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Minutes of a meeting of the Belvoir Area Community Forum held at Waltham on the Wolds Village Hall, Goadby Road, Waltham on the Wolds on Wednesday 18 June 2008.
Present
Members

	Mr G E Botterill
	Melton Borough Council

	Mrs P Chandler
	Melton Borough Council

	Mrs A Dames
	Long Clawson, Hose and Harby Parish Council

	Mr P Holbrook
	Waltham on the Wolds and Thorpe Arnold Parish Council

	Mrs E Holmes
	Melton Borough Council

	Mr J T Orson JP
	Melton Borough Council

	Mr J B Rhodes
	Melton Borough Council/Leicestershire County Council

	Mr R Umbers
	Melton Borough Council


Other Attendees

	Marion Fellows
	Resident, Waltham on the Wolds

	Karen Oliver
	Resident, Waltham on the Wolds

	Mrs V Umbers
	Governor of Belvoir High School


Officers

	Lynn Aisbett
	Melton Borough Council

	Keith Aubrey
	Melton Borough Council

	David Atterbury
	Leicestershire County Council

	Anna Barrett
	Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust

	Sarah Carter
	Leicestershire County Council

	Sergeant Joanne Hodson
	Leicestershire Constabulary

	Simon McIntosh
	Leicestershire County Council

	Anna Oultram
	Melton Borough Council

	PC Nigel Peters
	Leicestershire Constabulary

	Jon Sherwin
	Headteacher, Belvoir High School

	Mr E Smethurst
	Clerk to Waltham on the Wolds and Thorpe Arnold Parish Council


	Mr P Smith
	Clerk to Croxton Kerrial and Branston Parish Council

	Derek Van Der Wardt
	Leicestershire County Council

	Robert Steffens
	Leicestershire County Council


1.
Welcome and Instructions


Mr Peter Holbrook welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the Belvoir Area Community Forum.  He was pleased to be able to host the event as Chairman of Waltham on the Wolds and Thorpe Arnold Parish Council.

2.
Election of Chairman of the Forum


It was proposed by Mr J B Rhodes CC, seconded and carried that
Mr Peter Holbrook be elected Chairman of the Forum.

Mr Peter Holbrook – in the Chair

3.
Purpose of the Community Forums


The Chairman briefly explained the purpose of the Community Forums, 27 of which has been established to cover the whole of Leicestershire.  The Forums were intended to play an important role in ensuring that services provided in their areas matched the needs and wishes of the local communities.  The operation of the Forums would be reviewed by the County Council after their first year of operation.  The Chairman said everyone present at the meeting should be given the opportunity to discuss local services with their County, Borough and Parish Councillors and representatives of other agencies such as the Health Service and the Police.  He was disappointed that more people, particularly members of the public, had not attended this first meeting of the Forum.

Leaflets providing more details on the Forums and question cards were provided to everyone present.

4.
Membership


The Chairman explained that the core membership of the Forum comprised the County and Borough Councillors for the Forum area and representatives of the 14 Parish Councils in the Forum area.  Copies of the membership list had been circulated with the agenda for the meeting.  However, the Chairman said he encouraged everyone present to participate and contribute their views at the Forum meetings.
5.
Declarations of Interest

Mrs P Chandler declared a personal non prejudicial interest in the item on secondary school re-organisation in Melton Mowbray as a Governor of Belvoir High School.  The matter was discussed under Minute 6 below.

6.
Melton Mowbray Secondary Schools Re-organisation


The Chairman welcomed to the meeting David Atterbury, Education Officer, Children and Young People’s Service, Leicestershire County Council and Jon Sherwin, Head Teacher of Belvoir High School.


David and Jon then gave a presentation outlining progress on the re-organisation of secondary schools in the Melton area.  The following main points were made:-

· The programme involved the provision of new buildings and changes in the way education would be delivered.

· ‘All through’ education would be provided for 11 to 16 years.

· A new building would be provided on the Melton Mowbray King Edward VII site for post-16 education.

· The proposals would start to come on stream from September 2008.

· It was intended to raise standards and improve opportunities.
· All schools would work together to ensure the best possible education was provided.

· The total cost of the building programme was £45m.

The Chairman then invited questions and the following main points were made:-

· The aim was to expand popular course provision overall and to enable individual schools to become specialists in certain academic areas.

· Dialogue was continuing on the issue of catchment areas and parental preference.

· A copy block timetable across all schools had been agreed.

· Work was on-going on the issue of students travelling between schools but the aim would be to ensure that only a limited amount of actual movement would be necessary and sometimes teachers would travel to students rather than vice versa.

