Minutes of a meeting of the Markfield, Ratby and Groby Community Forum held at Groby Community College on
Wednesday 7 November 2007
Present
Members
Cllr P Batty
Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council/Groby Parish Council
Mr A Blanchard
Ratby Parish Council

Cllr C Boothby
Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council
Cllr M Cartwright
Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

Mrs P Crane
Desford Parish Council

Mr R Fraser CC
Leicestershire County Council

Mr K Hunnybun
Ratby Parish Council

Cllr O O’Shea
Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council/Ratby Parish Council

Mr D A Sprason CC
Leicestershire County Council

Ms A Sutton
Ratby Parish Council













Officers

Mr B Cullen
Deputy Chief Executive, Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council



Mr S Freeman
Director of Information and Corporate Performance, Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust

Mrs B Ireland
Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council
Ms S Malik
Community Engagement Manager, Leicestershire County Council


Mr T Purnell
Group Manager, Policy, Research and Information, Leicestershire County Council
Apologies for absence were received from Ms C Measures, Ratby Parish Council.

1.
Welcome and Introductions


Bill Cullen welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the Forum and invited members and officers to introduce themselves.  
He then sought nominations for Chairman.  It was proposed by Mr Sprason, seconded by Cllr Cartwright and agreed that Mr Freeman, of the LCRPCT, be elected Chairman of the Forum for the duration of the meeting.

Mr R Freeman – in the Chair
2.
Operation of the Forum


Tom Purnell presented the background to and purpose of the new countywide Community Forums and asked members to consider a number of issues in relation to the operation of the Markfield, Ratby and Groby Forum.  Copies of the presentation were circulated at the meeting and a copy is filed with these minutes.  

The following particular points were made in the presentation and arising from the subsequent discussion:

· The core membership of the Forum comprised representatives of the County Council, Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Parish Councils in the Forum area.  Other community representatives could also be considered for membership in due course.
· The Forum would be serviced by Community Engagement and Democratic Services Officers from Leicestershire County Council and two named contacts would be provided to members of officers from these sections with whom they could liaise on items for future agendas, progressing items on which action had been agreed, etc.

· A suggested format for the meetings was discussed.  It was suggested that the order of items on the agenda would be: questions from the public, reports and feedback on items from previous meetings, items requested by Forum members and items from service providers.
· 
· It was felt that it would be easier to engage the public if meetings were held in different venues across the Forum’s area, in order that no-one consistently had to travel relatively long distances to attend.  It was hoped that this could be managed in such a way as to avoid the Forum becoming a ‘regular’ event every few years in any one area.
· Concerns were expressed that the name of the Forum did not reflect 3 of the parishes covered and may result in the parishes of  Bagworth and Thornton, Desford, and Stanton-under-Bardon not feeling fully engaged.
· The Forums would be reviewed after being in operation for approximately 18 months.
· It had been proposed that the meetings of the Forum would fall roughly equidistant between meetings of the Parish Forum.
· 
· It was proposed to communicate with members regularly by e-mail and draft agendas would be provided at an early stage for comments.  

· The County and District Councils and the main service providers in the County (eg. Police, PCT) had given an undertaking to investigate and respond to issues raised at Forum meetings.  
· An Action Sheet, listing the issues raised at each meeting would be circulated after each meeting and a website was in the course of preparation which would also be used to keep members and the public aware of the latest issues in the Forum areas.
· Members expressed the hope that the Forums would allow issues to be addressed openly and service providers would attend to deal with the questions the public wanted answered, thus cutting down on public levels of frustration.
· 



It was AGREED:

(a)
That the information provided and the answers to questions raised at the meeting in relation to the purpose of and operation of the Forum, be noted;


(b)
that the Forum would meet 2 times in the coming year;


(c)
that meetings should be held at a variety of venues across the Forum area and the next meeting should be at Markfield Community College;

(d)
that the proposed general format of meetings (as set out above) be approved.


