Minutes of a meeting of the Bosworth Community Forum held at 
Market Bosworth High School and Community College on 
Monday 19 November 2007
Present
Members
Mr G Betts
Market Bosworth Parish Council

Mrs P Crane
Desford Parish Council

Cllr B Crooks
Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

Mrs J Crooks
Newbold Verdon Parish Council

Ms C Foxhall
Witherley Parish Council

Mr A Gough
Sheepy Parish Council/Sheepy Crime & Safety Forum

Mr K Morrell
Sheepy Parish Council

Mr I Ould
Leicestershire County Council
Mr C Peat
Carlton Parish Council

Mr B Sharp
Carlton Parish Council

Cllr B Sutton
Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

Cllr R Ward
Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council

Mr D Walker
Witherley Parish Council

Mr H Whitehead
Market Bosworth Parish Council
In attendance
Ms G Oakley











Officers

Mr M Brymer
Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council


Mr S Freeman
Director of Information and Corporate Performance, Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust


Mrs B Ireland
Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council
Ms S Malik
Community Engagement Manager, Leicestershire County Council


Mr D van der Wardt
Team Leader, Community Engagement, Leicestershire County Council
Apologies for absence were received from Mrs R Camamile, Leicestershire County Council and Mr M Cullen, Shackerstone Parish Council.

1.
Welcome and Introductions


Michael Brymer welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the Forum and invited members and officers to introduce themselves.  
He then sought nominations for Chairman.  It was proposed by 
Cllr Ward, seconded by Cllr Sutton and agreed that Mr K Morrell, of Sheepy Parish Council, be elected Chairman of the Forum.  It was noted that the Parish Forum had agreed to trial the Community Forums in the first instance and conduct a review following the first formal meeting. 
Mr K Morrell – in the Chair

2.
Operation of the Forum


Derk van der Wardt presented the background to and purpose of the new countywide Community Forums and asked members to consider a number of issues in relation to the operation of the Bosworth Forum.  A copy of the presentation was circulated at the meeting and a copy is filed with these minutes.  

The following particular points were made in the presentation or in the subsequent discussion:

· The core membership of the Forum comprised representatives of the County Council, Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council and Parish Councils in the Forum area.  Other community representatives could also be considered for membership in due course.
· The overseeing bodies for the Forums were the Local Strategic Partnerships (LSPs), which were not engagement bodies, unlike Community Forums: the views of Forums would be taken into account by the relevant LSP.
· The Forum would be serviced by Community Engagement and Democratic Services Officers from Leicestershire County Council and two named contacts would be provided to members of officers from these sections with whom they could liaise on items for future agendas, progressing items on which action had been agreed, etc.  Consideration was being given to allocating delegated budgets to the Forums.
· A suggested format for the meetings was discussed.  It was agreed that the suggested order of items on the agenda: questions from the public, reports and feedback on items from previous meetings, items requested by Forum members and items from service providers, would be a useful starting point.
· Concern was expressed about the possible levels of attendance: only 6 Parish Councils were represented out of the 16 in the Forum Area.
· There was discussion of the advisability of using different venues for future meetings of the Forum.

· The Forums would be reviewed after being in operation for approximately 18 months to ascertain if they were adding value to the existing community engagement processes (in particular the Parish Forum).
· It was proposed to communicate with members regularly by e-mail and draft agendas would be provided at an early stage for comments.  

· The County and District Councils and the main service providers in the County (eg. Police, PCT) had given an undertaking to investigate and respond to issues raised at Forum meetings.  .
· An Action Sheet, listing the issues raised at each meeting would be circulated after each meeting and a website was in the course of preparation which would also be used to keep members and the public aware of the latest issues in the Forum areas.
· The role of the Chairman was discussed.    

It was AGREED:

(a)
That the information provided and the answers to questions raised at the meeting in relation to the purpose of and operation of the Forum, be noted;


(b)
that the Forum would meet 2 times a year;


(c)
that the next meeting should be held at Market Bosworth High School and Community College and that members should be asked to suggest suitable venues for future meetings; and

(d)
that the proposed general format of meetings (as set out above) be approved as a useful starting point. 
3.
Key Issues and Priorities in the Forum Area


Derk van der Wardt introduced a discussion on key issues and priorities in the Forum area which would feed in to the development of and consultation on the Borough and County Sustainable Community Strategies.  Copies of statistics relating to the area were circulated at the meeting and a copy is filed with these minutes.

Members were asked to write down their top priorities for the Forum area which would then be collated and the results sent to members in advance of the next meeting at which they would be discussed.  

Concern was expressed at the timetable, which would see the consultation process ended before the Forum met again.  Michael Brymer confirmed that the priorities identified by members would be fed back to the Hinckley & Bosworth Local Strategic Partnership, in advance of the closing date for consultation who would then respond formally and members of the Forum would receive copies of the response.

It was AGREED:


(a)
That the contents of the presentation be noted; and 

(b)
that the list of priorities identified by members be discussed at the next meeting of the Forum.
4.
Update on Community Health Services in the Area


Simon Freeman of Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust reported on a review being carried out on community health services in Leicestershire and Rutland particularly in relation to the area covered by the Forum.  The proposals could be viewed on the PCT website (www.lcrpct.nhs.uk).  Informal consultation was now being carried out and a period of formal consultation on the options would commence in Spring 2008.  Copies of a newsletter recently produced summarising the results of the consultation so far and setting out first draft plans were circulated to members.  A copy of the presentation and of the newsletter is filed with these Minutes.
In response to questions, Simon Freeman confirmed that formal consultation had taken place with representatives of patients’ forums and that patient consultation was based on which practice they were registered with, so patients in the Forum area who were registered with practices in Warwickshire would be consulted on plans by the Warwickshire Primary Care Trust.
It was AGREED that the contents of the presentation be noted.

5.
Developing membership of the Community Forum

The core membership of the Forum was to be the County, Borough and Parish Councillors.   

The following groups were suggested as possible future members:

· National Farmers’ Union
· Voluntary Organisations, eg Darby and Joan Clubs
· Young people 
· Young Farmers’ Club

· School representatives.
During the discussion the following were among the points made:

· Desford Parish (currently part of the Markfield, Ratby and Groby Community Forum) should form part of the Bosworth Community Forum. 
· Derk van der Wardt confirmed that the 4 core partners, the County Council, District Council, LCRPCT and the Police, were all committed to contribute to and cooperate with the Forums.
· Greater efforts needed to be made to encourage more parish councillors to attend the Forum.
AGREED:

(a)
That a recommendation be made to the District Local Strategic Partnership for Desford Parish Council to be included in the Bosworth Community Forum and that, pending that decision, Desford Parish Council be invited to attend meetings of the Bosworth Community Forum;
(b)
That a local representative from the Hinckley and Bosworth Youth Council be asked to join the Forum; and

(c)
That the Chair write to all the Parish Councils within the Forum area, to encourage attendance at future meetings.
6.
Input to key policies at future Community Forum meetings

There was a brief discussion on how to encourage greater levels of engagement with policy formation.  
AGREED:  

(a)
that the Chairman should write to all Parish Councils in the area, inviting Parish Councils to submit suggestions for future agenda items;

(b)
the Chairman should approach local media, including village publications, to publicise the next meeting of the Forum.
7.
Date of Next Meeting
It was AGREED that the following issues and reports be considered at the next Meeting:-

· Main priorities for the area as identified by members at the meeting.

It was also AGREED that the next meeting be held on a date to be decided, arranged to fit around the Parish Forum meetings, at Market Bosworth High School and Community College.

8.
Close


The Chairman then thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.

7.40pm-9.10pm






CHAIRMAN
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