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Minutes of the meeting of the Blaby North Community Forum held at 
St. Peter’s Church Centre, Glenfield on Thursday 29 November 2007.
Present
Cllr. E.A. Webster-Williams (Blaby District Council) - in the Chair

	Members

	

	Mr. R. Berrrington
	BraunstoneTown Council

	Mr. R. Denney
	Glenfield Parish Council 

	Mr. R. Neal
	Leicester Forest East Parish Council 

	Mr. D. R. Parsons CC
	Leicestershire County Council  

	Cllr. J. Springthorpe
	Blaby District Council

	Cllr. E. Parsons
	Blaby District Council

	Cllr. J.A. Dolby
	Blaby District Council

	Cllr. D.R. Clements 
	Blaby District Council, Kirby Muxloe Parish Council

	Cllr. J.O. Hudson
	Blaby District Council

	Cllr. G. Sanders 
	Blaby District Council

	Cllr. P.N. Fox
	Blaby District Council


	Officers

	

	Ms. K. Ball
	Community Engagement Manager, Leicestershire County Council

	Mr. A. Lea
	Land Development and Monitoring Officer, Leicestershire County Council  

	Mr. J. Leach
	Head of Community and Neighbourhood Services, Blaby District Council 

	Ms. S. Whiles
	Chief Executive, Blaby District Council 

	Mr. D. Van Der Wardt
	Team Leader, Community Engagement, Leicestershire County Council  

	Ms. J. Bailey
	Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council  


	Also in attendance


	

	Ms. R. North
	Director of Provider Development, Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust


	Apologies for absence

	

	Mr. N. J. Brown CC (Leicestershire County Council), Cllr. J. Peachy (Blaby District Council).




1.
Welcome and introductions
Cllr. Webster-Williams welcomed everyone to the first meeting. He explained that he had agreed to Chair the initial meetings of all the Blaby Community Forums, but it was intended that members would elect a Chairman for the subsequent meetings under the next item of business.  

Cllr. Webster-Williams invited members to consider how the Forum should operate and how it could involve and benefit local residents.

2.
Terms of Reference
Derk Van Der Wardt gave a presentation on the background to the new Community Forums and asked members to decide on various issues in relation to the operation of the Blaby North Community Forum. Members noted that -

· The Forum would be serviced by officers from Leicestershire County Council, and members would be given their contact details in order to discuss items for future agendas, progressing action agreed, etc.

· The County and District Councils and the main service providers (eg. Police, PCT) had agreed to investigate and respond to issues raised by the Forum.  

· Action Sheets listing the matters raised/action taken in response would be circulated after each meeting (an example was circulated).
· A website was being created to help publicise issues in the Forum areas.

· All Community Forums would be reviewed after having been in existence for around 18 months to ascertain if they had added value to the existing community engagement processes.
· It was proposed that one member of the Forum, such as the Chairman, be designated its spokesman in the event of any media enquiries.
(i)
Public participation
Derk confirmed that the core membership of the Forum consisted of the local County and District Councillors and a representative from each of the Parish and Town Councils.  Core members would be consulted on matters such as agenda content, issues arising in-between meetings, election of Chairman, co-option of other core members, scheduling additional meetings etc.
Members discussed how local people might get involved with the Forum. It was commented that that prompt circulation of clear, relevant information would encourage residents to attend and aid meaningful debate. There should be full public participation at the meetings.
(note: membership of the Forum was discussed further at minute 5 below).

(ii)
Frequency  and format of meetings 
Members suggested that meetings be kept to two hours’ duration (recognising that there might be occasions when more time was needed) and that four meetings per annum be scheduled.  Officers were asked to try to avoid clashes with Parish Council meeting dates. A 6.30pm start was generally agreed to be preferable. 

It was considered that agendas should be open, not themed, so that the content was determined by what local people wanted to discuss. Members noted the proposed format - 
· Questions 

· Reports/feedback on items from previous meetings

· Items requested by the Forum
· Items from service providers (eg. Police, PCT)
(iii)
Meeting venues
Members asked that Forum meetings take place in a different parish in the Blaby North area on each occasion.  
AGREED:

(a)
That the information provided in the presentation in relation to the purpose and operation of the Forum be noted;

(b)
That the Forum meet 4 times a year, with meetings starting at 6.30pm, subject to confirmation by the Chairman;
(c)
That meetings be held at different venues in the Blaby North area;

(d)
The general format for Forum meetings, as set out above;
(e)
That meetings be open to the public throughout;
(f)
That the Forum’s Chairman be elected for a period of 2 years.
(iv)
Election of Chairman
Cllr. Webster-Williams sought nominations for a Chairman for the Forum from January 2008.  It was proposed by Mr. Parsons, and seconded by Cllr. Dolby that Cllr. Sanders be elected Chairman. 
AGREED:

That Cllr. G. Sanders be elected Chairman of the Blaby North Community Forum for a period of 2 years.
3.
Priorities for the Blaby North area
Sandra Whiles and Derk van Der Wardt gave presentations on key issues and priorities which would feed in to the development of the District and County Sustainable Community Strategies, and statistical information about the area. Information was circulated at the meeting, copies of which are filed with these minutes.
Sandra emphasised the need to clarify priorities for Blaby North and the District as a whole in order to develop a constructive, sustainable approach and make best use of collective resources. Members were asked to consider the four questions under the ‘priorities in Blaby’ section of the presentation.
It was commented that Forum needed to know what was possible in terms of funding for the area and how it could best work with the Local Strategic Partnerships; Blaby Together and Leicestershire Together.

Cllr. Webster-Williams encouraged members to circulate the four ‘priorities’ questions more widely and feed back to the next meeting.

4.
Update on Community Health Services
Rachel North gave a presentation on the review of community health services in Leicestershire and Rutland.  The proposals could be seen on the PCT website (www.lcrpct.nhs.uk). Informal consultation was taking place at present; a period of formal consultation would follow in Spring 2008.

Rachel said that the PCT accepted that Blaby residents might wish to attend a Leicester city hospital rather than one in the County if it was actually closer to where they lived - it was not intended that health service boundaries were rigid in this regard.  However, if the County PCT was able to develop services for people even closer to their home then it would try to do so.
Members commented on the role of organisations such as Age Concern and the Alzheimers Society in working with local authorities and the PCT.

5.
Developing the membership of the Forum
Cllr. Webster-Williams referred to the earlier debate about membership of the Forum (minute 2(ii) above) and invited everyone to consider how it might be developed. 
Derk explained that County Council officers supporting the Forum would be in touch with service representatives such as the Police and PCT, but would rely on local councillors to tell them about other community groups who should be involved.
Members decided that they wished to extend the idea of public participation to include everyone who attended the meetings as a full member of the Forum - there would be no distinction between councillor representatives and anyone else living in or representing the Blaby North area who wished to participate during the meetings.  
Cllr. Webster-Williams asked to attend future meetings as an observer, and members confirmed that he was welcome (and indeed could be a member of the Forum).
AGREED:

That membership of the Blaby North Community Forum be automatically extended to anyone living in or representing interests in the area who attended the meeting.
6.
Items for next meeting
It was noted that the draft agenda would be circulated at an early stage in preparation for the meeting.  Members agreed that email be used where possible as the main means of communication. 
There was some discussion about publicity for the next meeting, including mention of the Forum in local newsletters.  
AGREED: 

That the following issues and reports be considered at the next meeting -
· Transport

· Anti-social behaviour

· Priorities for the Blaby North area (minute 3 above refers)

6.30pm - 8.00pm






        CHAIRMAN
29 November 2007

