Minutes of a meeting of the Hinckley Community Forum held at Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council Offices on Monday 28 January 2008
Present
Cllr R Ellis (Earl Shilton Town Council) – in the Chair

	Cllr J B Bannister
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Mr D C Bill CC
	Leicestershire County Council and Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Mr D R Bown CC
	Leicestershire County Council

	Cllr J C Bown
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Cllr S Francks
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Cllr P Hall
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Cllr W A Hall
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Cllr J Howard
	Burbage Parish Council

	Cllr D W Inman
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Mr J S Moore CC
	Leicestershire County Council and Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Cllr K Nichols
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Cllr N Robinson
	Burbage Parish Council

	Mrs M L Sherwin CC
	Leicestershire County Council and Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Cllr Andre Wheeler
	Barwell Parish Council


Clerk:-

	Ben Smith
	Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council


Partner Agencies
	Millie Benson
	Hinckley and Bosworth Youth Council

	Mike Brymer
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Sue Cavill
	Leicestershire PCT

	Sgt Pete Copple
	Leicestershire Police, Hinckley Local Police Unit

	PC Lesley Clarke
	Leicestershire Police Neighbourhood Beat Officer (Burbage)

	Richard Dobson
	Hinckley and Bosworth Youth Council

	Greg Drozdz
	Chief Executive, Voluntary Action Hinckley and Bosworth

	Joshua Kirkcaldy
	Hinckley and Bosworth Youth Council


Officers

	Malcolm Cox
	Leicestershire County Council Youth Service

	Louisa Horton
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	Simon Jones
	Cultural Services Manager, Hinckley and Bosworth borough council

	Sabrina Malik
	Community Engagement Manager, Leicestershire County Council

	Sharon Stacey
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council


Apologies for absence were received from Mr D O Wright CC and Mrs R Camamile CC.

9. Welcome and Introductions

Cllr Ellis welcomed everyone to the first public meeting of the Forum and hoped that the gathering together of councillors, service providers and the public now and for future meetings to discuss issues within the area would help improve the local area and its services. 

Cllr David Bill, in his capacity as Leader of Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council also spoke in support of those comments and hoped that everyone in the area would be able to contribute to ensure the Forum would be a success.
10. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 22 October 2007, having previously been circulated, were agreed and signed as a correct record.

11. Declarations of Interest

The Chairman invited those who wished to do so to declare any interest in respect of items on the agenda.

No declarations were made.

12. Question Time

The Chairman invited all those present to submit any questions/s they wished to raise about the local area which he would endeavour to either provide either orally or via a written response within 20 days.

A total of 7 questions were received which are detailed below:-

	
	Question
	Submitted by


	Question to 

	1.
	How can we engage the small, well publicised group of people not currently engaged with the wider community?


	Mr J S Moore CC
	All agencies

	2.
	Should the Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Youth Council have funding secured for three years? 


	Millie Benson
	Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

	3.
	How can congestion on Sapcote Road be improved?


	Cllr P Hall
	County/District/

Police

	4.
	Could clarification be given as to how and where waste materials such as batteries and low energy lightbulbs be disposed? Would it be a good idea for disposal to be available at the point of supply ie. shops?


	Cllr N Robinson
	County Council/ District Council

	5.
	We have lost a local NHS dentist in Burbage due to retirement. Although there are no plans to replace his practice there are dentists interested in taking it on. Could we have a replacement sooner rather than later and what should his patients do in the meantime?


	Cllr S Francks
	Leicestershire PCT

	6.
	For the next forum meeting could we get the PCT to provide a verbal report on the Financial Recovery Plan?


	Mr J S Moore CC
	Leicestershire PCT/Community Engagement Manager

	7.
	Does the Forum have any plans for co-ordinating services for the elderly within the area?


	Cllr D Inman
	All Agencies


The Chairman thanked everybody who had submitted questions. The following responses were made:

Questions 1-5 
A written response from the relevant agencies would be provided within 20 days. 
Questions 6-7 
It was agreed that both issues should be considered as agenda items for the next meeting of the Forum.
13. Reports and Feedback

i) Residents Satisfaction Survey Report, comparison for Hinckley and Bosworth

Arising from a request at the Forum meeting held on 22 October 2007, the Chairman drew attention to a Survey prepared by the County Council, which had been made available to take way and read. He requested that any queries be forwarded to Sabrina Malik (tel. 0116 305 5951, email; samalik@leics.gov.uk). A copy of the survey is attached to these minutes.

ii) Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council Vision

Consideration was given to a presentation of the Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council Vision from Mike Brymer, Head of Business Development and Street Scene Services at Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council. He detailed how various citizens, manifesto, corporate, and spatial objective targets would be combined to present a clear Vision for delivering improvements for the Borough. A copy of the presentation is filed with these minutes.

The subsequent discussion centred on the need for the Borough Council and its partners to focus attention on the following areas:

i) Improving levels of road safety; and 

ii) Maintaining pressure on supermarkets to reduce the amount of packaging on products, in order that not only recycling but waste minimisation targets were achieved.
AGREED:

That the presentation and progress made in preparing the Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Vision be noted.

