.

22.
Draft Charnwood Sustainable Community Strategy


Consideration of this matter was deferred as no officers from Charnwood Borough Council were available to attend.

23.
Leicestershire County Council Sustainable Community Strategy


Mr Andy Robinson, Assistant Chief Executive advised the Forum that the second draft of the Leicestershire Sustainable Community Strategy had now been published for comments.  The second draft sought to reflect the comments made in the further round of consultation.


Members of the Forum were invited to submit written comments on the SCS and in particular key issues affecting the Forum area.

24.
Question Time


No further questions were asked.

25.
Reports and Feedback


Nothing further to report.

26.
Issues for future Forum meetings


i)
Mr Houseman requested that the Forum should consider the new funding arrangements being put in place for Voluntary Groups, particularly Volunteer Bureaux and the potential adverse impact this would have on harnessing and encouraging                      voluntary activity in the area.


ii)
Charnwood Borough Council be asked to provide an update on the Local Development Framework.


iii)
A further report in 12 months on Crime and Antisocial behaviour.

27.
Next meeting of Forum

Agreed that the next meeting be held at East Goscote Parish Council Offices at a date to be determined.

7.30 p.m. – 10.20 p.m.




CHAIRMAN
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