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Minutes of a meeting of the Markfield, Ratby, and Groby Community Forum held at Markfield Community and Sports Centre, on Thursday 6 March 2008.
Present
Members
	Cllr Stuart Ball
	Bagworth and Thornton Parish Council

	Ms Mille Benson
	Hinckley and Bosworth Youth Council

	Cllr Martin Cartwright
	Groby Parish Council

	Cllr Rob Fraser
	Leicestershire County Council

	Cllr Maggie Gondolo
	Markfield Parish Council

	Cllr Eileen Johnson
	Bagworth and Thornton Parish Council

	Cllr Ron Johnson
	Bagworth and Thornton Parish Council

	Cllr Merle B. Joyce
	Ratby Parish Council &
Groby and Ratby Skatepark Group

	Cllr Matthew Lay
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council &
Markfield Parish Council

	Cllr David Sprason
	Leicestershire County Council  


Other attendees

	Mrs Susan Cartwright
	Local resident, Groby

	Mrs Christine Chawner
	Groby and Ratby Skatepark Group

	Mr. Richard Dobson
	Hinckley and Bosworth Youth Council

	Mr Simon Freeman
	Leicestershire County and Rutland PCT

	Mr Arran Jones
	Groby and Ratby Skatepark Group

	Mr Jack Joyce
	Groby and Ratby Skatepark Group

	Mr James McManus
	Hinckley and Bosworth Youth Council

	Sgt. Carole Pegg
	Leicestershire Constabulary

	Mr Alex Plummer
	Groby and Ratby Skatepark Group

	Mr Martin Porcheron
	Hinckley and Bosworth Youth Council

	Mr Simon Schofield
	Hinckley and Bosworth Youth Council

	Mr James Shepherd
	Groby and Ratby Skatepark Group

	Mr Will Shepherd
	Groby and Ratby Skatepark Group

	Mr Karl Silver
	Groby and Ratby Skatepark Group

	Mr Ibrahim Mukaddam
	Groby and Ratby Skatepark Group


Officers

	Ms Edwina Grant
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council 

	Ms Sabrina Malik
	Leicestershire County Council  

	Mr Thomas Purnell
	Leicestershire County Council  


Clerk
	Ms Jenny Bailey
	Leicestershire County Council 


Apologies for absence were received from Cllr P. Batty and Cllr Chris Boothby (Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council), Mr. A. Blanchard (Ratby Parish Council), and Cllr Ozzy O’Shea. 
9.
Welcome and Introductions
Mr. Freeman, as Chairman, welcomed everyone to the second meeting of the Markfield, Ratby, and Groby Community Forum. He reminded members that he had taken the chair for the first meeting but would now seek nominations to chair the Forum from 2008 to 2010.
10.
Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Forum 
It was proposed by Ms. Joyce, and seconded, that Cllr. Sprason be elected Chairman of the Forum. 

AGREED:

That Cllr. Sprason be elected Chairman of the Markfield, Ratby, and Groby Community Forum for 2008/10.

Cllr. Sprason in the Chair

Mr. Sprason suggested that it would be beneficial for the Forum to have a Vice-Chairman, and proposed Cllr. Cartwright. This was seconded.

AGREED:

That Cllr. Cartwright be elected Vice-Chairman of the Markfield, Ratby, and Groby Community Forum for 2008/10.

11.
Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 29 November 2007 were confirmed as a correct record.

12.
Declarations of interest in respect of items on the agenda
The Chairman invited anyone to declare any interests in respect of items on the agenda for the meeting. None were made.

13.
Change to the order of business
The Chairman suggested a change from the order of business as set out on the agenda as a number of people were attending particularly to hear discussion on the proposal for a skateboard park in Groby.  This was agreed.

14.
Leisure Provision for Young People - Skatepark
Ibrahim Mukaddam and Will Shepherd gave a presentation on behalf of the Groby and Ratby Skatepark Group, which hoped to build a dedicated skate/BMX park in Groby.  The presentation could be viewed at - 
http://www.leicestershireforums.org/markgro/papersfromthemeeting.html
The Skatepark Group explained that facilities for young people in the area were limited; the nearest skateboard and BMX parks were at places such as Corby, Melton, Birmingham - all some distance away and hard to reach by public transport. 
The Group, which had formed 7 years previously, wanted to build a top-range facility and had identified a potential site near Brookvale College. Ibrahim outlined the issues that had been taken on board in considering the design, location, and ongoing operation and maintenance, and responded to questions from the Forum. 

Ibrahim said that initial, positive, discussions with parish councils had taken place. It was hoped that it would be possible to agree a lease for the site and start building that year, at which point funding would become a priority. M. Benson suggested funding sources which might be available and said that she would contact C. Chawner with details.
The Forum expressed its support for the project and asked the Group to keep it updated on progress.
(Note: C. Chawner and R. Fraser gave their apologies and left the meeting at this point, as did some members of the Skatepark Group)

15.
Question Time
The Chairman encouraged people to complete the question cards which had been circulated at the start of the meeting - questions could be tabled immediately or submitted later in the evening for a written response.
The following questions were put -

	
	Question / response
	Submitted by


	Question to 

	1.
	How does the Forum consider that the HBYC can best be supported by the Parishes?

	M. Benson
	All


	2.
	The most significant development to regenerate the rural community from Coalville, Bagworth, Thornton, Ratby, Groby etc. would be the redevelopment of the Ivanhoe Line (National Forest Line). Is there any chance to initiate a new strategy for this?

