Minutes of a meeting of the Melton West Community Forum
held in Kirby Bellars Village Hall, Main Street, Kirby Bellars

 on Thursday 5 June 2008.

Present
Members

	Mr J T Orson JP CC
	Leicestershire County Council (in the Chair)


	Mr D Bates
	Somerby Parish Council

	Mr P Crowder
	Frisby Parish Council

	Mr P Dorn
	Burton and Dalby Parish Council

	Mr G Leak
	Asfordby Parish Council

	Mr D Revill
	Burton and Dalby Parish Council


In Attendance

	Cllr M Graham
	Leader, Melton Borough Council

	Ms K McKinley
	Voluntary Action Melton

	Mr G Onslow
	LCC LINk

	
	


Partner Agencies

	Ms J Cooper
Ms L Mant   
	Leicestershire County and Rutland PCT

Leicestershire County and Rutland PCT

	N Peters
	Leicestershire Constabulary


Officers

	Ms A Oultram
	Melton Borough Council

	Mr K Aubrey
	Strategic Director, Melton Borough Council

	Ms S Curran
	Programme Executive for Melton and Vale of Belvoir Schools Reorganisation

	Mr R Downing
	Community Engagement Manager, Leicestershire County Council

	Mr H Mistry
	Team Leader (Research and Information), Leicestershire County Council

	Mr C Robinson
	Head Teacher, John Ferneley High School, Melton Mowbray

	Mr D Pitt
	Head of Democratic Services, Leicestershire County Council

	Mr G Cave
	Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council


Also present

	Mr C March
	‘Melton Times’


2.

1.
Welcome, Introductions and Apologies for Absence


Mr Orson welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the Melton West Community Forum.  He explained that at a meeting of County, Borough and Parish Councils, held in late 2007, it had been agreed that he would chair the meetings of the Community Forum during its initial year of operation.  He then invited everyone present to introduce themselves.


Apologies for absence were reported on behalf of Ab Kettleby and Grimston Parish Councils.

2.
Purpose of the Community Forums


The Chairman briefly explained the purpose of the Community Forums 27 of which had been established to cover the whole of Leicestershire.  These Forums were intended to play an important role in ensuring that the services provided in their areas matched the needs and wishes of the local communities.  The operation of the Forums would be reviewed by the County Council after their first year of meetings.


The Chairman said everyone present at the meeting would be given the opportunity to discuss local services with their County, Borough and Parish Councillors and representatives of other agencies such as the Health Service and the Police.  He said he was pleased that everyone had made the effort to attend and hoped they would have their say on how local services could be improved.


Leaflets providing more details on the Forums and question cards were provided to everyone present.

3.
Membership


The Chairman explained that the core membership of the Forum comprised the County and Borough Councillors for the Forum area and representatives of the 11 Parish Councils in the Forum area.  Copies of the membership list were circulated at the meeting.  However, the Chairman said he encouraged everyone present to participate and contribute their views at the Forum meetings.

4.
Declarations of Interest

None.

5.
Melton Mowbray Secondary Schools Reorganisation


The Chairman welcomed to the meeting David Atterbury (Education Officer, Children and Young People’s Service, Leicestershire County 
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Council), Sandra Curran (Programme Executive for the Melton Mowbray and Vale of Belvoir Schools reorganisation), and Chris Robinson (Head Teacher of Ferneley High School).  They gave a presentation outlining progress on the reorganisation of secondary schools in the Melton area during which the following main points were made:
· the reorganisation programme was not simply about the provision of new buildings, it was about raising standards of attainment and achievement through changes in the way education will be delivered;

· it will provide ‘all though’ education from 11 to 16 years;

· a new Post-16 Centre will be provided on the Melton Mowbray King Edward VII site;.

· the proposals will begin to come on stream from 2008; and

· all schools will work together to ensure the best possible education is provided.

The Chairman then invited questions and the following main points were made:-

· The aim was to expand the provision of popular courses; individual schools will become specialists in certain academic areas.

· Dialogue was continuing on the issue of catchment areas and parental preference.

· A common block timetable framework across all schools had been agreed.

· Work was underway on the issue of students travelling between schools and the aim would be to ensure that only a limited amount of actual movement would be necessary.

· Special educational needs provision was central to the courses being offered.

· The Police had given advice to the schools on security issues and systems.

· Systems were in place to ensure a seamless transfer that did not adversely affect existing education provision.

