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Minutes of a meeting of the Shepshed, Hathern and Dishley Area Forum held at Oxley Primary School
Shepshed

on Monday 18 February 2008
Present
Present
Councillor Burr (Chair)

Charnwood Borough Council
Councillor Horn


Shepshed Town Council

Councillor Radford 


Charnwood Borough Council

Councillor Poole


Shepshed Town Council

Mrs B Newton CC


Leicestershire County Council

Mr K Parker CC


Leicestershire County Council

Gerry Jacobs


Voluntary Action Charnwood
Vicci Barrett


Voluntary Action Charnwood

Judith Neville


LCC Shepshed Library

Charlotte Bithell


LCC Shepshed Library

Councillor S Londesborough
Shepshed Town Council 

Lynda Needham


Shepshed Resident

Paula Freeheltan


Shepshed Neighbourhood Watch

Councillor S Williams


Charnwood Borough Council 

Councillor Roy Dann


Hathern Parish Council


Officers and Requested Attendees
PC 4430 Anna Fowell

Leicestershire Constabulary

Inspector 403 Cuddihy
Leicestershire Constabulary
PC 1264 Neville

Shepshed LPU, Leicestershire Constabulary

PC 1799 Martindale

Shepshed LPU, Leicestershire Constabulary


Ms C Traill

Director of Leisure and Environment, Charnwood Borough Council 

Mr D Van de Wardt

Community Engagement Manager, Leicestershire County Council

Mr R Downing 

Community Engagement Manager

Ms L Hall

Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council
Apologies
Apologies were received on behalf of Councillor C. Popley, Charnwood Borough Council and Councillor J. Popley, Shepshed Town Council.

12.
Disclosures of Interest

There were no disclosures of interest.
13.
Minutes

The minutes of the Community Forum meeting held on 7 November 2007 were agreed as a correct record.


In relation to Minute 9 it was noted that only Hathern and Shepshed were referred to in relation to membership numbers.  The forum was reminded that Dishley should be part of any calculations.


In relation to minute 1. the tenure of the Chair had been extended to this meeting and the next by a meeting of all Charnwood Chairs in order to maintain consistency for the Forum.  A new Chair would be sought after that meeting.
14.
Forum Area Crime Statistics – Yearly comparisons


Due to the fact that the yearly comparisons requested were not available and therefore deferred to the next meeting, the Chair opened the floor for a question and answer session with the Police Officers present.  

In response to questions, Officers made the following points:

(i) Although the effects of binge drinking both on individuals and on society had been well covered in the national media recently, it had yet to become a real issue for the forum area.


(ii) That criminal damage was slightly increased but fewer problems with other ASB had been reported in recent months.


(iii) Police would like to see a community project such as the Hut on Ashby Rd extended to the Forum area and others but due to funding pressures priorities must be made and Shepshed did not display the highest level of need at present.  The local community had been heavily involved in the success of the Hut and any such project for Shepshed or Hathern would benefit the same kind of input.


(iv) Parking on Pavements was an issue that the local PCSO’s would be expected to address, reports of a high level of occurrences and subsequent obstruction to footpaths would be passed on and acted upon.  



The following requests for information were made:

(a) A breakdown by month for the last year of burglaries, Car thefts and other crimes relevant to the forum area as received at the Town Council meetings


(b) Details of the ‘Handyvan’ scheme and when it might visit the forum area.  


(c) Details of how ‘No Cold Calling Zones’ came to be established in other areas and the possibility of establishing more in the forum area.  Shepshed already had two, which would benefit from the publicity of a relaunch.


It was AGREED:-


1. that the statistics requested for a breakdown of crimes in the area as presented at the Shepshed Town Council be brought to the next meeting and presented by the Police;


2. that the requests for information in (a) (b) and (c) be satisfied at the next forum meeting.
(At this point the Police representatives left the meeting)

15.
Capital Grant Applications 

The Chairman summarised a briefing note describing the role of the Forum in relation to Capital Grant applications and the Guidance and Criteria for Charnwood Grants contained in a document of the same name.  A copy of both documents marked ‘B’ and ‘C’ respectively is filed with these minutes.
Glenmore Community Association
The Forum considered an application on behalf of Glenmore Community Association for a request for funding of £1,550 as a contribution towards the cost of a new central heating boiler at the Glenmore Community Association.  A copy of the application form marked ‘D’ is filed with these minutes.  
It was highlighted that the form was not always transparent and that had it been better designed more useful information could have been extracted, such as information on energy efficiency.   


