Minutes of a meeting of the South Charnwood Area Forum held at Charnwood Borough Council, Southfields Offices, Loughborough

on Tuesday 27 November 2007
Present
Members
Mr. P. Harley
Leicestershire County Council, Charnwood Borough Council and Thurmaston parish Council
Mr. D. Houseman 

Leicestershire County Council

Prof. M. E Preston
Leicestershire County Council, Charnwood Borough Council and Rearsby Parish Council
Cllr. B. Seaton
Charnwood Borough Council and Thurmaston Parish Council
Mr. M. Lowe


Thurmaston Parish Council
Mr. A. Heath


Thrussington Parish Council
Mr. D. Cannon

East Goscote Parish Council
Ms. Y. Smith


East Goscote Parish Council
Cllr. C. Duffy


Charnwood Borough Council

Ms. D. Walsh


Rearsby Parish Council
Mr. S. Cheney

Rearsby parish Council
Cllr. J. Bush


Charnwood Borough Council
Ms. P. Weston – Webb
Cossington Parish Council
Officers

Mr B Hayes
Chief Executive, Charnwood Borough Council 

Ms R Hilton
Director of Change Management, Charnwood Borough Council

Mr D Van de Wardt
Community Engagement Manager, Leicestershire County Council

Ms J Cooper
Engagement and Involvement Manager, Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust

Ms L Hall
Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council

Also in Attendance

Mr O Savage - on behalf of Leicestershire County Council and Charnwood Together.

Apologies

An apology for absence was reported on behalf of Councillor Ken Pacey of Charnwood Borough Council and Syston Town Council.
1.
Welcome and Introductions


Brian Hayes welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the Forum and invited members and officers to introduce themselves.  He explained that an interim Chair would be elected until the next meeting and asked for nominations.
2.
Election of the Chair

Cllr Paul Harley was elected as Interim Chair for the Forum.


3.
Apologies

None.
4.
Disclosures of Interest

No disclosures of interest were made.
5.
Terms of Reference

Derk Van de Wardt gave a presentation on the background to and purpose of the new Area Forums and asked members to consider a number of issues in relation to the operation of the South Charnwood Area Forum.  A copy of the presentation is filed with these minutes.  

The following particular points were made in the presentation and arising from the subsequent discussion:

· The Forum would meet twice a year with the caveat that should there be an urgent local issue an emergency meeting could be called at the discretion of the Chair.  Feedback between meetings would be necessary in order that Forum members did not have to wait for responses.  

· The meetings would move around the villages within the boundaries of the South Charnwood Area Forum in order that all residents were offered equal opportunity to attend.

· The Forum would be serviced by Community Engagement and Democratic Services Officers from Leicestershire County Council namely, Richard Downing and Robert Steffens respectively with whom members could liaise on items for future agendas, progressing items on which action had been agreed, etc.

· A suggested format for the meetings was discussed.  It was agreed that the items remain as suggested but be rearranged so that the order would be: reports and feedback on items from previous meetings, questions from the public, items requested by Forum members and items from service providers.
· Any presentations should be limited to ten minutes each.

· The agenda would be circulated four weeks in advance of the meeting, with the possibility of adding items up to two weeks before at the Chair’s discretion.  

· The Forums would be reviewed after being in operation for approximately 18 months to ascertain if they were adding value to the existing community engagement processes.
· The County and District Councils and the main service providers in the County (eg. Police, PCT) had given an undertaking to investigate and respond to issues raised at Forum meetings.

