Minutes of a meeting of the Shepshed, Hathern and Dishley Area Forum held at Charnwood Borough Council, Southfields Offices, Loughborough

on Wednesday 7 November 2007
Present
Members
Mr K Parker
Leicestershire County Council
Cllr S Williams 
Charnwood Borough Council
Cllr C Radford  
Charnwood Borough Council
Cllr S Hodgson
Charnwood Borough Council
Cllr C Popley
Charnwood Borough Council
Cllr B Burr  

Charnwood Borough Council
Mr R Dann

Hathern Parish Council
Mr J Popley

Shepshed Town Council

Officers

Mr B Hayes
Chief Executive, Charnwood Borough Council

Ms C Traill
Director of Leisure and Environment, Charnwood Borough Council 

Mr D Van de Wardt
Community Engagement Manager, Leicestershire County Council

Ms S Cavill
Assistant Director (Communities and Engagement), Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust

Ms L Hall
Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council
Mr R Steffens
Assistant Head of Democratic services, Leicestershire County Council

Also in Attendance

Mr O Savage - on behalf of Leicestershire County Council and Charnwood Together.

1.
Welcome and Introductions


Brian Hayes welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the Forum and invited members and officers to introduce themselves.  He explained that an interim Chair would be elected until the next meeting and asked from nominations.
2.
Election of the Chair

Cllr Bernard Burr was elected as Interim Chair for the Forum.


3.
Apologies

An apology for absence was reported on behalf of Mrs. M. E Newton


4.
Disclosures of Interest

No disclosures of interest were made.
5.
Terms of Reference

Derk Van de Wardt gave a presentation on the background to and purpose of the new Area Forums and asked members to consider a number of issues in relation to the operation of the Shepshed, Hathern and Dishley Area Forum.  A copy of the presentation is filed with these minutes.  

The following particular points were made in the presentation or arose from the subsequent discussion:

· The Forum would meet three times a year with the caveat that should there be an urgent local issue an emergency meeting could be called at the discretion of the Chair.  

· The meetings would rotate between Shepshed, Hathern and Dishley in order that all residents were offered equal opportunity to attend.

· The Forum would be serviced by Community Engagement and Democratic Services Officers from Leicestershire County Council namely, Richard Downing and Louise Hall respectively with whom members could liaise on items for future agendas, progressing items on which action had been agreed, etc.

· A suggested format for the meetings was discussed.  It was suggested that the order of items on the agenda would be: questions for the public, reports and feedback on items from previous meetings, items requested by Forum members and items from service providers.
· Where possible advanced notice of all issues would be given in order that responses may be prepared and relevant officers invited.  

· The Forums would be reviewed after being in operation for approximately 18 months to ascertain if they were adding value to the existing community engagement processes.
· It was proposed to communicate with members regularly by e-mail and draft agendas would be provided at an early stage for comments.  E-mail addresses were collected and would be shared between members.
· The County and District Councils and the main service providers in the County (eg. Police, PCT) had given an undertaking to investigate and respond to issues raised at Forum meetings.

· The Police had agreed to be represented at meetings at an appropriate level when relevant issues were to be raised.
· An Action Sheet listing the issues raised at each meeting would be circulated after each meeting and a website was in the course of preparation which would also be used to keep members and the public aware of latest issues in the Forum areas.
· The role of the Chairman was discussed.  It was suggested that a Chairman should be elected for two years. 
· The nature of the role of Forum members and the need to emphasise that they were not necessarily representing the council bodies to which they were appointed whilst at the Forum.

It was AGREED:

(a) That the information provided in the presentation, and in answer to questions raised at the meeting, in relation to the purpose of and operation of the Forum, be noted and a copy put on the website when available;


(b) that any further presentations to the meeting also be put on the website when available;


(c) that the Forum would meet 3 times a year;


(d) that meetings should be held at each place in the Forum area in turn;


(e) that the proposed general format of meetings (as set out above) be approved.

