Minutes of a meeting of the Quorn, Barrow, Sileby and the Wolds Area Forum held at Charnwood Borough Council offices on Tuesday 13 November 2007
Present
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Cllr. J. Bokor




Charnwood Borough Council

Cllr. R. Brown



Charnwood Borough Council

Ms. M. Hill




Seagrave parish Council

Ms. M. Hobbs



Hoton Parish Council

Mr. B. Jeffs




Seagrave Parish Council

Cllr. K. Jones




Charnwood Borough Council

Mr. A. M. Kershaw CC


Leicestershire County Council

Mr. M. McMillan



Walton on the Wolds Parish Council

Cllr. P. Ranson



Charnwood Borough Council

Mr. R. Shields
Burton on the Wolds, Cotes and Prestwold Parish Council

Mr. R. J. Shepherd CC


Leicestershire County Council

Cllr. D. Slater




Charnwood Borough Council

Ms. M. Slater




Barrow Parish Council

Ms. P. Staples



Sileby Parish Council
Ms. B. Storrs



Hoton Parish Council

Officers

Mr. G. Cave

Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council
Mr. R. Downing

Community Engagement Manager, Leicestershire County Council

Mr. B. Hayes

Chief Executive, Charnwood Borough Council
Mr. A. Robinson

Assistant Chief Executive, Leicestershire County Council

Mr. K. Simkins

Director of Finance, Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust

Mr. S. Weston

Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council
Also in attendance
Mr. O. Savage

On behalf of Leicestershire County Council and Charnwood Together
1.
Election of Chair
Mr. Hayes welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the Forum. Mr. Hayes sought nominations for a Chairman for its first meeting.  It was proposed and seconded that Cllr. Slater be elected to Chair the meeting. It was proposed and seconded that Cllr. Ranson be elected to Chair the meeting.  On a show of hands, it was agreed that Cllr. Slater be elected Chairman of the Forum for its first meeting.
Cllr. D. Slater – in the Chair

2.
Apologies

Apologies for absence had been reported on behalf of Cllr. H. Fryer.

3.
Disclosures of Personal Interest

The Chairman invited members who wished to do so to disclose any interest in respect of items on the agenda for the meeting.

Cllr. Ranson disclosed a personal and non-prejudicial interest in the item entitled ‘Community Health Services in the area’ as a member of the Leicestershire County and Rutland PCT (minute 6 refers).

4.
Terms of Reference

Andy Robinson gave a presentation on the background to and purpose of the new countywide Community Forums and asked members to consider a number of issues in relation to the operation of the Forum. A copy of the slides forming the presentation is filed with these minutes.  

The following particular points were made in the presentation and arising from the subsequent discussion:

· The core membership of the Forum comprised representatives of the County Council, Charnwood Borough Council and Parish Councils in the Forum area.  Other community representatives could also be considered for membership in due course;

· The Forum would be serviced by Community Engagement and Democratic Services Officers from Leicestershire County Council and two named contacts would be provided to members of officers from these sections with whom they could liaise on items for future agendas, progressing items on which action had been agreed, etc;

· A suggested format for the meetings was discussed.  It was suggested that the order of items on the agenda would be: questions for the public, reports and feedback on items from previous meetings, items requested by Forum members and items from service providers. Members felt that the meetings would benefit from reports and feedback appearing on the agenda first, followed by questions for the public. It was confirmed that the Chairman would be involved at an early stage in the agenda setting process;

· It was proposed to communicate with members regularly by e-mail and draft agendas would be provided at an early stage for comments.  (Later in the meeting the members present provided their e-mail addresses to the officers who undertook to compile and keep up to date a full list of members' addresses which would be provided to all members);
· The County and District Councils and the main server providers in the County (eg. Police, PCT) had given an undertaking to investigate and respond to issues raised at Forum meetings;

· The Police had agreed to be represented at meetings at an appropriate senior level when relevant issues were to be raised;
· An Action Sheet listing the issues raised at each meeting would be circulated after each meeting and a website was in the course of preparation which would also be used to keep members and the public aware of latest issues in the Forum areas.

It was AGREED:

(i)
That the information provided in the presentation, and in answer to questions raised at the meeting, in relation to the purpose of and operation of the Forum, be noted;

(ii)
That the Forum would meet 4 times a year;


(iii)
That future meetings of the Forum be held at venues in each of the four areas covered by the Forum on a rotation basis; and

(iv)
That the following general format of meetings be approved:
· Reports and feedback

· Question Time
· Items requested by Forum members
· Items requested by Service Providers

5.
Prioritisation Exercise

Andy Robinson gave a presentation on key issues and priorities in the Forum area which would feed in to the development of the District and County Sustainable Community Strategies.  Members would be supplied with copies of the presentation slides with the minutes of the meeting. (It was noted that the full research information for the county could be assessed on the LSORA (Leicester Shire On-line Research Atlas) website (www.lsora.org).

Members were then asked to write down their top four priorities for the Forum area which would then be collated and the results sent to members in advance of the next meeting at which they would be discussed further.


It was AGREED:


(i)
That the contents of the presentation be noted and copies of the slides be provided to members;


(ii)
That the list of priorities identified by members be discussed at the next meeting of the Forum.

6.
Community Health Services in the area


Karl Simkins of Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust gave a presentation on the review being carried out on community health services in Leicestershire and Rutland particularly in relation to the area covered by the Forum.  The proposals could be viewed on the PCT website (www.lcrpct.nhs.uk).  Informal consultation was now being carried out and a period of formal consultation on the options would commence in Spring 2008.

The Forum raised the following issues in response to Mr. Simkins’ presentation:
· GP surgeries were stretched in Barrow and there were concerns about the progress being made with the new surgery;


· Members raised the issue of patient-per-doctor figures for Barrow;


· Concern was expressed regarding the number of new houses being built in Sileby and whether the healthcare system would be able to cope with the imminent increase in demand;

· There were plans to relocate the Walk-In Centre in Loughborough to the hospital site and members questioned whether this would result in access issues for patients.
It was AGREED:

(i)
That the contents of the presentation be noted;

(ii)
That a representative of the PCT would attend and provide feedback on the above issues at the next meeting of the Forum.

7.
Membership of the Forum
The Chairman invited views on the membership of the Forum.

It was considered that the core membership adequately represented people living in the Forum, but that representatives of other organisations could be invited to meetings as and when required.

It was AGREED:
(i)
That the membership of the Forum not usually exceed 25;


(ii)
That members of relevant organisations be invited to meetings as appropriate.
8. Publicity

Members discussed publicity arrangements for Forum meetings and a number of suggestions were made, including: the use of County and Borough Councils’ free newsletters and the Loughborough Echo, and publicising details at Parish Council meetings.
9. Date of next meeting
It was AGREED:

That the next meeting of the Forum take place on a date to be agreed in the fourth week of January 2008 at 6.30pm at Sileby Parish Council offices.

10.
Issues for future Forum meetings

It was AGREED that the following issues be considered at the next


Meeting:-

· Main priorities for the area as identified by members at this meeting (minute 5 refers);

· Feedback from Leicestershire County and Rutland PCT on issues above (minute 6 refers).
11.
Close


The Chairman then thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.
7.00pm – 9.15pm






CHAIRMAN
13/11/07