14. Items requested by the Forum

i) Core membership of Forum - discussion

Members of the Forum discussed the future makeup of the Forum’s core membership. Arising from discussion, it was considered that although there were a relatively large number of elected representatives, it was important for all to have the opportunity to attend and participate in Forum meetings.

AGREED:

a) That the core membership remain the same, subject to parish and town council representatives being able to nominate one or two representatives to attend each meeting;

b) That a representative of the Youth Council be included in the core membership;

c) That it be noted Cllr Ellis would bring the appointment of a Parish Youth Champion to the next Earl Shilton Town Council meeting.  (Barwell & Burbage already have Youth Champions who take forward young peoples issues);
d) That the position on core membership be reviewed after a further twelve months;
ii) Activities and services for younger people

Malcolm Cox, Area Youth Work Co-ordinator, delivered a presentation to the Forum detailing the work of the Leicestershire Youth Service which worked with young people aged between 13 and 19.

Millie Benson, Richard Dobson and Joshua Kirkcaldy of the Hinckley and Bosworth Youth Council then delivered a presentation which detailed the activities and services the Council was involved in to improve the lives of young people aged between 13 and 21 within the Borough. 
Greg Drozdz, Chief Executive for Voluntary Action Hinckley and Bosworth, then delivered a presentation on those activities and services for younger people provided for by the voluntary sector. 

Copies of each of the presentation are filed with these minutes and are available on the website http://www.leicestershireforums.org/hinck.

A particular piece of good work by the Youth Council was noted which had arisen from the inaugural Hinckley Youth Conference held in 2005, the biggest priority arising from it being the provision of a cinema. Arising from this the Council had achieved funding which would mean a mobile cinema service known as Centre Screen being introduced to Hinckley shortly. 
On behalf of the Forum, the Chairman thanked Malcolm, Greg, Millie, Richard and Joshua for their informative presentations and commended them for their effort and commitment to the provision of activities and services for young people within the Borough.
AGREED:
a) That the presentations be noted;

b) That representatives from the Hinckley and Bosworth Youth Council, Greg Drozdz, Chief Executive for Voluntary Action Hinckley and Bosworth and Malcolm Cox, Simon Jones, Cultural Services Manager for Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council should:

· meet to discuss activities and services for younger people in the Borough; and

· provide feedback from that meeting to the next Forum meeting.

c) That it be noted that Simon Jones would attend a meeting of the Hinckley and Bosworth Youth Council to discuss the proposals for the Hinckley Club for Young People Project.

iii) Local policing provision

Consideration was given local police provision within the Hinckley Forum Area. Sgt Pete Coppell presented to the Forum crime statistics and the measures that the local police were currently involved in to tackle anti-social behaviour.
Sgt Coppell disseminated the following crime statistics from November 2006 to October 2007 for the local Hinckley Policing Unit:

Burglary of dwellings ↓ 27%;

Burglary of garages/sheds ↓ 12%;

Theft of motor vehicles ↓ 37%;

Street robberies ~ 26%

Minor criminal damage ↓15%
The overall crime rate was ↓ 17%

Arising from discussion, the following main points were raised:

i) At a recent meeting of the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership key areas requiring attention had been raised including anti social behaviour and the safety in the town centre at night-time;

ii) Operation Justify was providing extra officers on Friday and Saturdays until 1.00 am to allow for safer patrols through the main thoroughfares and for the removal of those under the influence at an early stage to prevent low level disturbances escalating into more serious crime;
iii) Another town centre initiative was to be the introduction of Street Pastors through ‘Churches Together’ an inter-denominational Church response to urban problems, engaging with people on the streets to care, listen and dialogue;

AGREED:

a) That the presentation be noted and the falling crime statistics be welcomed;

b) That the issue of Anti Social Behaviour, with the involvement of Community Safety, should be discussed at a future meeting of the Forum.
c) That the Police & LCC Youth Service would meet to ensure the effective communication between detached youth workers and the Police.  
15. Items requested by Service Providers, Consultative items, and updates on:

i) Primary Care Trust (PCT) Local Delivery Plan for 2008/09 (including a progress report on community health)

Sue Cavill of Leicestershire PCT delivered a presentation on the draft PCT Local Delivery Plan for 2008/09 and a progress report on the development of community health services. A copy of the Local Delivery Plan public feedback document and Developing Community Health Services January 2008 bulletin, which were circulated to members, are filed with these minutes.
AGREED:

a) That the presentation be noted;
b) That it be noted that any comments on the Leicestershire and Rutland PCT Plan priorities for the next financial year (April 2008 – March 2009) needed to be returned by 14 February 2008 via post or online; and
c) That representatives from the Police and County Council Youth Service should meet to ensure effective communication between detached youth workers and the Police in Hinckley.

16. Date of Future Meetings

AGREED:

That the next two meetings of the Hinckley Community Forum be held (from 7.00 – 9.00 pm, at Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council Offices, on the following dates:

Thursday 8 May 2008; and

Thursday 2 October 2008.

17. Close

The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.

7.00 – 9.05 pm






CHAIRMAN
28/01/08
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