It was AGREED:-

1. that although the application was somewhat unclear in parts the forum support the application;

2. that Chris Traill report to the members of the Panel the concerns expressed regarding the form design;


3. that Chris Traill establish whether support for groups was available at Charnwood in filling for the forms [Vicci Barrat told the forum that such advice could be sought at Voluntary Action Charnwood, John Storer House, Loughborough]

16.
Draft Charnwood Sustainable Community Strategy and Leicestershire Sustainable Community Strategy

Mr. Derk van der Wardt, Community Engagement Manager, at Leicestershire County Council delivered a presentation on the Leicestershire Sustainable Community Strategy.  A copy of the presentation is filed with these minutes.  Derk van der Wardt invited comments on the draft priorities described in the presentation either at the meeting or by contacting the colleagues referred to in the presentation.   The Charnwood Sustainable Community Strategy had also been circulated and comments were welcomed on this document too, which is filed with these minutes, marked ‘E’


The following comments were made and issues raised:

(a) that although Dishley was part of the Forum area it had no priorities, although it was recognised that the few streets that were part of the Priority Neighbourhood should be dealt with at another forum the rest of Dishley was covered in this forum and therefore priorities should be reflected. 

(b) Shepshed Public Toilets should not only remain open but should be renovated to a higher standard.  Derk van der Wardt explained that more specific outcomes such as this would be tied in with larger ones such as Town Centre improvements and could be added at a more detailed stage of the SCS and Local Area Agreement

(c) that the Hathern priority did not reflect the wishes of the community


It was AGREED that:-
1. that the presentation be noted;


2. that the briefing note regarding the Charnwood Sustainable Strategy be noted

3. that issues raised be above in (a) and (b) be dealt with appropriately by Richard Downing in order that they impact on the SCS process

4. that Derk van der Werdt investigate the background to the inclusion of reducing traffic in Hathern as a priority and report to the next forum meeting.

17. Question Time

No questions had been received in advance of the meeting.  The Chair opened the floor to questions.  The following issues were raised and discussed:

a. publicity for the next meeting should be improved including utilising the Library and Shepshed Post.  In addition more people should be actively invited by the forum


b.  the long running problem of people racing cars and bikes on the area behind the SIP industrial estate and the related issue of conservation on Jubilee Walk.  Other incidents of ASB in the area, including the use of air rifles, were cited and should be recognised in future actions or reports.  It was also suggested that this area would benefit from leisure facilities such as a BMX track to legitimise and regulate behaviour already taking place.

c. Information was requested regarding criteria for spending Section 106 monies, and in particular the perceived heavy bias towards young peoples facilities.
It was AGREED:-
1. that Richard Downing make more provision for advertising the next meeting of the Forum;


2. that suggestions of people to invite for the next forum be e-mailed to lhall@leics.gov.uk or rpdowning@leics.gov.uk 


3. that derk facilitate a report for the next forum regarding the problems at the SIP.  The report will bring together all action taken so far and look to co-ordinating further action between LCC, CBC, Police and SIP in order to find a solution.


4. that Chris Traill provide for the next meeting information regarding green spaces in general, within the forum area and plans for conservation in the future.

18. Reports and Feedback

There were no reports or feedback.

19. Co-opting Members of the Community Forum

It was AGREED that this item be deferred until the next meeting where it was hoped that there would be more members of the public and representatives of voluntary groups etc in light of decisions 17 1 and 2.


20. Issues for Future Forum meetings

It was AGREED that the following issues be discussed at the next Forum meeting:

(i) SIP / Jubilee Walk – Report


(ii) Crime Statistics for the Forum Area – to include information on

young people and by young people


(iii) Creating and Maintaining open spaces and Rights of Way


(iv) PCT – Changes to local healthcare provision.

21. Summary of actions from the meeting

The actions were summarised by the Chair and Clerk and agreed by Forum as complete.  



7.00pm – 9.00pm






CHAIRMAN
18/02/2008
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