· The Police had agreed to be represented at meetings at an appropriate level when relevant issues were to be raised.  Members hoped that a senior officer would attend.
· An Action Sheet listing the issues raised at each meeting would be circulated after each meeting and a website was in the course of preparation which would also be used to keep members and the public aware of latest issues in the Forum areas.
· The role of the Chairman was discussed.  It was suggested that a Chairman should be elected for two years. 
· That the current name of the Forum (South Charnwood Area Forum) was not appropriate.
It was AGREED:

(i) That the information provided in the presentation, and in answer to questions raised at the meeting, in relation to the purpose of and operation of the Forum, be noted and a copy put on the website when available;


(ii)
that the Forum would meet twice a year in various locations within the Forum area;

(iii)
that the proposed general format of meetings (as set out above) be approved;

(iv)
that for all future meetings the Forum be known as the Thurmaston, Syston and Wreake Villages Area Forum.
6.
Priority Neighbourhood Forums

Brian Hayes addressed the Forum explaining that Charnwood Borough Council had recently identified Priority Neighbourhood Forums and these would need to be incorporated into the Area Forum framework.  Where the Priority Neighbourhoods covered a large enough area they would be dealt with in conjunction with the Area Forum as one meeting.  However in the case of the Priority Neighbourhoods identified in Thurmaston and Syston this would not be appropriate as the areas were too small.  They would instead be conducted separately at parish level and would tie in with Parish Council arrangements.  
7.
Key Issues and priorities

Derk Van Der Wardt gave a presentation on key issues and priorities in the Forum area which would feed in to the development of the District and County Sustainable Community Strategies.  It was noted that the full research information for the county could be accessed on the LSORA (Leicester Shire On-line Research Atlas) website (www.lsora.org).  Members requested a diagram explaining the how the Area Forum linked in with Charnwood Together and Leicestershire Together and how they could influence the LAA / SCS and access funds. 

Members were then asked to write down their top priorities for the Forum area which would be collated and the results sent to members with the minutes of the meeting.


It was AGREED:


(i)
That the contents of the presentation be noted and posted to the Forum website;


(ii)
that Oliver Savage compile the priorities from the exercise and distribute the result with the minutes (Appendix 1);



(iii)
that the list of priorities identified by members be discussed at the next meeting of the Forum.


(iv)
that Derk Van Der Wardt provide for Forum members a structure chart explaining how the Forum links with Charnwood Together and Leicestershire Together and how it could influence the LAA/ SCS and access funds.
8.
Update on Community Health Services in the Area


Sue Cavill of Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust gave a presentation on the review being carried out on community health services in Leicestershire and Rutland particularly in relation to the area covered by the Forum.  The proposals could be viewed on the PCT website (www.lcrpct.nhs.uk).  Informal consultation was now being carried out and a period of formal consultation on the options would commence in Spring 2008.

Other issues raised were:

· Whether the Thurmaston Manor House Surgery was part of Leicestershire PCT.

· That whilst less travel and more choice for patients was a good thing, checks must be made on standards as services are moved away from hospitals.

· The possible relocation of the Walk-in Centre to the Loughborough Hospital site.
It was AGREED:

(i)
That the contents of the presentation be noted;

(ii) that the information requested be provided before the next meeting.

9.
Membership of the Forum



Members discussed the future membership of the Forum and the following points were discussed;
· A number should be settled for a core membership with others invited to attend and members of the public able to attend when they wished;

· That the Syston and District Volunteer Centre should be considered for membership as should a member (from the Area Forum area) of the Youth Council at Charnwood.
· That the Police should send an appropriately senior level representative.  Inspector level was suggested as appropriate.
It was AGREED:

(i) that at the meeting of all Forum Chairs with the Chair of Charnwood Together due to be held on 29 November 2007a number for the Core membership be agreed in line with other Charnwood forum memberships;

(ii) that Syston and District Volunteer Centre and the Charnwood Youth Council be invited to become members of the Forum.
10.
Issues for Future Forum Meetings

It was AGREED that the priorities identified in the exercise at this meeting (minute 7 above) and crime / local policing be discussed at the next meeting.
11.
Summary of the Actions from the meeting

The Chair summed up the salient issues that had arisen during the meeting.  The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.
7.00pm – 9.15pm






CHAIRMAN
27/11/07
