Minutes of a meeting of the Ashby Community Forum held at Ivanhoe College, Ashby de la Zouch on Thursday 18 October 2007
Present
Members
Cllr G Allman 
North West Leics. District Council/Ashby Town Council

Cllr R Blunt  
Leader, North West Leics. District Council

Cllr J Hoult 
North West Leics. District Council

Mr J Coxon CC
Leicestershire CC/North West Leics. District Council /Ashby Town Council

Mr C Kerry  

Oakthorpe and Donisthorpe Parish Council

Cllr G Jones 
NWLDC/Ashby Town Council

Mr R Merry  
Oakthorpe and Donisthorpe Parish Council

Mr T Neilson  
Measham Parish Council

Mr S Sheahan CC 
Leicestershire County Council

Mr J Shepherd  
Heather Parish Council

Officers

Ms K Ball
Community Engagement Officer, Leicestershire County Council

Ms S Cavill
Assistant Director (Communities and Engagement), Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust

Ms C Davies
Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust

Mr D Halstead
Director of Communities, North West Leicestershire District Council

Ms S Malik
Community Engagement Officer, Leicestershire County Council

Ms A Poyser 
LSP – Network Group

Mr A Robinson
Assistant Chief Executive, Leicestershire County Council

Mr N Shaw
North West Leicestershire District Council 
Mr G Cave
Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council

1.
Welcome and Introductions


Cllr Blunt welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the Forum and invited everyone to introduce themselves.  He said he had agreed to Chair the initial meeting in his capacity as Leader of North West Leicestershire District Council but hoped that members would be able to agree upon and elect a Chairman for the Panel's next meeting during this meeting.

2.
Operation of the Forum


Andy Robinson gave a presentation on the background to and purpose of the new countywide Community Forums and asked members to consider a number of issues in relation to the operation of the Ashby Forum.  A background note on the operation of the Community Forums in North West Leicestershire was circulated at the meeting for information.  The following particular points were made in the presentation and arising from the subsequent discussion:

· The core membership of the Forum comprised representatives of the County Council, North West Leicestershire District Council and Parish Councils in the Forum area.  Other community representatives could also be considered for membership in due course.
· The Forum would, at an appropriate time, need to consider how it should link in with the existing Ashby Town Centre and Ashby Woulds Forums and with the 3 Priority Neighbourhood Forums in the area.

· The Forum would be serviced by Community Engagement and Democratic Services Officers from Leicestershire County Council and two named contacts would be provided to members of officers from these sections with whom they could liaise on items for future agendas, progressing items on which action had been agreed, etc.

· A suggested format for the meetings was discussed.  It was suggested that the order of items on the agenda would be: questions for the public, reports and feedback on items from previous meetings, items requested by Forum members and items from service providers.
· The Forums would be reviewed after being in operation for approximately 18 months to ascertain if they are adding value to the existing community engagement processes.
· Consideration was being given to allocating a level of funding from the LAA Area Based Grant to the Forums for spending as they decide on priorities in their areas.

· It was proposed to communicate with members regularly be e-mail and draft agendas would be provided at an early stage for comments.  (Later in the meeting the members present provided their e-mail addresses to the officers who undertook to compile and keep up to date a full list of members' addresses which would be provided to all members).  

· The County and District Councils and the main server providers in the County (eg. Police, PCT) had given an undertaking to investigate and respond to issues raised at Forum meetings.

· The Police had agreed to be represented at meetings at an appropriate senior level when relevant issues were to be raised.
· An Action Sheet (a copy of which was circulated for members ' information) listing the issued raised at each meeting would be circulated after each meeting and a website was in the course of preparation which would also be used to keep members and the public aware of latest issues in the Forum areas.
· The role of the Chairman who it was suggested should be elected for 2 years although it was accepted that the member elected may feel more comfortable in being elected for a shorter initial period.  

At this stage in the meeting, Cllr Blunt sought nominations for Chairman.  It was proposed by Mr Kerry and seconded by Cllr Blunt and agreed that Mr Sheahan be elected Chairman of the Forum.
Mr S D Sheahan – in the Chair

It was AGREED:

(i)
That the information provided in the presentation and in answer to questions raised at the meeting, in relation to the purpose of and operation of the Forum, be noted;

(ii)
that the Forum would meet 2 or 3 times a year;


(iii)
that meetings should be held at different venues around the Forum area;


(iv)
that the proposed general format of meetings (as set out above) be approved.

3.
Key Issues and Priorities in the Forum Area


Andy Robinson gave a presentation on key issues and priorities in the Forum area which would feed in to the development of the District and County Sustainable Community Strategies.  Members asked to be supplied with copies of the presentation slides with the minutes of the meeting and also requested that the way in which the Lower Super Output Areas are referred to be made clearer in future.  (It was noted that the full research information for the county could be assessed on the LSORA (Leicester Shire On-line Research Atlas) website (www.lsora.org).)

Members were then asked to write down their top 3 priorities for the Forum area which would then be collated and the results sent to members in advance of the next meeting at which they would be discussed.


It was AGREED:


(i)
That the contents of the presentation be noted and copies of the slides be provided to members;


(ii)
that the list of priorities identified by members be discussed at the next meeting of the Forum.

4.
Update on Community Health Services in the Area


Sue Cavill of Leicestershire County and Rutland Primary Care Trust gave a presentation on the review being carried out on community/health services in Leicestershire and Rutland particularly in relation to the area covered by the Forum.  The proposals could be viewed on the PCT website (www.lcrpct.nhs.uk).  Informal consultation was now being carried out and a period of formal consultation on the options would commence in Spring 2008.

Jan Shepherd raised the issue of palliative care hospital facilities for terminally ill patients in the Forum area.  It was agreed that information should be obtained on the extent of known need for these services to enable the issue to be discussed at the next meeting.

Jan Shepherd also raised an issue in connection with the closure of a private elderly persons' care home in Ibstock and the Chairman suggested that she/the Parish Council could refer to this issue as part of response to the County Council's current consultation proposals on the future of supported accommodation for older people in Leicestershire.
Both Jan Shepherd and Geraint Jones felt there was a need for the PCT to improve its communication procedure: this was noted by the PCT representatives.

It was AGREED:

(i)
That the contents of the presentation be noted;

(ii)
that a report on the issued of palliative care facilities in the area be presented to the next meeting of the Forum.

5.
Issues for the Next Meeting and Action Points

· Main priorities for the area as identified by members at the meeting.

· Palliative Care Facilities.

6.
Any Other Business


(a)
Publicity



It was agreed that a press release now be prepared and issued to inform the public in the area of the establishment of the Forum, the issues it could consider and how the public could become involved in its meetings.


(b)
Arrangements for Next Meeting


It was AGREED that the next meeting be held at 6.00pm on a date to be decided in late January/February (preferably on a Thursday) at Measham Church Hall.



(An agenda setting meeting would be arranged with the Chairman before Christmas).

7.
Close


The Chairman then thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.
5.30pm – 7.00pm

18/10/07