6.
Priority Neighbourhood Forums

Brian Hayes addressed the Forum explaining that Charnwood Borough Council had recently identified Priority Neighbourhood Forums and these would need to be incorporated into the Area Forum framework.  Where the Priority Neighbourhoods covered a large enough area they would be dealt with in conjunction with the Area Forum as one meeting.  However in the case of the Shepshed, Hathern and Dishley Forum this was not the case.  A very small area of Dishley, incorporating a few streets with flats on, was in the Forum area but would be better served as a Priority Neighbourhood in association with the Loughborough North West Area Forum.  Councillors Williams and Hodgson would need to attend an additional Forum meeting if this was the case.

It was AGREED:


(a)
That the area of Dishley identified as a Priority Neighbourhood sit within the Loughborough North West Area Forum;


(b)
that Councillors Williams and Hodgson also be invited to attend the Loughborough North West Area Forum meetings.

7.
Key Issues and priorities

Derk Van Der Wardt gave a presentation on key issues and priorities in the Forum area which would feed in to the development of the District and County Sustainable Community Strategies.  Members asked to be supplied with copies of the presentation slides with the minutes of the meeting.  It was noted that the full research information for the county could be accessed on the LSORA (Leicester Shire On-line Research Atlas) website (www.lsora.org).


Members were then asked to write down their top 4 priorities for the Forum area which would be collated and the results sent to members with the minutes of the meeting.


It was AGREED:


(a)
That the contents of the presentation be noted and posted to the Forum website;


(b)
that Oliver Savage compile the priorities from the exercise and distribute the result with the minutes (Appendix 1); 



(c)
that the list of priorities identified by members be discussed at the next meeting of the Forum.

8.
Update on Community Health Services in the Area


Sue Cavill of Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust gave a presentation on the review being carried out on community health services in Leicestershire and Rutland particularly in relation to the area covered by the Forum.  The proposals could be viewed on the PCT website (www.lcrpct.nhs.uk).  Informal consultation was now being carried out and a period of formal consultation on the options would commence in Spring 2008.

Other issues raised were:

· The payment system in the Hospital car parks and whether a pay on exit system would be better for visitors and patients.

· The closure of respite facilities in Loughborough.  Sue Cavill was asked to provide further information after the meeting as to the effect that the closure of respite care facilities in Loughborough had had on local residents.

· The possible relocation of the Walk in Centre to the Loughborough Hospital site.
· The possible extension of GP hours.  Sue Cavill was asked to provide further information to Mrs C Popley outside of the meeting on this matter.
It was AGREED:

(a) That the contents of the presentation be noted;


(b) that the information requested be provided before the next meeting.

9.
Membership of the Forum



Members discussed the Future membership of the forum and the following points were discussed;
· A number should be settled for a core membership with others invited to attend and members of the public able to attend when they wished;

· That the number of people attending from Hathern Parish Council should be increased in order that Shepshed and Hathern were represented equally;
· That voluntary and private sector representatives should be sought, to attend where relevant.
It was AGREED:

(a) that at the meeting of all Forum Chairs with the Chair of Charnwood Together due to be held in late November a number for the Core membership be agreed in line with other Charnwood forum memberships;

(b) that Hathern Parish Council have additional representatives in order to balance the Forum geographically;
(c) that ideas for groups / organisations that may wish to attend Forum meetings be e-mailed to Derk van Der Wardt at dvanderwardt@leics.gov.uk .  (The list would be e-mailed to members before the next meeting.)
10.
Issues for Future Forum Meetings

It was AGREED that the issues for discussion at the next meeting be e-mailed to Derk at the address above.  Ideas would then be sent to the Chair of the Forum for agreement. 
11.
Summary of the Actions from the meeting

The Chair summed up the salient issues that had arisen during the meeting.  The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.
7.00pm – 9.30pm






CHAIRMAN
07/11/07