AGREED:

that the presentation and comments be noted.

4.
6
Consultation on Proposals for Community Health Services


The Chairman welcomed to the meeting Jo Cooper, Engagement and Involvement Manager, Leicestershire County and Rutland PCT, who gave a presentation on the consultation arrangements on proposals for Community Health Services.  Liz Mair, Lead on Mental Health, Alcohol, Drugs and Prisons with the PCT for the Melton area, was also present and contributed during the presentation in which the following main points were made:-

· The timetable for the Community Health Services review had slipped to enable it to be accommodated within the wider NHS review.  Public consultation dates had been adjusted accordingly.


· There were currently 10 Community Hospitals in Leicestershire and Rutland.


· Proposals for consultation had been approved by the PCT Board earlier that day and detailed proposals would now be issued in each of the areas covered by the PCT.


· Consultation with stakeholders (including County, District and Parish Councils) would run from 16 June to 5 October and would include a series of public information events one of which – for the Melton Area – would be held on 18 September (from 2.00 – 7.00 p.m.) at Melton Working Men’s Club.  Community Forums meeting during this period would also be consulted.

· A feedback form would be included in the consultation document which would also be available on-line.

The Chairman then invited questions and the following main points were made.

· Concern was expressed about possible over-capacity in the provision of health services in the Melton area.

· Concern was expressed about the effect overall on the provision of services at the local hospitals due to some duplication of services by the Latham House Medical Practice in Melton Mowbray.


· Concern that the new concept of ‘polyclinics’ might be imposed on rural areas.  Jo Cooper responded that there was no specific mention of ‘polyclinics’ in the review.
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· Confusion existed in the public’s mind regarding which services were provided and at which times of day by the different health providers.  Jo Cooper responded that it was intended to better define service provision.  She also referred the Forum to a recent article on ‘Leicestershire Matters’ by the PCT on service provision.


· Concern was raised over the current out of hours service in the Melton area where there was no provision in Melton itself.


Jo Cooper asked that these points be made in the responses by the Councils/individuals concerned to the consultation document.

AGREED:

that the presentation and comments be noted.

7.
Question Time

The Chairman invited all those present to submit any questions they wished to raise about the local area to which officers would endeavour to provide an oral response at the meeting or a written response within the next 20 days.

No specific questions were asked at the meeting.

8.
Issues for Future Forum Meetings

The Chairman read from the list of initial views on priorities for the Forum area that had been drawn up at the meeting of Councillors representing Community Forums in the Melton Area on 9 October 2007.  These items would be considered as possible agenda items for future Forum meetings.

It was agreed that one of the items to be discussed at the next meeting would be the outcomes of the PCT consultation (see minute 6 above).
9.
Date, Time and Venue for Next Meeting


AGREED:


that a provisional date and time for the next meeting be set as Thursday 4 December 2008 at 7.00 p.m. and the meeting be held again at Kirby Bellars Village Hall if this venue was available.

6.

10.
Fire at Melton Borough Council Offices


The Chairman invited Cllr Malise Graham, Leader of Melton Borough Council, to update the meeting on the recent fire which had destroyed most of the offices on the Melton Borough Council site and the action being taken to continue to provide services to the public.  The Chairman said over 90% of front-line services had been restored after 4 days and this was a great credit to the officers and leadership at the Borough Council.  Other District Councils had requested the Borough Council to give a presentation to them at an appropriate time on its preparations for such a disaster.


Cllr Graham then gave an account of the events on the day of the fire and made the following main points:-

· It should be possible to save the offices used by the Finance Section and EMRA.

· The first and second floors of the building had been lost; the ground floor and its contents had been saved.

· A disaster plan had been in place and this had worked very well in practice.

· The IT services had been taken to offices in Nottingham.

· Staff were currently based at various localities around Melton Mowbray and he asked the public to be patient since the level of service provision had obviously been adversely affected.

· It was not intended to re-build the existing offices but rather to look at new ways or providing services and ideas in this regard were welcomed.

· It was intended that the new Melton Borough Council Offices would be fully operational in 18-24 months’ time.

· He thanked the ‘Melton Times’ for the support they had given to the Borough Council at this difficult time.

The Chairman thanked Cllr Graham for updating the Forum in this way.

11.
Closing Remarks


In conclusion, the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance at the initial meeting of the Forum and then closed the meeting.

6.00 – 7.40 p.m.
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