Minutes of a meeting of the Quorn, Barrow, Sileby and the Wolds Area Forum held at Sileby Community Centre on Tuesday 26 February 2008
Present
Cllr. D. Slater (Charnwood Borough Council) – in the Chair

Members
Cllr. H. Fryer




Charnwood Borough Council

Cllr. G. Glover



Quorndon Parish Council
Cllr. M. Hill




Seagrave Parish Council

Cllr. B. Jeffs




Seagrave Parish Council

Cllr. K. Jones




Charnwood Borough Council

Cllr. I. McMillan



Walton on the Wolds Parish Council

Cllr. P. Ranson



Charnwood Borough Council

Cllr. N. Shaw




Wymeswold Parish Council

Cllr. R. Shields
Burton on the Wolds, Cotes and Prestwold Parish Council

Mr. R. J. Shepherd CC
Leicestershire County Council and Charnwood Borough Council
Cllr. D. Slater




Charnwood Borough Council

Cllr. M. Slater



Barrow-upon-Soar Parish Council

Cllr. P. Staples



Sileby Parish Council
Cllr. B. Storrs



Hoton Parish Council

Clerk

Mr. S. Weston

Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council

Partner Agencies
PC Lynne Gilbertson

Neighbourhood Beat Officer (Barrow upon Soar and the Wolds villages)



(For Minute 16)

PC Mike Green

Neighbourhood Beat Officer (Quorn and Woodhouse Eaves)


(For Minute 16)

PC Glenn Spiby

Neighbourhood Beat Officer (Sileby, Seagrave and Cossington)



(For Minute 16)

Insp. Cathy Yallop



Charnwood Local Police Unit




(For Minute 16)

Officers

Mr. R. Downing

Community Engagement Manager, Leicestershire County Council

Ms. E. Mallon

Director of Housing, Charnwood Borough Council

Mr. D. O. Pitt

Head of Democratic Services and Administration, Leicestershire County Council

In attendance
Mr. R. Butler

Sileby Parish Plan Group



(For Minute 18)

Rev. Jane Carter

Sileby Methodist Church


(For Minute 18)

Mr. R. Freshfield

Wymeswold Memorial Hall



(For Minute 18)

Mr. I. Jones

Hoton, Cotes and Prestwold Village Hall





(For Minute 18)

Ms. C. Kennedy

Hoton Playing Field Community Project



(For Minute 18)

Mr. D. Kennedy

Hoton Playing Field Community Project



(For Minute 18)

12.
Apologies
Apologies for absence were reported on behalf of Cllr. R. Brown, Cllr. J. Bush, Mr. A. M. Kershaw CC, Cllr. J. Boker.

13.
Disclosures of Interest

The Chairman invited those members who wished to do so to disclose any interest in respect of items on the agenda for the meeting.

Cllr. R. Shields, Cllr. M. Hill and Cllr. K. Jones each declared a personal and non-prejudicial interest in respect of Capital Grant Applications (Minute 18) submitted by those Parish Councils of which they were members of. 
14.
Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 13 November 2007, having previously been circulated, were agreed and signed as a correct record subject to the addition of Ms. E. Mallon to the list of attendees.

15.
Appointment of Vice-Chair
The Chairman indicated that it would be necessary to appoint a Vice-Chairman in the event that he would be unable to attend any future meetings of the Forum. Having sought nominations, it was proposed by Mr. Shepherd and seconded by Cllr. M. Slater that Cllr. Ranson be elected Vice-Chair. There were no other nominations.
It was AGREED:

That Cllr. Ranson be appointed Vice-Chair of the Forum.
16.
Rural Crime

Insp. Yallop introduced the item and explained that Rural Crime incorporated all types of crime. She added that crime in the area covered by the Forum had reduced across the board this year.

Insp. Yallop indicated to the Forum that crime reported by Charnwood Local Police Unit (LPU), which covered both Quorn and Syston had fallen by 9.5% this year. The following core crimes had experienced a reduction in incidence (as indicated):
· Violence 

10%;
· Robbery

24%;
· Car crime

32.4%;
· Theft from cars

12%;
· Criminal damage
0.4%.
The following areas covered by the Forum had experienced a reduction in crime overall (as indicated):
· Quorn/Woodhouse
30%;
· Sileby


14.1%;
· The Wolds villages
12.7%.
(This information was available on Leicestershire Constabulary’s website (www.leics.police.uk/crimestats/3 - northBCU/28 - Charnwood).  The statistics were available Force-wide, by BCU, LPU or by individual beats.)


Insp. Yallop indicated that they had begun ‘Operation X-ray’, which targeted underage alcohol consumption. Warnings would be issued to those in possession. Officers would also be carrying ‘Alcotest Wands’ which could be used where it was suspected that an open container in the possession of a young person contained alcohol. Tests would be carried out every weekend for the remainder of the year. Targeting Sileby in particular, Class-A drug warrants would be issued, in an effort to stop youths being targeted by dealers.

PC Green reported on issues currently affecting Quorn. 


Anti-social behaviour outside the church had been identified as a neighbourhood priority area. PC Green had been engaging with youths which had resulted in a reduction of incidents from 29 in October 2007 to only 1 incident in January 2008.


PC Spiby reported on issues affecting Sileby, Seagrave and Cossington.

Incidents of anti-social behaviour near the Tesco site in Sileby had been identified as a neighbourhood priority area for the next 6 months. It was hoped that increased engagement with youths would help in reducing incidents. Road safety at school drop-off times had been identified as another priority, a problem particularly affecting Barrow Road, Cossington Road, Seagrave Road and Ratcliffe Road, Sileby. It was hoped that a more stringent approach to fixed penalty notices and a high profile campaign on dangerous parking in conjunction with Charnwood Borough Council would help to alleviate problems of this nature.
PC Gilbertson reported on issues affecting Barrow upon Soar and the Wolds villages.