3.
Key Issues and Priorities in the Forum Area


Tom Purnell introduced a discussion on key issues and priorities in the Forum area which would feed into the development of the Borough and County Sustainable Community Strategies.  It was noted that the area contained one Neighbourhood Priority Area – Bagworth.  A copy of the presentation is filed with these minutes.

Members were then asked to write down their top 3 priorities for the Forum area which would then be collated and the results sent to members in advance of the next meeting at which they would be discussed.


It was AGREED:


(a)
that the contents of the presentation be noted;


(b)
that the list of priorities identified by members be discussed at the next meeting of the Forum.
4.
Update on Community Health Services in the Area


Simon Freeman reported on a review, being carried out by Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust, on community health services in Leicestershire and Rutland particularly in relation to the area covered by the Forum.  The proposals could be viewed on the PCT website (www.lcrpct.nhs.uk).  Informal consultation was now being carried out and a period of formal consultation on the options would commence in Spring 2008.  Copies of a newsletter recently produced summarising the results of the consultation so far and setting out first draft plans was circulated to members.  A copy of the presentation and of the newsletter is filed with these Minutes.

During discussion, the following were among the points made:

· There was a general trend in health care away from large acute hospital services towards more community based care.

· The consultation so far had revealed the public had 3 main concerns in the Hinckley and Bosworth area: to be access more care locally, reducing the need to travel; the re-opening of the North Ward, Hinckley Hospital; and better access to GPs, particularly out of hours.

· There was considerable disappointment in Bagworth that the PCT had not been prepared to support the creation of a new medical centre.  The possibility was raised that local GPs might consider opening an extra practice or offering extended services in the area.  In response to the suggestion that the decision not to support the centre had been financially based, Simon Freeman confirmed that finances had not been the reason for the decision: there was a clear process for determining the provision of services that involved measuring them against a series of criteria and the Bagworth proposal had not fulfilled these criteria.

· The growing population was putting strain on acute services such as A&E departments.  Simon Freeman pointed out that the PCT were not involved in acute services.

· Concerns were raised that GPs in rural areas, away from the population centres served by community hospitals, could come under increasing strain if they were expected to offer additional services for their communities.  Simon explained that the PCT were looking at revising access to GP surgeries across the county and a remedial action plan had been developed.  The provision of additional services at GP surgeries would be arranged so as not to impact on the level of current provision.
It was AGREED that the contents of the presentation be noted.

5.
Membership


The core membership of the Forum was to be the County, Borough and Parish Councillors.  The following groups were suggested as possible future members:
· Local businesses

· Local GPs

· Young people 

· Older person’s groups.

During the discussion the following were among the points made:

· Early publicity of meetings would enable the public to bring forward items to the agenda, although it was felt that councillors were generally in a position to be aware of the issues affecting their communities.
· There was a danger of meetings/the Forum being hijacked by narrow interest groups.
· The existence of the Parish Forums and other groups such as the Police’s Joint Action Groups could threaten the development of the Community Forums and dilute their effect.  Tom Purnell confirmed that the 4 core partners, the County Council, District Council, LCRPCT and the Police, were all prepared to contribute fully and cooperate with the Forums.  Where other service providers were invited, the core partners could use their influence to ensure that representatives and reports were forthcoming.

AGREED:

(a)
That nominations for membership be forwarded to Sabrina Malik at Leicestershire County Council;

(b)
That a local representative from the Hinckley and Bosworth Youth Council be asked to join the Forum.
6.
Issues for the Next Meeting and Action Points


It was AGREED that the following issues and reports be considered at the next Meeting:-

· Future membership and the Chairmanship of the Forum;

· Main priorities for the area as identified by members at the meeting;

· Leisure provision for young people;
· Anti-social behaviour; and

· Street maintenance: with reference to cleaning and grass cutting.
7.
Date of Next Meeting

It was AGREED that the next meeting be held on a date to be decided, arranged to fit around the Parish Forum meetings, at Markfield Community School.

8.
Close


The Chairman then thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.

7.30pm-9.02pm






CHAIRMAN
07/11/07
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