· Free school transport would be available for pupils living further away than the three miles from the allocated secondary school within the common catchment area in Melton Mowbray.


· Pre-vocational courses would continue, although a central hub might not be the ideal way forward.


· Systems were in place to ensure a seamless transfer that did not adversely affect existing education provision.


AGREED:

That the presentation and comments be noted.
7.
Consultation on Proposals for Community Health Services


The Chairman welcomed to the meeting Anna Barrett of Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust who gave a presentation on the consultation arrangements on proposals for Community Health Services.  The following main points were made:-

· The timetable for the Community Hospitals Review had slipped so that it could be accommodated within the wider NHS Review.  Public consultation dates had been adjusted accordingly.


· There are currently 10 Community Hospitals in Leicestershire and Rutland.


· Proposals for consultations had been approved by the PCT Board in early June and detailed proposals had recently been issued in each of the areas covered by the PCT.


· Consultation with stakeholders (including County, District and Parish Councils) commenced on 16 June and would run until 5 October and would include a series of public information events, one of which, for the Melton area, would be held on 18 September (from 2.00 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.) at Melton Working Men’s Club, Melton Mowbray.  Community Forums meeting during this period would also be consulted.

· A feedback form was included in the consultation document which would also be available on line.


The Chairman then invited questions and the following main points were made:-
· The PCT was keen to develop a range of diagnostic and other services at Melton Hospital which was currently under utilised.


· Discussions were taking place with Latham House to ensure that the services developed at Melton Hospital complemented those provided by Latham House.


· The proposed closure of St Mary’s Hospital would not adversely affect the provision of beds given the under utilisation of Melton Hospital.  The PCT would continue to commission the UHL Trust to provide birthing facilities in the area.


· The analysis of demand undertaken had not demonstrated a need to develop a 24 hour walk-in centre.  The PCT proposed to address this by working with local GPs to provide extended opening hours so that the present arrangements were improved.


· There were no proposals to introduce ‘polyclinics’ in the area.


· There were presently no proposals to change the current arrangements which enabled Lincolnshire PCT to provide care in certain areas.


Members of Forum were invited to submit comments using the feedback sheets enclosed with the consultation documents.
The Chairman thanked Anna for her attendance at the meeting.

8.
‘Valuing the Vale’ Grants Scheme


Sarah Carter gave a brief introduction to a new grant scheme ‘Valuing the Vale’ which had come into effect on 1 June 2008.  The closing date for the first round of applications was 25 July 2008.  Villages would be able to access grants of up to £1,000 to help overcome rural barriers to accessing local leisure, recreation and engagement facilities.


Sarah explained that the aim of the programme was to:

· Increase access to the countryside for all ages.


· Increase the take-up and availability of positive activities for young people.


· Increase young people’s participation in local decision making.


· Increase the accessibility and participation of all ages in local leisure, sport and cultural activities.

The criteria for the fund was as follows:

· Beneficiaries must be resident in the Belvoir Electoral Division.  (A similar grant - Boost for Bosworth - was also operating for residents in the Market Bosworth Electoral Division.)


· Grants would provided up to a maximum of £1,000.


· Funds could be used for capital or revenue projects and be used towards match funding.


Application forms and more information could be obtained from www.oakleaves.org.uk or by contacting Sarah on (0116) 3058098 (slcarter@leics.gov.uk).  Applications would be considered from 25 July until the funds had been committed.

9.
Question Time


The Chairman invited those present to ask questions of the representatives attending the meeting.


Marion Fellows expressed surprise and disappointment that she was one of only two members of the public attending the meeting – the meeting was dominated by Councillors.  Derk Van Der Wardt explained that he expected it would take some time for the Forums to get underway – the first round of Forum meetings were taking place in the Melton area at this time.  He proposed that the next round of meetings would be given earlier and wider publicity.

Karen Oliver then asked a series of questions concerning Waltham on the Wolds and Thorpe Arnold Parish Council and in particular issues which she had previously raised with the Parish Council relating to the upgrading of the play park, the safety of the gravel car park at the Parish Hall and pedestrian access to the play park.  The Chairman (who is also the Chairman of the Parish Council) agreed to look at correspondence which had been conducted between Mrs Oliver and the Parish Council.
10.
Issues for Future Forum Meetings


Members of the Forum were invited to suggest issues for consideration using the question and issues cards which had been circulated and were reminded to complete the feedback forms which had also been circulated.

11.
Date, Time and Venue for the Next Meeting

AGREED that the next would be held during October or November 2008, on a date which would be avoid Borough Council and Parish Council meetings.
7.00 p.m. – 8.35 p.m.
CHAIRMAN
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