	S. Ball
	County Council and Borough Council


(note: answers attached to the minutes)

16.
Update on Priorities for the Local Area
Tom Purnell (Leicestershire County Council) gave an update on the Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS) and circulated a paper which outlined draft priorities for Markfield, Ratby and Groby. 
The Forum suggested the following additions to the ‘draft Priority Outcomes’ -
· Working with families 

· Successfully tackling illegal encampments, using existing legislation 

· Existing facilities that were under-used or difficult to access 

· Encourage a diverse local economy, with a greater range of shops, and more local produce

· Some issues referred to, for instance traffic speeds, parked vehicles were common to all three areas

In response to questions from the Forum, Tom explained that the success of each of the Priority Outcomes would be judged by quantified, measurable actions. Results would be reported to the local authorities and partner agencies and to groups such as the Community Forums.
AGREED:
That the responses listed above be proposed for inclusion in the SCS.

17.
Leisure Provision for Young People (continued)
Millie Benson and colleagues gave a presentation on the work of the Hinckley and Bosworth Youth Council (HBYC).  The Forum heard that the HBYC -
· Was a group of 13 to 21 year-olds who worked with the Borough and Parish Councils and local schools to canvass the views of young people, respond to their concerns, and encourage participation in community projects.
· Met each month, and also had six working sub-groups, and ran an annual Voice of Young People Conference.

· Had identified young people’s priorities as -

(i)
More facilities (especially a local cinema - the Centre Screen project was being looked at) 


(ii)
Better, cheaper transport


(iii)
Personal safety

· Was already working with parish councils, some of which had appointed Parish Youth Champions and had assigned budgets purely for youth-specific projects.
· Would welcome further involvement in consultations run by the Parish, Borough, or County Councils (was especially keen to form a good relationship with the Borough Council).
The Forum noted all the information given in the presentation and more could be found at the HBYC page on The Jitty website -

http://www.thejitty.com/hinckley_and_bosworth.html 
AGREED:
That the work of the HBYC be supported and that the presentation be circulated to all members of the Forum for information.

18.
Local Policing in the Forum Area
Sgt. Carole Pegg, from the Hinckley Police Station, reported on the crime statistics for the area.  Sgt. Pegg highlighted the fact that the figures demonstrated that there was less of a problem than was often perceived - for example dwelling-house burglaries had been reduced by 50% over the last year. There was a need to reduce the fear of crime. She advised the Forum that -
· The beat areas did not necessarily correspond to those localities covered by the Forum (Bagworth and Thornton were covered by Bosworth, not Hinckley).

· From 31 March, every area in England and Wales would be covered by a neighbourhood policing team and the Leicestershire Police had been running a campaign to tell people about this - each neighbourhood had a dedicated police officer, supported by police community support officers (PCSOs). Residents were encouraged to get in touch to help develop policing in their area.
· Anti-social behaviour continued to be a major concern for residents (this term covered a range of issues).
The Forum discussed policing in the area. Points raised included -
· That young people were often unfairly cited as the cause of anti-social behaviour, and there was a tendency to see all young people as a single homogenous group. The HBYC would welcome an opportunity to work with the Police to help dispel these views.
· Police officers had been more visible on the streets in the area in recent months - this was appreciated by residents.

· People had experienced difficulties contacting the police via the voicemail system; calls were not always responded to. Whilst some issues were relatively minor, a record of incidents would help if matters escalated.
Sgt. Pegg asked people to raise any concerns with her, and she would advise Insp. Martin Ball, the LPU commander.
AGREED:
That Insp. Ball be invited to attend the next meeting of the Forum.
19.
Update on Bagworth and Thornton area - Action Team area profile

The Chairman reported on the Hinckley and Bosworth Priority Neighbourhood Profile for Bagworth and Thornton. He highlighted priority issues which had been identified, such as income deprivation affecting children, and limited access to schools, health facilities, and other amenities. A meeting of the Neighbourhood Action Team (NAT) would take place on Tuesday 18 March to look at improving facilities in the area.
Cllr. Stuart Ball commented that there was new housing in Bagworth but the village no longer had a school or doctor’s surgery, and the church was in poor repair.  The inference was that residents should go elsewhere for local amenities. This was highly unsatisfactory; moreover, the nearest village was a mile and a half away along a road or field paths.
HBYC representatives noted the secondary schools attended by young people from Bagworth and Thornton, with a view to encouraging involvement with the NAT. Reference was also made to the mobile youth centre for rural areas. 
NOTED:
That a meeting of Bagworth and Thornton area Neighbourhood Action Team (NAT) would take place on Tuesday 18 March starting at 7.00pm, in Bagworth Village Hall.
20.
Items for the next Forum meeting

It was proposed that Ratby Parish Church be the venue for the next meeting on Thursday 16 October. 


AGREED:


(i)

That the following items be included on the agenda for the next meeting -

· Priority Neighbourhoods
· PCT - priorities and local operational plan

(ii)
That, subject to its availability and suitability, the venue for the next meeting of the Forum would be Ratby Parish Church.
21.
Close of the meeting
The Chairman thanked everyone who had attended, and encouraged everyone to complete feedback forms and question cards. The presentations given at the meeting and the minutes would be published on the website shortly.

The Chairman asked residents to help publicise the Forum meetings and encourage people to get involved.
7.30pm - 9.00pm







CHAIRMAN
6 March 2008
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