Police time was mainly centred on Barrow, as instances of crime in the Wolds villages were relatively few. PC Gilbertson had begun sending out warning letters to parents of youths who had committed offences of anti-social behaviour. She reported that the letters had resulted in a positive response from parents. Speeding was a neighbourhood priority and officers would be using speed guns in an effort to combat this.
Arising from questioning by Forum members, the following points were made:

· The Police were relying on Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) to provide a visible presence in areas of lower priority, such as the Wolds villages. It was important than any issues in lower priority area were picked up by beat officers as early as possible;

· It was stressed that incidents of crime must be reported by contacting the Police on the 999 phone number and that suspicious activity or general intelligence should be reported on the 222222 phone number;

· In regard to the perceived lack of response by Police to incidents in Sileby, it was reported that on Fridays and Saturdays there were often insufficient officers available to deal with offences, however Grade 1 crimes reported on the 999 phone number would get a response;

· In relation to incidents of anti-social behaviour where officers had escorted offending youths home, it was reported that parents had been supportive and thankful to Police officers for dealing with the problem. In most cases, officers followed up these incidents with a courtesy call to the affected family.

It was AGREED:


That Insp. Yallop and the Neighbourhood Beat Officers be thanked for their helpful presentation to the Forum.
17.
Non-attendance of a PCT (Primary Care Trust) representative

Mr. Downing informed members of the Forum that a representative of the PCT would not be attending the meeting, as intended, for the reason that consultation on proposals for community health services was ongoing and therefore there was nothing to report at this stage.


Members of the Forum felt that a PCT item should appear on the agenda for every meeting as, even if the PCT felt that there was no new information to feedback to the Forum, there might be issues that Forum members wished to raise.

It was AGREED:


(i)
That a representative of the PCT be requested to report to the Forum at its next meeting;



(ii)
That a letter be sent to the PCT indicating that the Forum hoped that a representative will attend all future meetings of the Forum;


(iii)
That Forum members be requested to alert Mr. Downing to any health issues affecting their areas that he could then forward to the PCT for response at the next meeting.

18.
Charnwood Capital Grants Applications

The Chair summarised the briefing note on the role of the Area Forum in relation to Capital Grant Applications and the Guidance and Criteria document. A copy of both documents, marked ‘B’ and ‘C’ respectively, is filed with these minutes.
The Chairman, Mr. R. J. Shepherd CC and Cllr. Fryer as members of Charnwood Borough Council Cabinet indicated that they would not speak on those applications for funding over £20,000 (applications ‘D’ and ‘G’ refer) given that those applications would require a decision by the Cabinet in due course.
The Forum considered a Community Facilities Grant application on behalf of Burton-on the-Wolds Parish Council, a copy of which marked ‘D’, is filed with these minutes.
The Forum felt that the moderate request for funds was worthy of support.

It was AGREED:

That the application be supported.

The Forum considered a Community Facilities Grant application on behalf of Hoton Playing Field Community Project, a copy of which marked ‘E’, is filed with these minutes.

The Forum felt that the application was worthy of support.

It was AGREED:

That the application be supported.

The Forum considered a Community Facilities Grant application on behalf of Hoton Village Hall Roof Stabilisation Project, a copy of which marked ‘F’, is filed with these minutes.

The Forum felt that the application was worthy of support and should be a high priority.

It was AGREED:

That the application be supported.

The Forum considered a Community Facilities Grant application on behalf of Sileby Methodist Church, a copy of which marked ‘G’, is filed with these minutes.

The Forum felt that application was worthy of support.

It was AGREED:

That the application be supported.

The Forum considered a Community Grant application on behalf of Sileby Parish Council, a copy of which marked ‘H’, is filed with these minutes.

The Forum felt that, despite the relatively modest request for funds, the application should be supported.

It was AGREED:

That the application be supported.

The Forum considered a Community Facilities Grant application on behalf of Wymeswold Memorial Hall, a copy of which, together with a supplementary report, both marked ‘I’, is filed with these minutes.

The Forum felt that the application was worthy of support and should be a high priority.

It was AGREED:

That the application be supported.

19.
Leicestershire County Council Community Strategy
Mr. Downing delivered a presentation on the Leicestershire Sustainable Community Strategy. A copy of the slides forming the presentation is filed with these minutes.
It was AGREED:
That the presentation be noted.
20.
Reports and Feedback

Due to insufficient time, this item was not discussed.

21.
Change to the order of business
The Chairman sought and obtained the consent of the Forum to vary the order of business from that set out in the agenda.

22.
Issues for future Forum meetings

It was AGREED that the following issues be considered at the next


Meeting:

· Feedback from the PCT regarding consultation on proposals for community health services. A PCT representative to be invited to attend for the item (Minute 17 refers);


· Planning issues (covering housing and town development). Charnwood Borough Council’s Director of Planning to be invited to attend for the item.

23.
Summary of Actions from the Meeting

Due to insufficient time, this item was not discussed.

24.
Question Time
There were no questions.
25.
Co-opting Members of the Area Forum

The Chair indicated that the Forum might wish to co-opt members of certain groups to the Forum in order to engage more widely with groups within the Forum area.
Mr. Downing informed the Forum that other Area Forums had requested to engage with youth groups and active community members, amongst others. 


It was AGREED:

(i)
That Mr. Downing be requested to circulate a list of potential groups who might be co-opted to the Forum to all members;

(ii)
That members be requested to inform Mr. Downing of any groups which they thought it might be appropriate to co-opt to the Forum;
26.
Close


The Chairman then thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.
6.35pm – 8.40pm






CHAIRMAN
26/02/08






